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FOREWORD

Hundreds of thousands of Poles travel abroad every year, returning full of admiration and 
praise for the wonderful landscape and foreign monuments of the past.
They forget that our country, which has been assigned by providence the difficult and 
honorable role of the "bulwark of Christianity and culture", is nevertheless generously 
endowed with a wealth of landscapes, while fulfilling its glorious mission, at every step it has 
reminders of its glorious past.

The indifference of our past generations to the beauty of our homeland should disappear 
irreversibly.
Today we have stopped loving only the ideal Poland, dreamed of by our prophets, today we 
have it alive and we need to know what we have.
That is why the regionalist movement is growing day by day and the desire to get to know the
native lands, to get to know everything that nature has decorated them with and that Polish 
work has built on it, is growing spontaneously.

Today's generation understands that in order to lift Poland up and make it happy, we must first
of all get to know it thoroughly.
That is why thousands of trips reach all corners of the Republic of Poland and return full of 
joy and pride that Providence has given us such a wealth of landscapes and showered our 
country with such beauty.
Because almost every corner of Poland attracts with its own type.
Today's generation should and must get to know its homeland and learn to respect its great, 
although sometimes tragic, past, it must love its beauty in order to make the greatest effort of 
heart, mind and hands for its greatness and a bright tomorrow for future generations.

This guide is intended to draw attention to the great past of our land, to the beauty of its 
landscape, and through learning and understanding the cultural mission, it is intended to 
awaken love for this land and its past, and through love for our small regional homeland, 
through local patriotism, it is intended to arouse love for Our Great Homeland of Poland.



BUCZACZ  COUNTY – AS  A  REGIONAL ENTITY.

Buczacz County, located on the borders of the Republic of Poland, is a part of Podolia, and 
borders with the counties of Stanisławów, Podhajecki, Trembovlec, Chortkiv, Zaleszczyki, 
Horodeński and Tłułacki.
The surface area is 1,193 square kilometers.
The natural southern and southwestern border of the district is formed by the Dniester River, 
which here flows through the most charming part of its ravine, creating a number of towns 
such as: Ostra, Sciańska, Kośmierzyn, Koropiec and Beremiany, perfect conditions for 
summer camps and a nice attraction for trips.
Additionally, the following rivers flow through the district: Strypa and Złota Lipa, as well as 
several streams such as: Olchowiec, Baryszka, Potok Złoty and Koropiec towards the south.
These rivers create picturesque ravines - especially in their lower reaches - so characteristic of
Podolia.

The Dniester gorge and the beds of its tributaries divide the district's plateau into elongated 
perches, which in the vicinity of the Dniester take on a completely mountainous character.
In addition, there are several larger ponds in the district, especially Olchowiec, in the towns of
Nowostawce, Medwedowce, Pyszkowce and Trybuchowce. These ponds are very fishy, with 
a large number of rare species of birds.

The north-eastern part of the district, on the left bank of the Strypa, has a steppe character.
This is where the peculiarity of Podolia begins, the famous Pantalich steppe, the only one in 
Lesser Poland, and today most of it used for agriculture.
An interesting phenomenon occurring here are quite large deposits of peat, which are a real 
boon for the people of this forestless area. (New Petlikowce, Nowostawce).  5

The subsoil of the district and the entire Podolia is granite, covered with a thick layer of loess,
and in many places limestone, gypsum and significant amounts of various rocks.
The soil is mainly chernozem and fertile clay from forest clearings, hence the very diverse 
plant cultivation.
In the Dniester Valley, it is even possible to cultivate southern species of apple trees, apricots 
and vines.
The climate of the district is generally continental with strong east-northern winds, and very 
mild in the Dniester and in the ravines of its tributaries.



Apart from the peat deposits in the above-mentioned towns, mine production includes 
deposits of limestone in Komarówka and Wyczółki, red clay in Wyczółki, Koropiec and 
Podlesie, and Devonian slate in Beremiany, Skomorochy, Buczacz, Jazłowiec and Ostra.
Phosphorite deposits in Podzameczek, Nagórzanka and Strypy ravine, not yet thoroughly 
explored, but possible to be exploited, and alabaster deposits in Baranów, Zadarów and 
Krasiejów.

The forests covering one third of the county's area, greatly depleted during the war, are 
private property, with the exception of a small number that belongs to individual communes.
The forest consists of oak, beech, hornbeam, birch, ash, maple, spruce, pine, as well as large 
amounts of aspen and various shrubs.
In recent years, there has been a strong tendency among municipalities to afforest wasteland.
The plant world includes all species of cereals, root vegetables and vegetables.
The fauna of the district includes all known species of domestic animals and birds, with a 
predominance of Simmental cattle.
Wild animal species include wild boar, fox, badger, roe deer, hare and many different birds, 
including duck, partridge, quail and pheasant.

According to the 1921 census, the population of the district was approximately 118,000 
people, which increased by several thousand within 10 years.
The population of the district is settled in 4 urban towns and 81 rural settlements, with 
compact buildings, except for a dozen or so colonies.
Due to the employment of its inhabitants, the district has an extremely agricultural character.
The capital of the district is the city of Buczacz, where, in addition to state offices and 
authorities, there are the headquarters of various social and educational organizations whose 
activities cover the entire district.
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The district is one of the most devastated by the war, during which it was the site of heavy 
fighting and several enemy invasions.
The destruction of the village was particularly severe - it reached 70%. Preventive human 
effort lifted the district from war ruins.



The prehistoric and historical past of the district is very rich - it shows that our land has gone 
through difficult times.
Many monuments prove that the district was an area of fierce battles with invaders who 
devastated the country with fire and sword.
All the ruins of castles are shrouded in memories of heroism, and every inch of land is soaked
with the blood of the most noble sons of the Fatherland.

