
KAMIENIEC.  THE CAPITAL OF POLISH KNIGHTS IN
PODOLIa

Based on Józef Antoni Rolle's book 
"PODOLIAN CASTLES IN THE MULTAIAN BORDERLANDS."

Kamieniec over Smotrycz.

Introduction.

The incorporation of Podolia into Poland.
 - Its three-fold colonization. - A troubled neighborhood. - Defense measures.

- The royal court, starosts, captains, and the levy.
 - The borderlands and their watchtowers, border castles, their significance, and the history

that summarizes the historical past of this richest corner of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth.

Lithuania inherited from the Batukan hordes a plain (below) covered with forests to the north and 
steppes to the south, bathed in the waves of the Black Sea.
On one side, the Dniester washed its western border, the Boh River bisected it, and beyond the Boh 
River it reached almost to the Dnieper, rising to Kizemeniec and encompassing a large swath of 
present-day Galicia.

   "  BUCZACCY".      HOME  PAG  E  OF  PORTAL     

   "  HISTORY      OF     THE      BUCZACCY      FAMILY  "    

This area was dotted with the wretched huts of sparsely populated settlements and the ruins of 
former strongholds, the capitals of the Ruthenian princes who had ruled here 130 years earlier.
The Korjatowie family, under the supreme supervision of Vytautas, were the first to develop Podolia,
rebuilding some towns, and rebuilding new ones.
At the end of the 14th century, this province was incorporated into Poland under the rule of 
Władysław Jagiełło.
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The rule of the latter was most conducive to the influx of various people into the Transnistrian 
region, settlements spread out into the steppes, emerged from the decimated forests, and even in the 
forests new towns and villages were growing almost every day.
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Kamieniec, however, stands out among them, taking on a kind of leadership. Here reside Lithuanian 
governors, the starosts of Podolia, handed down by the king, and here the Latin bishop has his seat.
Even at that time, conquering Kamieniec was no different than seizing the entire Podolia land – it 
was also conquered in turn by Vytautas against Theodore, and Jagiełło against Švitrigaila.

Besides old Petridava, even under Korjat's sons, Smotrycz, Skała, Bakota, Sokolec, Winnica, 
Bracław, and Krzemieniec were founded, which chroniclers call "a strong Podolia castle" and which 
at that time was the last outpost of Podolia.

The former capitals of the Ruthenian princes are also rising, but once pushed into the abyss by 
centuries of Tatar captivity, they are unable to regain their former power and glory.
—thus languishes the old Uszyca, enclosed between mountains and bordering the Dniester, 
Chervonohrod (Castrum rubrum, Chervonohrod).

Older than these two, Žvinogród on the Žvinyačka River
(Nestor calls it Zvenigorod, others call it Švinigorod, and Polish chroniclers call it Švinigród, or 
Šwinogród).
In 1126, the capital of the state of that name, under Jagiełło, was already a ruin, and its once-fortified
castle lay in ruins by the end of the 14th century.

In contrast, other, new or recent settlements are rapidly becoming populated.

King Władysław, the progenitor of a dynasty so dear to Poland, recognizing the need for 
colonization, granted wilderness areas and river banks to deserving individuals; in this respect, he 
followed in the footsteps of Casimir the Great, perhaps the most outstanding organizer in Europe at 
the time.
During the latter's reign, Międzybóż and Czarny Ostrów (Czernyj Horodok) rose again, and the king
conquered them and gave them to Lubart in 1366, on the condition that the latter remember their 
well-being.

Even earlier, he had settled his courtier, Prandota Szczukocki, in Pilawiec.
With Vytautas's permission, the clatter of axes resounds in Kniażaja Łuka on wet roots in the 
deserted forests, people build their dwellings, and from this depth of the forest rises Karaczów, later 
Karczmarzów, whose inhabitants, having advanced further eastward, founded the fortified castle of 
Szarogród on the Kielbaśna River, the Turkish Kuczuk-Istanbul, so famous in the history of our 
country.
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On the Murachwa River, the Jazłowiecki-Buczacki family founded the towns of Kopystrzyn and 
Murachwa.

