POLISE NOBILIRY RUSSLAL SWPIRE

Many Poles lived in the southwestern provinces of the Russian Empire.
Some families moved there, others continued to live on their ancestral lands, which
became part of Russia after the partitions of Poland.

The Senate Building of the Russian Empire.
Saint Petersburg. Senate Square, 1.

The Department of Heraldry of the Governing Senate (Department of Heraldry) is a
former institution of the Russian Empire, which in 1870 took over the authority from the
abolished Third Council of State to approve nobility and maintain genealogical records for
families from the Kingdom of Poland.

According to Russian law, each generation of Polish nobility had to confirm nobility in
Russia.

They often came from an ancestor who received nobility from the King of Poland and was
entered in the first or sixth part of the Nobility Register.

Part VI only included ancient noble families whose nobility was confirmed a hundred years
ago or earlier.

This means that when a family applied for entry into Part VI of the Nobility Register, it had
to be proven that the family's nobility was granted no later than a hundred years ago.

The regulations of November 6, 1850 specified another condition.

After this year, it was not necessary to count down 100 years, but to prove that the family had
obtained nobility no later than 1785.

Part I included families whose ancestors received nobility from Russian or foreign crowned
persons.

Also included in this section were people who had sufficient evidence to be classified as
nobility, but their ancestors were not nobility 100 years ago (or in 1785).
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To be included in the Nobility Register, descendants of such families had to provide nobility
institutions with evidence of the nobility of their ancestors and the descent of members of
each subsequent generation.

Since the final decision on the confirmation of nobility was made by the Department of
Heraldry of the Ruling Senate, files with such information documents are kept in the archive
of this institution, available in the Russian State Historical Archive (RGIA) - archive No.
1343.

Initially, the procedure for confirming the right to nobility for Polish families was easier than
in the case of nobility from other countries.

Since the first Polish uprising in 1830, they had to confirm their nobility not only in the Land
Assemblies of the Nobility, but also in the Heraldry Department of the Ruling Senate,
presenting numerous documents for this purpose.

Many Polish families were registered among the Russian nobility at that time.

After tightening the regulations, it was decided to appoint a Central Audit Commission to
investigate the activities of the Land Assemblies of the Nobles in the Kiev, Volhynia and
Podolia governorates.

This commission was established in Kiev after the suppression of the uprising in Poland in
1840. Many Polish families officially lost their nobility.
The documents of this Commission are available in the same Russian archive - RGIA.

In Poland, noble families did not receive a personal coat of arms, but the right to use a coat of
arms with a specific surname.
Several unrelated families used the same coat of arms.

In Russia, the family had to confirm their right to use the coat of arms, and some families
made minor changes to the uniform Polish coat of arms used by their ancestors.

On June 25, 1836, a special Department of Heraldry was established to consider the social
rights of people from Poland.

This department was also responsible for issuing nobility cards to people whose noble origins
were confirmed.

These acts included the image of the old Polish coat of arms, the right to which was
established by the Department of Heraldry for each noble family.

As soon as a given family was included in the nobility, it "automatically" received a coat of
arms.
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The coat of arms of the Russian Empire with t
he coat of arms of the Kingdom of Poland on the eagle's wing.

The Department of Heraldry was established to develop the Armorial of Polish Noble
Families.
The coats of arms that were to be included in the Armory had to be approved by the emperor.

The Department of Heraldry was subordinated to the State Council, which was abolished
in 1841.

The Department of Heraldry remained a special institution operating at the Joint Assembly
of Warsaw Departments in the Governing Senate.

Work on the preparation of the Armory of Noble Families of the Kingdom of Poland
officially began in 1849.



It was planned that it would consist of 8 volumes containing information about
approximately 850 coats of arms used by 3,500 noble families.

However, only two parts were allocated for the emperor's confirmation.

One - from January 10 (22) 1850, and the other from January 16 (28) 1851. Ultimately, only
two parts of this armory were published.

The first one contained 135 coats of arms, and the second one - 111.