PREHISTORIC PAST OF THE COUNTY

Podolia was densely populated in the Neolithic era, and traces of the culture of those times 
can be found in numerous excavations.
They prove the influence of culture from the Southeast and even from Asia Minor.
The former is represented by the painted pottery culture, known from a number of 
settlements, including Buczacz (Fedor), examined by prof. L. Kozłowski.
Previous research in the district, especially on the Dniester, indicates that the settlements from
that period were occupied by agricultural people.
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Small items made of stone (Sokulec - stone axes) and copper found here and there indicate 
that the duration of this culture falls on the end of the Neolithic, after which primitive man 
came to know bronze.
This culture disappears in our territory around 2,000 BC and leaves no traces other than burnt 
settlements.
However, box-shaped stone graves made of slabs are known in Podolia (e.g. in Beremiany on 
the Dniester from 1600 BC; however, they remained from people of a different origin than the
previous one.
In addition to skeletons, these graves also contain clay vessels, flint axes, bone and amber 
decorations.
The above graves are similar to box graves in western Poland, which is evidence of the 
advance of culture from the west of Poland to its south-east.

There are many traces of the Podolia culture in prehistoric times in the local district, but they 
have not been thoroughly researched.
In addition to the already mentioned excavations in Buczacz, Beremiany and Sokulec, there 
are finds from the Bronze Age in Jazłowiec, as well as traces of Roman culture in the form of 
silver coins found sporadically.
They mostly come from the second and third centuries after Christ, and from that time there is
a embankment near Buczacz, which is a remnant of a Roman camp.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF THE COUNTY

During the migration of peoples, our depopulated lands fell into a state of lethargy that lasted 
for several centuries.
Crowds of settlers from more populated areas moved to the vast areas of Podolia, desolate 
ravines and steppes. Thanks to their economic sense, fallow lands and wastelands were slowly
transformed into cultivated land, and the previously empty spaces began to be overgrown 
with villages and towns.
And it was the work of various people, taking different routes to the uninhabited wastes of 
Podolia.



However, the largest percentage of newcomers were Poles, coming from the overpopulated 
Masovia.
However, it is useless to ask today's inhabitants of these settlements when they were founded, 
who founded them, or where their name came from?
Similarly, when it comes to the Buczacz land, its original history is lost in the mists of time.
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The oldest Russian chronicler, Nestor, lifts the veil of mystery by saying that "in 981, 
Vladimir set out for Lachów and took their towns: Przemyśl, Czerwień and others."
There seems to be no doubt that Buczacz did not yet exist at that time, but the above mention 
proves that Podolia, and with it the later Buczacz land, were the property of the Lachs, i.e. 
Poles.
Over the centuries, Podolia constantly changed its rulers, and finally returned to Poland under
Casimir the Great.
After Casimir's death, Louis of Hungary annexes the lands on the Strypa and Zbrucz rivers to 
Hungary, but Jadwiga sets off for Ruthenia, welcomed with joy by the local population as a 
savior from the oppression of starostas and Hungarian crews.
Polish eagles reigned over these lands from then on until the partitions.

CITY OF BUCZACZ

Buczacz, a district town with a population of approximately 10,000, located on the 
Stanisławów- Husiatyn railway line.
Railway station in place. Cabs, cars and buses. Buczacz lies on both banks of the Strypa 
River, on the slopes of its ravine and the surrounding hills, arranged in an amphitheater 
manner.

General view of Buczacz.

Before the war, the town was an extremely commercial and bustling place, one of the 
easternmost freight depots.
Thanks to the Stanisławów-Husiatyn railway line, it enjoyed a lively trade with Russia, 
resulting in a vibrant life and development, as evidenced by the numerous shops with 
metropolitan-style amenities.
Today, it is falling further into decline, and despite the efforts of municipal authorities, it is 
sinking to the level of third-rate cities.



The cause of its decline is the destruction of half the city, including the richest and most 
beautiful district, which now remains only piles of rubble.
As a city, it holds little significance today, but it nevertheless played an important role in the 
past.
Located on the outskirts of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, it faithfully guarded its 
borders, fulfilling the mission of establishing Christianity and instilling Polish culture in the 
local land.

The Strypa River Gorge is one of nature's most enchanting beauties.
These forested heights, these pristine springs, lush pastures, this fertile land, and the entire 
power of God's abundant gifts must have attracted people seeking freedom and security.
It is therefore no wonder that this alluring retreat has been inhabited since ancient times, 
likely named Buczacz after the beech forests.
As early as 1260, the name of the valiant Buczacki family appears prominently, shielding 
Ruthenia and Podolia from Tatar invasions with their breasts.
The Buczackis also built a defensive castle as a watchtower for the city's successful 
development.
Here, knightly bands gathered and ignited the sacred fire of love for their native land.
Armed troops on brave horses, renowned throughout Poland, escaped from this strange valley
with a sound of fear.
Frequent Tatar, Turkish, and Cossack-Muscovite raids crashed against the walls of the castle, 
located high above the city.

The Tatar, unfamiliar with any work, viewed the Polish lands as the main treasury of his 
livelihood, from which he could steal any prey, especially people.
With their constant raids, the Tatar wilderness had trampled three trails along which the 
hordes of these invaders marched deep into Poland.

Buczacz lay on the "Kuczmański" trail, and thus was often the scene – like the surrounding 
lands – of bloody battles between Polish forces and both the Tatars and the Cossacks, 
Muscovy, Hungary, and the Turks.
Hence this land, this vast battlefield, richly soaked in Polish and Russian blood, and at every 
turn, traces of the great past, the foresight of their ancestors, their hard work, and their selfless
sacrifice.
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BUCZACZ CASTLE.