Former Tatar settlements transformed into Slavic villages, resulting in several settlements bearing 
the same name, such as:
Tatarzyska near Kamieniec, Tatarzyska or Mukarów tatarski in today's Szycki County, and 
Tatarzyska on the edge of the northern forests near Snitków.
Koczubia on the Miodobprskie plateau, with neighboring Armenians populated by Armenian 
colonists, then engaged in agriculture, Kodłubajów (today's Kodłubajowce), and many other Tatar 
ruins. 
For his part, Jagiełło royally stewards the Podolia lands, as he aims to quickly populate them:
Zwaniec, a meager settlement of a few cottages on the Dniester, was given, along with a large area 
of land, to the knight Swyczek of Leczyna (1431).



Uście was given to Piotr Kaczorek, on condition of military service with one lance and two archers 
for the defense of Podolia (1403).
The vacant land, on which two beautiful villages were built: Fredrowce and Kadijówka, was given 
to Fredro of Pleszew for his bravery in the Battle of Grunwald (1410).
Chodko, from the family of despots from whom the Jarmolińskis descended, settled in Jarmolińce 
with Jagiełło's permission (1405).
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At the dawn of the 15th century, on the edge of the Podolia forests, on the marshes of the Rów 
River, a castle of the same name arose, later Bar, the property of Queen Bona, famous in the 
Cossack wars and even more renowned during the confederation named after him.

The Buczacki, Jazłowiecki, Monasterski, Tworowski, and Potocki families' family nests, 
as well as the capital of Podolia, Kamieniec. Map.

Latyczów was transformed into a small castle, with Teodoryk Buczacki, Piotr of Kielczynieć, acting 
as its mayor.
The inhabitants of Chmielnik grew so powerful that local rights were not enough for them; they 
demanded Magdeburg rights and received them from Casimir IV Jagiellon in 1448.

The Niemirów family, settled in Bakota by the Korjatowięza family, founded the town of Niemirów, 
then Targowica (Tarhowistia).
Orynin passed into the possession of the Kirdej family, distinguished men—in short, life was 
thriving in this corner.

And one could truly become attached to Podolia!

A beautiful land, gently curved hills, with deeply carved rivers whose banks enchanted passersby 
with their location, rich in forests, pastures, and a wide variety of game, lured them to itself, and 
having enticed them, it captivated them forever...

But alongside the beauty and wealth of Podolia, it was a considerable lure: 
the fertility of this province, now known to the entire world, was already admirable at the time.



Fulvius Ruggieri, in his description of Poland presented to the Pope, paints a picture of Podolia:
"The Podolia land is so fertile that it produces grass for the peasant, and without almost any 
cultivation, such an abundance of grain that, due to the lack of workers to harvest it, much of it is 
wasted on the filds. This is due to the considerable distance of this province from Polish trade routes 
and the lack of navigable rivers that could carry the grain to its destination, because, being 
unnecessary, there is no market for it there.
On the vast pastures of Podolia, multitudes of cattle graze, where, in addition to beautiful oxen, there
are so many rams that one can be obtained for less than a Julius (37 today's groszy).
The Turks also drive their rams to Polish pastures."
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However, we know from Sarnicki's testimony that trade routes existed even under Casimir IV 
Jagiellon;
 - for at that time, Podolia wheat was transported along the Dniester to the Polish port of Bilhorod 
(Akerman), from where it was transported by sea to Cyprus.

 - Under Sigismund the Old, constant embassies were sent from the Veneti to Poland, requesting the 
restoration of ancient trade routes and the sending of Polish grain to the archipelago;
 - and during the reign of his son Commendoni, the Cardinal even visited the rapids of the Dniester 
near Yampol and formulated a trade project with Venice.

All this, however, was to come to an end when, in the second half of the 15th century, the Turks and 
Tatars took control of the mouths of our rivers flowing into the Black Sea. 
Despite repeated commitments, they constantly posed obstacles to the entrepreneurs traveling by 
barge and caique, as Mr. Walery Dziedószycki wrote extensively in his journey at the turn of the last 
century. 
Naturally, this state of affairs must have affected the cheapness of local products, and this was quite 
significant, as can easily be seen from the soldiers' resolution included in the Sejm constitution of 
1609.
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But Podolia also had plenty of game, for we leave aside the quail with green or gray legs and 
swallows submerged in water in an unbroken chain throughout the winter, as Ruggieri and Beauplan
wrote about, based on fabulous accounts.

Suffice it to say that bison and wild horses populated the steppes and forests of Podolia; 
only the travelers quoted in our country speak of this explicitly.