In 1861, the Department of Heraldry of the Kingdom of Poland was abolished and its
functions were again entrusted to the State Council.
By then, 121 plates for the third part of "Herbarz" had been completed.

However, its publication was suspended.

In 1870, the State Council was also abolished.

From then on, the Heraldry Department of the Ruling Senate was responsible for considering
matters of honorary and nobility titles in the Kingdom of Poland.
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HEROLD OF THE KINGDOM OF POLAND

The imperial decree "law on nobility" of June 25 (July 7), 1836 imposed on the nobility
in the Kingdom of Poland were obliged to identify themselves as nobility (proof of
belonging to the nobility).

This law was intended by its creator:
R restore the rights due to the nobility,

& enable people of merit in administration or the army to obtain a title hereditary nobleman
(the right to apply was granted to:

military men in active service as an officer and to officials holding office civil class IV)

or personal (the right to apply was granted to:

military personnel who received an officer rank upon release from service, 10th class
government officials);

regardless of your class or rank it was possible to obtain any type of nobility "by the highest
grace".

R secure titles already held, provided that they are proven in the form of presenting proof of
status (diploma of the ruler; parliamentary constitutions conferring nobility or

a coat of arms, presented in the original or a removed copy from the files of the Crown and
Lithuanian Metrics,

a copy or transcript prepared from Volumin Legum, Journal of Laws of the Duchy of
Warsaw and the Kingdom of Poland;

title prince count or baron, provided the rights to use it were considered

previously by the former Senate of the Kingdom of Poland, and the person holding his or her
ID the ancestor was on the "Highest Approved List" of 1824;



it was also admitted that the person with the ID was born before 1795 a crown dignitary,
member of the Senate or the Chamber of Deputies,

held the position ambassador to foreign courts, s

he was awarded the Order of the Eagle White or Saint Stanistaw or

had "full ownership rights" one entire village - in this case, the evidence was the act of
purchase, sale, assignment,donations, intromission, inn decree,

family division act, and even

a later extract from the Prussian mortgage;

a person seeking nobility she had the rank of a Polish officer, from captain upwards;
liberalized in 1839 these criteria by imperial decree.).

Senate of the Russian Empire. Main entrance.

Considering and giving opinions on the presented evidence of nobility
entrusted to the HEROLD OF THE KINGDOM OF POLAND, established at the
Council of State and the Council of State itself (in the second instance).

Heraldia (Permanent Department, section IT) kept three types of nobility books:

& books of hereditary nobility who had nobility before it was announced
law,

& books of hereditary nobility who acquired nobility after the promulgation of the law,
& books of personal nobility.

Noble deputations established at provincial commissions were subject to the herald

(from 1837 under provincial government), having their own offices -

if the deputation accepted applications from the parties who identified themselves (applicants
for nobility), they were presented for approval of the Heraldry of the Kingdom of Poland,
and then, on her authority, entries were made in the appropriate nobility book.



The competences of noble deputations were actually limited to leading provincial nobility
books and mediation between the nobility from his own area of operation and Heraldia.

The imperial decree of May 31 (June 12), 1849, established the office of governorate
marshals of the nobility, who were to preside over the noble deputations and
run offices operating alongside them.

The process of verifying the nobility in the Kingdom of Poland lasted 25 years, formally it
has been closed by the imperial decree of May 24 (June 5), 1861, which liquidated Heraldry
along with noble deputations and offices of governorate marshals nobility.

The legislator intended to complete the verification of the nobility of the Kingdom of Poland
over two years, it actually lasted 25 years.

During this time, new nobility (acquired and conferred) was granted to 747 people (including
half of this number personal nobility), and over 17 thousand gained the former nobility status
confirmation.

OBTAINING CONFIRMATION OF NOBILITY MEANT:
R privileged status of military service (exemption from compulsory enlistment - for the new
nobility;
shortening the service period from 15 to 10 years and access to officer ranks - for former

nobility),

R preferences in access to secondary schools in the Kingdom of Poland and higher in the
Empire,

% exemption from corporal punishment and shackling during the investigation,

R facilitating finding employment and promotion in offices.
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