The city's geographical location on the Kuczma Trail required constant vigilance, vigilant 
watchdogs, and constant defense.
Therefore, kings, magnates, and nobles erected numerous castles and strongholds.
Buczacz Castle was one of those eagles' nests that watched over Poland.
This originally wooden castle, as the seat of the Buczacki family, distinguished defenders of 
the Borderlands, is mentioned in sources as early as the 14th century.
Its founders were also the Tworowski family, who, through marriage to the Buczacki family, 
became owners of Buczacz.
A hundred years later, the last of the Tworowski line brought Buczacz into the Potocki family.
Marja Mohylanka, wife of Stefan Potocki, rebuilt, embellished, and elevated the castle to the 
ranks of strong borderland strongholds.



Buczacz. Castle ruins.

Thanks to this, it withstood all Tatar invasions, and in 1648, 1655, and 1667, it withstood 
heavy Cossack and Muscovite sieges.
During the Turkish wars in 1672, Sultan Muhammad IV personally besieged the castle.
Teresa Potocka alone stayed in the castle with her small children, and despite her husband's 
absence, she defended herself bravely.
The enemy surrounded the castle and began bombarding it.
Seeing that she was unable to defend herself, Teresa Potocka sent envoys to the sultan with a 
statement that she was defending herself and that the Turkish emperor would not gain much 
glory if he defeated a single woman. 11
Muhammad IV possessed a knowledge of civilization, so he eagerly desired to see Mrs. 
Potocka's children. When the frightened mother offered him the jewels, he refused them. 
However, fearing that this would be considered contempt, he took the jewels with gratitude 
and gave them back to one of the children.
This chivalrous behavior of the sultan made a huge impression throughout Poland.

The siege of the castle ended, as history knows, with a peace known as the "shameful Peace 
of Buczacz." Another witness to this event exists a few hundred meters from the castle on the 
south side, in the form of the so-called "Lime Tree of Muhammad," in the shade of which the 
treaty was signed.
The castle also survived in 1675, when Ibrahim Shishman, besieging nearby Terebovla, sent 
several pashas to capture it.
The city was completely destroyed, and the surprised population was slaughtered.
The following year, Ibrahim Sheitan captured the castle and destroyed it so brutally that the 
walls and towers collapsed halfway, leaving almost no toilets remaining.

A legend circulates among the people that the castle was captured thanks to the betrayal of a 
woman who revealed a secret passage, and that to this day, on Easter Day itself, she appears 
at the castle gate at night, wailing loudly.
This demonstrates that our people possess a deep sense of national ethics when they attach a 
heavy afterlife penance to the fact of betrayal.
Partially rebuilt by Jan Potocki, it never returned to its former glory.

In the mid-18th century, the castle was abandoned and neglected, and the ravages of time and 
the careless hand of man completed its ruin.



Buczacz. View of the castle ruins.

Today, only remnants of the castle's former glory remain.
A steep path leads to the castle from the town, where a group of ruins indicates that a four-
sided gate once stood here.
The castle walls, equipped with embrasures, are exceptionally thick and reach up to the 
second floor.
The castle's front, on the hill's promontory, was formed by a massive semicircular tower, 
while the rear, on the accessible side, was much wider – enclosed within a regular pentagon of
walls with a large tower to the east.
It should be noted that in recent years, the entire castle hill has been forested with coniferous 
trees, which will undoubtedly enhance the charm of these ruins and contribute significantly to
the city's beautification.
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TOWN HALL.

In the very center of the town, in the market square, stands the town hall, a sight worth seeing.
This magnificent monument of secular architecture, not only in Podolia but also throughout 
Poland, is a rare specimen of the Rococo style.
Built at the expense of Mikołaj Potocki in the last years before the partition of Poland by an 
Italian master unknown by name.
The town hall was built in 1750–1751, funded by Mikołaj Bazyli Potocki, the starost of 
Kaniv, according to a design by Bernard Meretyn.
The rich sculptural decoration was created by the workshop of Johann Georg Pinsl, the 
creator of Lviv Rococo sculpture.
The entire structure, exquisite in its proportions and decoration, is made of ashlar.
A lofty quadrangular tower with rounded corners, adorned at the top with stone vases, rises 
above the two-story building.
On the front wall is a stone sculpture depicting the Potocki family's "Pilawa" coat of arms.
On either side of the coat of arms are 12 statues depicting the same number of mythical labors
of Hercules.



Buczacz. Town Hall.2006.

A beautiful gallery runs beneath the coat of arms around the town hall.
Once on the highest tower, which later burned down, were clocks that chimed the hours for 
the populace with their resonant bells.
Above the coat of arms, a second gallery encircles the tower with a beautiful wreath.
This true jewel of architectural art has long been neglected.

The city fire of 1865, which partially destroyed the town hall, contributed significantly to its 
current state.
Unfortunately, there were also people who, by smashing the sculptures with hammers, 
attempted to hasten the building's destruction.
Today, little remains of the figures depicting the labors of Hercules.
In 1930, a beautiful commemorative plaque honoring the architect of Poland, Marshal Józef 
Piłsudski, was embedded in the northern wall of the town hall.
The ground floor houses shops and stalls.
The first floor currently houses the offices of the District Agricultural Fund, and in the near 
future it will also house the Museum of the Buczacz Region.



CHURCH.

Between the town hall and the castle hill, just at its foot, lies the church of the Fama.
Its origins undoubtedly date back to the 13th century, although the document confirming its 
existence dates back to 1379.
In the 15th century, there were two churches in Buczacz: the aforementioned parish church 
and the one that no longer exists today.
The current church was built on the site of the old one by Mikołaj Potocki in 1765.
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Buczacz. Church with the castle ruins in the background.

It is an impressive and spacious building, cross-shaped, without any external decorations.
On the front above the main door is the Potocki family coat of arms, "Pilawa."
Inside the church, there are exquisitely carved altars, a beautiful pulpit, and an antipedia.
The church has a rich archive of privileges and endowments.
In 1880, Polish patriots erected a large oak cross in the church courtyard to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the November Uprising. Beneath the cross are two bombards on trestles, 
excavated in the Buczacz Castle.