The former maintains that the bison, during his stay in Poland (1565), was a common animal in 
present-day Prussia, Masovia, and Podolia. 
The latter speaks of wild horses as follows:
"They walk in herds of 50 and 60, and often frightened us when we took them for Tatars.
"These horses are of no use, neither wild nor domesticated, except for eating; their meat is tender, 
but in my opinion, very unpleasant.
"The local people improve the taste with spices; horse meat is sold in butchers' shops like beef and 
lamb.
"The horns from the hooves of these horses so compress their legs that they cannot run at all."

Adam Miciński, equerry to Sigismund Augustus, also speaks of wild horses in Podolia and argues 
that they were difficult to tame and that in the next generation, they were easily distinguishable.
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On the other hand, it must be admitted that our land, so rich, was strangely suited to Tatar attacks at 
that time. Not properly organized, possessing only a few roughly cobbled-together castles, its 
borders were open to both enemy and non-hostile forces.



And yet, regardless of this, people flocked here in droves:
the natives had already become accustomed to the Tatars and the rule of their recently driven-out 
Basques, while the inhabitants of Mazovia had been resettled to Red Ruthenia during the reign of 
the last Galician prince, Bolesław III.

Although at the end of the 14th century they moved to the Podolia lowlands, lacking a sense of 
colonization, they scattered among rural settlements and perished among the natives, adopting their 
customs, clothing, and ultimately their language. They thus constituted a homogeneous class with 
the Ruthenians, from whom they learned the method of avoiding encounters with an enemy greedy 
for both human flesh and human property.
This method depended on skillfully hiding both family and property in inaccessible forests and 
caves.

We have discussed above that Podolia was a forested country.
Lippoman, the Apostolic Nuncio to Poland during the reign of Sigismund Augustus, frequently 
mentions the impenetrable Podolia forests;
people often sought refuge there, uninvited guests from the steppe feared the forests because they 
suspected ambushes.
Caves, carved either by the hand of nature or by art in the rocky (soft sandstone) banks of rivers, 
were often intended for temporary shelter; especially along the Smotrych and Dniester rivers, there 
are many such hideouts; the most common ones still exist today.
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Next to the Ladawa Orthodox church in Mogilev County, in Biały Góra near Studenica
(Rączyński mentions it), in Muksza, Bakota, Załucze, or Czercz, for the latter bears two names; the 
human bones accumulated there suggest some terrible catastrophe.

Gosławski, speaking of the Załucze caves, claims in annotations to his poetry that he saw in a 
manuscript belonging to the archives of the estates of the bishops of Kamieniec a kind of transaction
from Chodkiewicz's time (i.e., from the late 16th and early 17th centuries), by which the owners of 
nearby estates reserved a common refuge for their subjects in caves in the event of a Tatar attack.

The local clergy, in their fact-poor church visits, made a dry note about these Czerczech hiding 
places, almost in these words:
"Years ago, the local people took refuge from the Tatars in a cave called Załucka, located on the 
Smotrych River;
A girl running down the river gave shelter, but the invaders, unable to get inside, filled the opening 
with flammable material, lit a fire, and strangled the people gathered in the cave."

Since then, the church has held processions to this place on the days of the Cross,
and in the past, the Jesuit Fathers, who once owned half of Załucze, sent a priest once a year to 
celebrate Mass for the deceased at the entrance to the cave.
We will add, incidentally, that today this duty rests with the priest of Załucze.

Gosławski, in his descriptive poem "Podolia," devoted a large section to the story of this event, 
while Przezdziecki depicted it for us in prose during his journey.

We will not repeat this seemingly terrifying legend here, except to add that to this day, human bones 
bleach there, and a wild periwinkle grows at the entrance to the cave, perhaps indeed from the 
bride's wreath, which she shed during her escape, returning with a jug of water from the river 
flowing just below.
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And above this peasant mass, similarly escaping invasions, stood a few people of boyar origin: 
Lithuanian governors, Polish starosts, former Koryat courtiers; these newcomers, having loved their 
country, and perhaps even their riotous life and their mission of civilization, earned citizenship in 
Podolia with their own breasts and blood.

Let us list here the dozen or so noble families that arrived in this period (from the removal of Tatar 
slavery to the mid-15th century).

From the Lithuanian and Ruthenian families, the following deserve mention:
the Powała family, coat of arms Ogończyk, one of whom was the starost of the country even before 
the arrival of Spytek Mielsztyński;
the Ryński family, coat of arms Korczak from Sokolec;
the Karaczew family, founders of Karczmarzów under Vytautas;
the Kirdeje family, the Dalejowski family, the Zawisz family, coat of arms Herburt; and the 
Niemirow family, coat of arms Gozdawa.