The church courtyard, surrounded by old linden trees and surrounded by a high wall, 
separates the church from the town.
On the inner side of the wall above the entrance gate are embedded iron cannonballs found in 
the castle, and next to them is the inscription: "From the Tatar raids."
On the western side of the courtyard is an interesting chapel in a cave.

The church archives and parish records can provide a wealth of interesting material for those 
interested in learning about the history of our borderland town and our land.
The second church was later rebuilt into a monastery and church of the Basilian Fathers.

CHURCH OF THE BASILIAN FATHERS.

On the road leading from the market square to nearby Fedor Hill, on its slope, stands the 
church and monastery of the Basilian Fathers.
A church dedicated to the Holy Cross once stood on this site.

After the Fathers were brought here, The Basilian monks from Lithuania were given 
apartments by Stefan Potocki next to the church, which was also donated to them by 
Archbishop Jan Skarbek of Lvov.

Buczacz. Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in the Basilian Monastery

Things remained this way until the time of Mikołaj Potocki, who, through his efforts, 
obtained permission from then-Archbishop Mikołaj Wyżycki to demolish the church, and in 
its place a church and monastery were built, generously endowed with endowments and 
bequests.
The Polish King Augustus III granted the monastery the privilege of opening and operating 
public schools, especially a high school.

Mikołaj Potocki, for his part, by granting it the villages of Zielona and Dźwinogród and 
ensuring income in Buczacz, set certain conditions, such as the obligation to educate and raise
young people of both Catholic denominations.



These conditions were zealously met even in the early days of the Austrian Partition, but over 
time they fell into oblivion due to the indifference of Buczacz's owners and the Polish 
population.

Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, interior.

The church itself is captivating with its original late Baroque style, with two lofty towers with
a central dome.
The church's front courtyard is surrounded by a ashlar-shaped gallery with a carved-out cave 
in which a statue of St. Onuphrius is placed.
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From the cave, semicircular stone steps lead on both sides to the top of the gallery, where a 
statue of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary rises at the stone base.
The church's interior, decorated with depictions of biblical scenes and beautifully crafted 
altars, harmonizes perfectly with the vaulted ceiling, modeled after the heavenly vault.

OO. The Basilians have made great contributions to our social life, because their order, 
having assumed the leadership of education in much of the former Polish Republic after the 
suppression of the Jesuits, remained faithful to their homeland, fostered the language, 
preserved national traditions, and propagated the Catholic faith, thus earning them the right to
honor and gratitude.
It is only regrettable that, due to the sad development of Polish-Russian relations, they no 
longer fulfill this great mission.

FEDOR.

A few hundred steps behind the monastery stretches a hill called Fedor, a walking area for the 
city's population seeking respite in the sun.
From here, there is a beautiful view of the Strypa River ravine, the city, the castle ruins, and 
the surrounding villages.
It was on this hill that Professor L. Kozłowski made valuable archaeological discoveries from
the Neolithic period in 1924.
This hill is also interesting because of its name.



The municipal cemetery on Mount Fedor. The Potocki Chapel.

There is a legend in Buczacz that during the reign of Mikołaj Potocki (16th century), an 
Italian named Fiodorini or Fedorini stayed at his court. He constructed a balloon and suffered 
a fatal accident during takeoff from the aforementioned hill.

This is where the name "Fedor" comes from.
However, we were unable to verify the truth of this legend.

CHURCH OF ST. POKROVA.

On the opposite bank of the Strypa River, right next to the road, stands a small church 
dedicated to St. Pokrova (Holy Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos), built by Mikołaj 
Potocki around 1764, also furnishing it with land.
In 1865, the church burned down, but thanks to the efforts of Father Michał Kuryłowicz, the 
parish priest of Buczacz, it was renovated.

This church houses the tsar's gates of exquisite Italian workmanship.
The antipedium, a fully carved and gilded masterpiece of Venetian craftsmanship, also depicts
Christ walking to Emmaus.
This work should be examined by experts for its origins and value.

In the church there is a miraculous painting, of which it is said that when silver and gold were
being seized from churches during the Flustria period, Mayor Czekanowski wanted to remove
the garment from the Virgin Mary, but when he raised his hand, he couldn't move it because it
had stiffened.
The same thing happened to another man who tried to do the same.
This is how the precious ornaments were saved.



Church of the Holy Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos.
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CHURCH OF ST. NICOLAS.

In the suburb of Nagórzanka stands the third Church of St. Nicholas, founded in 1610 by 
Maria Potocka of Mogilev, Stefan's wife.

Church of St. Nicholas in Buczacz.



Inside the church are the imperial doors, exquisitely carved, with an iconostasis of exquisite 
Italian workmanship depicting Christ with the 12 Apostles.

In 1881, these paintings were individually valued at 4,000 Rhenish złoty.
The painting of St. Nicholas and the silver chalice, gilded inside, date from 1656.
The church is surrounded by a stone wall, especially high on the north side.

Eighteen people lost their lives during the construction of this wall in 1780.
A bridge of ashlar stone once stood over the stream flowing alongside this wall, connecting 
the church with Podhajecka Street. When Buczacz was still a fortress, it connected the city 
with three towers in today's market square.
This bridge collapsed in 1829 due to heavy rain.
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PIERSJARNIA-MAKACIARNIA.

Down at the foot of the castle, on Strypy Island, lies the Buczacz tapestry factory, famous 
throughout Poland and abroad. It's well worth a visit, and it belongs to the Potocki family.

Adam Potocki, together with his sons, brought weavers from the east to Buczacz in the mid-
19th century.

In factories known as persjarnias, kontusz sashes were produced using the taqueté façonné 
technique.

Buczacz tapestry (makata).

Buczacz tapestries, fabrics made of linen, cotton, and silk, as well as fabric for żupans, were 
also created.
Buczacz tapestries were initially decorated with geometric patterns, modeled on Eastern 
tapestries, by Armenian weavers brought in by Oskar.
Later, stylized plant motifs appeared, reminiscent of patterns found on kontusz sashes.
At the International Exhibition of Decorative Arts and Design in Paris (1925) and the 
Universal Exposition in Chicago (1933), tapestries from the "Decorative Tapestry Studio of 
Count Artur Potocki in Buczacz" received a gold medal.



Podzameczek — Castle Ruins.

PODZAMECZEK.

Slightly above the viaduct, on the left slope of Strypa, rise the ruins of Buczacki Castle.
This castle has a strange past shrouded in oblivion; only a half-erased inscription above the 
gate indicates that it was built in 1600 by Jan Zbożny Buczacki-Tworowski, of the "Pilawa" 
coat of arms.
There is no doubt that, as part of the Buczacz estate and located just outside Buczacz, it 
underwent similar developments.

It was still inhabited until the end of the 18th century.
The ruins indicate that it was a highly fortified castle.
Traces of three gates with remnants of the wall remain to this day, and the spacious courtyard 
has been converted into an orchard.
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FIGURES.

To round out the curiosities worth seeing in Buczacz, two beautiful figures are worth 
mentioning:
St. John on the Suburbs and St. Mary the Virgin in Nagórzanka from 1750, also funded by 
Mikołaj Potocki.

Buczacz. Figure of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the figure of St. John of Nepomuk.

Buczacz — Muhammad's Lime Tree.

"About the linden tree on the road to Potok, under which the 'shameful Peace of Buczacz' was
supposedly concluded in 1672, and about King John Sobieski's well." 19/24



MONASTEREK.

The area around Buczacz is lavishly adorned with natural wonders. The beautiful Strypa 
River Gorge, whose forest-covered slopes offer a pleasant respite in the lap of nature and are 
visited most of the year, inspires admiration among both locals and strangers.

Walking down the Strypa River Gorge, three kilometers from Buczacz, we come across the 
ruins of a monastery, known as "Monasterek," burned down by the Turks in 1762.
These ruins rise amidst the Iasowa retreat on a dark rock covered with moss and hanging 
wreaths of weeds.

Monasterek, the ruins of a castle.

The walls are still so strong that centuries-old trees grow on them, which in itself attests to the
antiquity of these ruins.
At the back of the monastery, where the apartments appear to have been, a spring of crystal-
clear water gushes from beneath the very wall. It flows swiftly through the monastery 
courtyard and, from a height of several meters, rushes from the rock with a roar and clatter, 
creating a waterfall with a delicious richness of color, the same color that these two columns 
of water sparkle in the sun.
In the courtyard grow small white flowers with a purple hue, which, when crushed, release a 
purple sap.
Folk legend claims that this is the blood of innocently murdered monks.
Ustronie is a favorite excursion destination.

JAZŁOWIEC

Two miles southeast of Buczacz, on the road to Zaleszczyki Wielkie, lies one of the oldest 
settlements in Podolia – Jazłowiec.
Picturesquely scattered across the hills and banks of the Jazłówek and Olchowiec Rivers, it 
now presents a sad image of irrevocably vanished grandeur. This wretched town, completely 
destroyed in 1016 during the Brusilov offensive, nevertheless boasts a rich historical past, 
leaving behind numerous relics.
Therefore, as well as for the beautiful surroundings, Jazłowiec is worth visiting.
In a beautiful valley above Olchów and Jazłówczyk – as legend has it – Jaśko Łowiec (Jaśko 
the Hunter) once lived, whose fame as a renowned healer drew crowds of people from far and
wide seeking relief from illness.



Abundant game, fish streams, and the exceptionally fertile soil provided easy sustenance.
The retreat hidden among the forests offered a safe haven from the enemy, so soon others 
sprang up next to Jaśkowa's cottage, and the settlement grew year by year.
21/26
He, however, lived the life of a patriarch, leading his flock, surrounded by reverence and love.
When his mortal remains were buried on the hill, they all joined hands over the grave and 
solemnly promised mutual love, unity, and effective assistance in every need. To preserve the 
memory of the venerable old man, they named their village "Jazłowiec."

Jazłowiec — General View.

From then on, the settlement grew, with more impressive houses, and the number of good-
spirited people increased, so that when the architect and legislator of Poland, Casimir the 
Great, regained Podolia, he found in the inhabitants of Jazłowiec valiant helpers in his work. 
For their outstanding services, he elevated it to the rank of city and granted it rights and 
freedoms.
To facilitate the city's development, he entrusted it to the rule and care of the most valiant 
knight, Buczacki, who from then on began to be called Jazłowiecki.

Parish church, ruins.



He understood his duties thoroughly and began his reign by building a defensive fortress 
where the inhabitants could find safe refuge during Tatar attacks.
So a castle was erected on a steep, flooded hill, sufficiently equipped with war supplies.
The prudent Jazłowiecki brought Armenians to the city and secured their freedom of trade and
industry.
The Armenians, a pious and hardworking nation, made every effort to bring the city to growth
and importance.
22
Trade flourished, and Safyan tanneries were established, so that Greeks, Turks, and Vlachs 
were seen at the Jazłowiec markets.
The city maintained order, churches were built, and an Armenian bishop established his 
residence here among the numerous clergy.
But folklore has it that one of the descendants of an old family, oblivious to the services the 
Armenians had rendered to the city, began to oppress them with tributes and lawlessness, 
which the bishop protested against.
His pleas and warnings were to no avail, and the fiery lord, once furious, ordered the servants 
to cut off the bishop's beard, which brought a curse upon himself. The harassed Armenians, 
taking their possessions, left the city.
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From that time on, disasters began to befall the castle and the city, and Jazłowiecki, feeling 
God's chastening hand upon him, built a church and, having named his hereditary village 
"Znibrody" (Cut Your Beard), designated it for the support of the parish priest, and then 
retired to the wilderness, where he soon ended his life. The truth behind this folk tale is 
difficult to determine today, but it is certain that the Armenians left the town suddenly and 
utterly, and their departure marked the beginning of Jazłowiec's decline.