At the forefront of the first arrivals from Poland, among the first pioneers, stands the Buczacki 
family, bearing the Abdank coat of arms.

A future historian of our region, if they wish to be a faithful narrator of its history, will encounter 
this surname at every turn, and it's no wonder – as many boys in this family, as many men are ready 
to shed their last drop of blood for the good of the country and its happiness.
They serve it with cross and sword in hand, as advisors, as defenders, as propagators of the Latin 
rite, and with it, Western civilization.
Eternally mounted, eternally armed, they descend like a hurricane upon the enemy, everywhere they 
appear, from Krzemieniec (Kamieniec in Podolia) to the Black Sea.
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And this name became so intertwined with the history of Podolia that Paprocki and Niesiecki added 
several fabulous progenitors to it, as if real and imaginary merits were not enough.
According to them, the head of the family was supposed to be Gabriel, castellan of Kamieniec from 
1260, probably under Tatar rule?;
after Gabriel, Mikołaj became the voivode of Podolia, also in pariibus, because there was no thought
about a voivodeship at that time; The land of Podolia was part of the Tatar Khanate, headed by the 
Baskaks.
In 1332, Buczacka married Piotr Gasztold, governor of Olgierd in Podolia, who was baptized out of 
love for this woman.

So far fairy tales - now genealogy confirmed by facts:
in the first half of the 15th century, three Buczacki brothers lived in Podolia: 

- Michał Buczacki the oldest, starost of Podolia, he was the most active in the liberation of Podolia 
during Świdrygiełło's rule, then he became the castellan of Galicia, he died in a battle with the 
Tatars, driving them out of Podolia in 1438, 

- Theodoric Buczacki took part in all his brother's adventures, he expelled Michał, Sigism from 
Podhajece, Jakób Buczacki,  castellan of Halych, then voivode of Podolia in 1493; 
und's son, from the Podolia castles, and died in the Krasne field in Multany in 1450. 

- Mużyl or Mirzał, or Michał Muzyło Buczacki - the third brother, voivode of Podolia from 1469.

- Teodor Buczacki, uncle of those, starosta of Sniatyn, castellan of Kamieniec, prisoner of Fedek 
Ostrogski, Świdrygiełło, Teutonic Knights; He was shouted at for taking over Rów by the Tatars in 
1452.



- Bartłomiej Buczacki, son of Teodoryk Buczacki Jazłowiecki, starost of Podolia, killed in battle 
against the Tatars in 1457;

- Jakób Buczacki of Podhajce, son of Michał Buczacki, castellan of Galicia, later voivode of Podolia
in 1493;

- finally, son of Jakob Buczacki from Podhajece, Jakób Buczacki, bishop of Kamieniec and then 
Płock, the last of the family.... - brother of Katarzyna Buczacka...
in a word, the highest dignitaries, both clergy and lay people, and almost all of them die on the 
battlefield for independence....

After producing so many heroes, this honest family completely disappeared from the political scene 
in the mid-17th century,
(in 1880, the author, Dr. Józef Antoni Rolle, did not have access to the archives in Kamieniec 
Podolski and Bessarabia, where the Buczacki family records were located until the end of the 
19th century),

and he was so dear to the country that the last of the Buczackis from Podhajece, Katarzyna, the 
bishop's sister, who married Tworowski of the Pilawa silver coat of arms, gave him her surname, 
only renouncing the coat of arms;
from her came the Buczaccy-Pilavites, but not as chivalrous as the Abdanki.
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This Kamieniec starosty was, as they say, beneficial to the people who got into it, because they 
gained both fame and fortune - suffice it to recall that the Kalinowskis, Potockis, Kątskis, and 
Czartoryskis were the starostes of Kamieniec.

But let's get back to the Buczacki family - apart from knightly work, they also did not neglect the 
colonization of the country:
on the shores of the Black Sea, next to the Polish cities of Belgorod and Ochakiv,
they settled empty lands, and soon found worthy followers in the Sieniawski and Jazłowiecki 
families, whose disputes with Władysław Warneńczyk over the ownership of sea embankments 
frequent in this area are preserved in records to this day.
(In 1880, the descendants of Teodoryk Buczacki Jazłowiecki of the Abdank coat of arms were 
mistakenly divided into three families.
The Buczacki family from Jazłowiec could change their surname to Buczacki, Jazłowiecki or 
Monasterski several times depending on the situation).