It is also a fact that a village called Znibrody existed 5 km from Jazłowiec, which belonged to 
the Jazłowiec estate and is now owned by the parish.

JAZŁOWIEC CASTLE.

Besides folk legend, there is no doubt that frequent Tatar-Turkish and Cossack-Muscovite 
attacks contributed largely to the town's decline.
Jazłowiec, like Buczacz, situated on the Tatar trail, was the scene of constant armed battles 
with enemies, who often clashed teeth against the castle's mighty walls.

From the time when Jazłowiec served such an honorable role as a defense of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, the impressive ruins of the castle have survived in our times, 
their sheer size testifying to its past glory.
From the Jazłowiec market square, a serpentine path leads up to the ridge of a lofty hill, 
surrounded on three sides by the waters of the Jazłowiec and Olchowiec rivers.

On this hill, the walls of the once-mighty and famous Jazłowiecki castle form a vast, 
elongated, and irregular structure that has retained most of its medieval features, especially in 
the layout of the walls, towers, and embrasures.
From the plateau, right next to the road, is the entrance gate, which leads through a square 
tower to the interior.
The second gate is located on the western side, and both are adorned with remnants of 
beautiful frames.



Ruins of a castle and a monastery.

The very thick walls of the castle have been preserved quite well.
The interior, however, shows traces of larger and smaller toilets, completely destroyed.
In the depths there are vast dungeons.

The Jazłowiecki castle is mentioned in sources already at the beginning of the 15th century as
the seat of the distinguished Buczacki family, whose branch took the name Jazłowiecki.
The extensive ruins come largely from the castle built in the mid-16th century. century by 
Jerzy Jazłowiecki, Grand Hetman of the Crown.
Even then, it was considered one of the first-class strongholds in Podolia, so the Tatars were 
never tempted to conquer it.
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After the death of the Jazłowiecki family (1616), the castle had several owners, from whom in
1643 it became the property of Stanisław Koniecpolski, Grand Hetman of the Crown.
His son Alexander made every effort to increase the fortification of the castle, and on the 
outskirts he built a palace (it exists today), where he lived.

After the death of Aleksander Koniecpolski, the castle was neglected, as a result of which it 
surrendered almost without firing a shot in 1672 to Hussym-basza, sent from the Sultan's 
camp near Buczacz.
The Turks occupied the castle, but the Khotyn victory in 1673 forced them to give up. Three 
years later, despite the relatively strong Polish crew, the castle surrendered without resistance 
to Ibrahim Sheitan, due to the carelessness and drunkenness of his commandant.

From then on, for 9 years it was ruled by the Turks, who strengthened the castle as their 
northernmost outpost and installed a permanent Janissary crew there, abundantly supplied 
with weapons and ammunition.
That is why Andrzej Potocki tried in vain to regain the castle in 1683.

It was only in 1684 that King Jan III, starting his expedition to regain Kamieniec Podolski, 
decided to capture the Jazłowiec castle first.



The charm of Sobieski's name and a large and selected army easily accomplished this task.
The Turks capitulated and, having laid down their weapons, were escorted to Kamieniec.
In the 18th century, when peace reigned in the borderlands on this side, the castle, although 
renovated by Jan Koniecpolski, quickly lost its importance and, neglected for this reason by 
its new owners, the Lubomirski family, turned into a ruin.
In 1746, Stanisław Lubomirski sold it together with the estate to Stanisław Poniatowski, the 
king's father, who, not caring about the castle, only rebuilt and beautified the palace in the 
outskirts of the town, built by Aleksander Koniecpolski.

Today, this palace houses the famous S.S. educational institution. Immaculate Conception, 
which is carefully cared for by the venerable ruins of an old castle.
Let's enter these walls for a moment and they will tell us their secrets.
They stand reflecting in the darkness of the history they have lived through and, looking 
through huge rows of shooting holes at new people, they seem to whisper a painful complaint 
that time has taken away their power and greatness.
They were destroyed by enemy attacks and historical storms, and they remained steadfast and 
faithful guard at the threshold of Poland.
Let's go in! The cold of the dungeons will cover us.
There is such silence here that it rings in the ears, and the slightest breeze does not disturb the 
air, which seems to be speechless with horror.
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Careful! Moss stains rust like spilled blood.
Sometimes great and heavy tears of pain and torment flowed in these chambers, and when the
bright moon descends over the castle in the evening, when it gilds the valley and the mists 
slumbering in it, when its glow awakens the singing of nightingales - night wizards and falls 
on the old walls - just close your eyes and a procession of dead shadows will appear.
The proud magnates of the castle will arrive, dressed in caps and robes, and there will be 
slender figures of women dressed in purple, leaning on the shoulders of proud knights who 
will show off their chainmail armor.
Serious matrons and little pages will come.
And under the influence of the moonlight, we will see figures of vicious raiders who were 
perpetrators of many crimes.
They will move slowly, thoughtfully, each of them into their lives spent within these walls, a 
life sometimes sad, sometimes joyful and always changing like a wave.
Until they finally melt into the fog and the sobs of the nightingale, passing away like a dream.
Some will leave behind memories of carefree faces, haughty figures, others the clanging of 
swords.
The white women will leave behind an elusive charm, a subtle sadness of love.
It will lock them in and become silent again, but in the dark nights the cursed spirit of those 
who committed the crime will moan!

And now let's go into the forest, which shades the hill with rows of towering spruces and 
whispers its words at the foot of the ruins.
The trees sway their branches thoughtfully above our heads.
They didn't see people like us.
Not like that... They saw the strong and great in spirit whom their graves hid.
And now the grave in which the heroes sleep with a sleepless sleep sounds a song of peace.
They fought and died for a great cause, for a holy cause, and next to the graves of the old 
ones, there were fresh graves of silent heroes of the world war, with which they dotted the 
surrounding hills.



They lie related to one land, which embraced them forever, for whose greatness they laid 
down their lives.
And the trees rustle and chatter... With the rustle of branches bathed in the golden glow of the 
sun, a symbol of life, they want to reassure the fallen that their blood has not soaked the earth 
for nothing.
And they tell them about every ray of sunlight that laughs with joy when it sees a free land 
today, hungry for the work of our hands, they tell them how we must love this land in peace 
and brotherhood, how we must take care so that no tear of harm soaks into it.
The trees rustle so that they can sleep in silence, calm about the future of the homeland, under
whose feet both the old and the new ones have thrown their lives, and the trees rustle that we 
are their legal heirs...
The trees rustle above the graves of the Polish uhlans who, with a daring charge in 1919, 
destroyed the enemy batteries positioned on the castle hill, resurrecting the fame of Somo-
Sierra, and immortalized the name of their regiment, giving it the memorable nickname of the
"Jazłowiecki Uhlans".
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MONASTERY.

Next to the ruins, on the western side of the town, there is the above-mentioned palace, which
houses an educational institution for girls under the care of the SS. Niepokalanek 
(Congregation of the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary).
It can be said about this plant that it is one of the best establishments of this type in Poland, 
and its standard creates an atmosphere in which the young generation learns life under 
excellent management, contributing to society with a first-class element.

Monastery of  SS. Niepokalanki (Sisters of the Immaculate Conception).

Exemplary external order and, above all, hygiene of the plant can serve as an example for 
everyone. For these reasons, the monastery, next to the venerable ruins, is an object worth 
visiting.
In the town itself, it is worth seeing the Orthodox church, the former Armenian temple, which
has been in Russian hands since 1810, and the parish church.
They were destroyed during the World War, but today, strenuous and tireless human work has 
managed to at least partially heal the scars.



SYNAGOGUE.

 Jazłowiec. Synagogue.
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A wonderful Renaissance monument is the synagogue, which is now in ruins and dates back 
to the end of the 16th century, with a beautiful portal and an altar carved in stone.
Among the Armenian monuments, mention should be made of a stone well from 1611 and an 
Armenian measure carved in solid stone. The architectural traces of magnificent houses, shiny
decorations carved in stone, so often found, are worth knowing.
Other attractions include the preserved Armenian street, originally paved, and the cellars over 
which today's Jazłowiec is built.
In the church wall there is a tombstone of Gomułka, the first Polish musician who died on 
March 5, 1609, taken from the cemetery.
Although the town of Jazłowiec does not present anything interesting apart from these 
monuments, due to its great past and mainly nature, it is a nice place for tourists who want to 
get to know our country, especially since it has a convenient bus connection with Buczacz.

BEREMIANY.  DNIESTER JAR.

A few kilometers away, towards the south, lies the beautiful town of Beremiany, right on the 
Dniester.
Apart from the excavations from the 17th century. century before Christ, there is an 
interesting specimen of a rock monastery in the Transnistrian rocks.
In all probability, it dates back to the Middle Ages, and sheds interesting light on the ancient 
architecture of carving and expanding natural caves.
However, the most pleasant thing for a tourist is the sight of the rich and beautiful nature with
which the Dniester gorge is generously decorated.
This river, with a series of fantastic bends in a wonderful ravine, forms, just like the Strypa, 
from Buczacz to the mouth, the most beautiful part of the district.
A boat trip from Niżniów to Zaleszczyki leaves an unforgettable impression.
The Dniester winds here in a deep bed, its rocky walls rising in places over a hundred meters 
above the river.
The tributaries flowing from everywhere have carved these banks into hills, and the rich 
nature has decorated them with the beautiful Podolia bush.



Beremany, church of St. Mikolaj

On the concave side of the river bends, the walls are steep, on the convex side, the river 
peninsulas are flat, and further from the shore they rise in terraces.
The towns scattered on both banks of the ravine present picturesque views, extremely varied 
and colorful.
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In this section, the Dniester forms a large number of arcs, the chords of which are sometimes 
very short (e.g. south of Złoty Potok near the town of Uniż).
Before the war, there was a project to dig a canal along the chord into which the river bed was
to be directed.
The force of the fall that would be obtained in this way was to activate a power plant that 
would supply electricity to almost the entire eastern Małopolska region.

Beremany - Dniester.



Unfortunately, the war and today's difficult economic situation have left this matter in the 
sphere of projects that still have to wait a long time to be implemented.
However, we should wish that authoritative factors would thoroughly examine this matter 
and, if it is to bring serious benefits to our part of Poland, they would start implementing it.

SKOMOROCHY. 

You can take an excellent road from Jazłowiec through Strypa in Skomorochy to Złoty Potok.

Church of the Holy Ascension in Skomorochy.

This road, and especially its serpentine section in the Strypy ravine, deserves to be explored 
in every respect.
In Skomorochy, Strypa creates the most beautiful part of its ravine.
A road winds along its slope in dozens of serpentines, which in places hangs over a precipice 
several dozen meters high, with high rocks rising above it.
From a distance, the road appears as a silver thread stuck to a rock wall, all surrounded by the 
most delightful forest.
Delicious river and sun bathing, an abundance of berries, mushrooms and lots of birds make 
this charming place a perfect summer resort for weary nerves.
The immediate area has a number of attractions worth visiting.
Interesting excavations from the diluvial era, the geological structure of the Strypa ravines 
and the nearby Dniester ravine, rich deposits of gypsum, including crystals of unusual size, 
and the town of Potok Złoty provide pleasant entertainment for tourists.

POTOK ZŁOTY (GOLDEN STREAM).
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Potok Złoty has a bus connection with Buczacz.
On the southern side of the town, on a slight hill, there is a castle, largely in ruins.



Built of red stone, it forms a square with four towers, it was once quite a strong stronghold.
In the courtyard there are two old residential buildings, significantly transformed.
The founder of the castle and the town was Stefan Potocki.
Its history is little known.
In 1662 it was occupied by the Turks, in 1675 Sobieski captured it, and a year later it was 
captured by Ibrahim Sheitan and burned.

Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Stephen. Current status.

Potok's attractions include the parish church, built in 1634 and renovated in 1908. Gothic 
style.
Beautifully carved choir from the 18th century. in. frescoes, and in the great altar a curtain 
wall.
In the vestibule there is a characteristic portrait of the founder, Stefan Potocki.
There is a plaque embedded in the left wall, presenting the historical chronicle of the church, 
its founders and church authorities, and on the right side there is a painting presenting the 
Viennese need.

Behind the church there is a manor house, for the construction of which in 1840 fragments of 
a 17th century castle were used.
A few kilometers from Potok, towards the west and north, there is the village of PORCHOWA
with a rock monastery like in Beremiany.

KOROPIEC.

In the Dniester ravine at the road 28 km. from Buczacz, the old settlement of Koropiec, with 
the ruins of the former horodyszcz and traces of a prehistoric settlement.
In the park there is a magnificent palace of Count. Badeni.



Koropiec. Palace.

The farm in Koropiec is one of the best organized modern farms and, thanks to the courtesy 
of the Management Board, it is available to visitors.
The beautiful Dniester ravines stretching from Niżniów through Koropiec, Ostra, Ścianka, 
Kośmierzyn, Snowidów, Kościelniki, Hubin are a nice destination for boat trips along the 
river and are among the most charming natural specimens in the Buczacz County.

Koropiec - Orthodox church.

The Stanisławów-Buczacz railway route leads from Niżniów through a beautiful area among 
forested hills, rich in lime and gypsum deposits, hence the area is full of limestone rocks such 
as: Niżniów, Komarówka and Wyczółki.



MONASTERZYSKA.

By the railway route 18 km. from Buczacz, the factory town of Monasterzyska.
The first church in the city was wooden, built at the expense of Teresa, the widow of 
Aleksander Potocki, in 1719.

Monastery. Former Polish parish church of St. The Blessed Virgin Mary.
Currently - the Greek Catholic Church of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

In 1727, Józef Potocki increased the funds of the parish of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and later, with his funds, a new brick church was built and equipped, which was 
consecrated in 1751.

In 1907, the temple was restored, and another renovation was carried out in the interwar 
period.

After World War II, the last parish priest of the church, Fr. Antony Jonec left Monastrzysk, 
taking with him to Poland some of the church property, including the miraculous painting of 
Our Lady of Sorrows kept here.

The temple was closed on November 30, 1945 and turned into a warehouse. In 1991, the 
church was handed over to the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.



In the city there is a large tobacco factory, worth visiting, an old church, and traces of the 
former farmstead on the slope.

Buczacz, 1931.   
* * *

TRIPS ROUTES

For those who want to see these beautiful specimens of nature or human work in our district, 
we offer tours:
1. Buczacz—Podzameczek—Rukomysz (1 day on foot or by boat).
2. Buczacz—Jazłowiec—Beremiany (1 day by bus or two days by boat).
3. Buczacz—Potok Złoty—Sokulec—Skomorochy (1 day by car or boat).
4. Buczacz—Monasterzyska—Wyczółki—Komarówka—Ostra—Koropiec (2 days by boat or
1 day by car).
5. Nizhniów—Beremiany (on the Dniester by boat).

In the towns of Monasterzyska, Potok Złoty, Koropiec, Jazłowiec, meals on site in 
restaurants.
Accommodation in ho
telach and inns. Prices very affordable.
The District Branch of the Podolia Tourist and Sightseeing Society in Buczacz is of great help
with group trips. (District Department Offices).

ENDING

At the end of this modest book, it would be appropriate to write a few words about the 
benefits that trips provide to those practicing tourist sports, especially since we have already 
mentioned the importance of getting to know the country for you and society.
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It is natural that this matter can only be resolved from an individual standpoint.
Anyone who, after a mentally and nerve-exhausting job, dares to wander, can easily find out 
that only this way of resting in a constant change of surroundings and impressions gives 
maximum satisfaction.
There is a well-known saying that "travel educates".
And not only to foreign countries and beyond the seas, but even to the immediate vicinity.
The need to cope on a trip develops independence in us, develops character by overcoming 
small but painful obstacles and inconveniences that we encounter, and nothing strengthens the
body better than constant and reasonably regulated physical exercise.
After such a wandering, a person returns strong in spirit and body, not to mention the extent to
which he has enriched his mind with new impressions that were previously available to him 
only in the form of dry reading.
We know from experience how great the difference is between the values of concepts and 
judgments acquired on the basis of stories, descriptions, and our own sensory impressions. 
What an extraordinary value it is for us intellectuals to get to know our lovely people in their 
environment and living conditions, in their daily work.

How strongly such a rapprochement tightens the bonds of sympathy and trust and blurs class 
prejudices.
How many deep aesthetic emotions we experience at the sight of the beauty of the landscape, 
what ethical and civic sounds awaken in us when, full of contemplation, we stand in front of 
the monuments of a new culture and the work of our Ancestors.
How many granite bonds of friendship do we create during group trips, experiencing 
experiences together?
So instead of sitting and molding in various corners, let's move ourselves and others to the 
sun, air and health.
For young people, our trips should be a necessity of life.
The vigor of Health and the power of Thought must be pulsating within it, devoid of the 
sluggishness of inaction, because it must push the spirit into the eternal traditions of our 
Nation, bringing culture and education to the East, overcoming dams and obstacles and 
becoming worthy citizens of the resurrected Poland.

* * *
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