In the depths of Podolia, closer to Red Ruthenia and Volhynia, 
settle the Fredro family of the Bończa coat of arms, 
the Herbut family in Kniażpol near Kamieniec, of which they are the founders, 
the Zamiechowski family of the Gryf coat of arms in Zamiechów, 
the Brzeski family of the Ciołek coat of arms, 
the Gosławski family of the Kielbas family of the Nałęcz coat of arms, 
the Tworowscy family of the Pilawa coat of arms, 
the Koniecpolski family of the Pobóg coat of arms, 
not to mention those mentioned above and favored by Casimir the Great and Władysław Jagiełło.

At that time, our nobility was still poor, engaged in organizational work, surprised from time to time 
by the Tartar invasion, standing armed and armed on the border of the state reaching to the seas.
Agricultural activities are not for her, she gives the land to peasants, content with a modest and not 
burdensome tax. . .
because life here is also modest, and the fighters don't even dream of luxury.
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Family nests of the Podolia knights: 
the Buczacki, Jazłowiecki, Monasterski, Tworowski, and Potocki families

Since the middle of the 15th century, things have been changing, colonization, which was so 
beautifully conceived, suddenly begins to weaken; especially when the Ottomans established 
themselves in Constantinople, when the Turks fraternized with the Tatars, and following the partition
route, they entered Wallachia and extended their rule along the right bank of the Dniester.

It is not our intention to touch on the history of the Tatar region, although on the other hand it should
be admitted that only sincere knowledge of this history can clarify many complex issues in the 
history of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in general and the Podolia Voivodeship in 
particular.
However, assuming that the kind reader is familiar with the subject, we will only add a few words 
here as a reminder.
Namely, it should be remembered that Bate's Kipchak Horde was divided into three main groups: 
Kazan, Astrakhan and Crimean.



The Kazan Tatars did not visit us at all, the Astrakhan Tatars, or Zawolski Tatars (from beyond the 
Volga), visited Rus' more than once, but, receiving an inhospitable reception and having bad luck in 
wrestling, they finally had to retreat.
Next to them and from them arose the Nogai Khanate, whose main habitat was on the left bank of 
the Don - this is the wildest people. Bielski and Stryjkowski mention him with horror.
The Noahide Tsariks often disturbed their Crimean brethren by taking away their loot from Poland, 
but in the end they had to succumb to the superiority of their neighbors from the peninsula - this 
happened at the beginning of the 16th century (1510).

The Crimean Tatars, also known as the Perekop Tatars, took over 70,000 Nohajs captive, and the 
greater half (40,000) of them (40,000) were settled by the victorious Han at the mouth of the 
Dnieper.
They gave rise to the Belgorod Tatars, who lived between Izmail and Akerman, as well as on the 
Budjak steppes.

These two newly established colonies of wild robbers caused the greatest harm to our province, and 
in Polish chroniclers they appear under the name of not only the country.
They are helped by exiles from Podolia, settlements in Dobrucza, and new arrivals from Poland, 
known in history under the general name of Lipków.
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And seas of tears and blood, millions of people and pennies cost us these visits, counting only the 
more important ones given by the chroniclers, we must be surprised at their enormity.
Until the middle of the 15th century, however, only four more important attacks were told to us by 
contemporary historians in the last 20 years, but in the next century (1450-1550) we count 24 of 
them.
Then the Tatar routes, so famous in our history, were created, especially the three main ones:
- Czarny from Cherkasy, Kaniów and Polonny, entering Volhynia and following the northern border 
of today's Podolia Governorate;
- Kuchmen or Han, originating at the fords of Kuchmen and Kodyma, deep into Podolia, cutting into
the very center of it;
- Wołoski ran along the right bank of the Dniester towards the graves of Pokutia; the latter two were 
especially dangerous for the voivodeship at that time, although wild hordes of Tatar thugs often 
flowed thickly and along the black trail towards the upper counties.

The most terrible attacks, impressive in number of the enemy, belong to this period.
Podolia, often stripped of its troops, could not resist them and was the first to fall victim to their 
ferocity.
The Tatars usually set up a camp in a safer place ("set in a basket"), from which they spread out 
across the country, spreading out for 50 miles along and across it.
They usually avoided towns that were defensive, as it was not their custom to engage in long sieges.
After properly destroying a certain town, they left quietly and during the first night's stay behind the 
border of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, there was a division of people, treasures, 
equipment and herds... there was crying and groaning, we cannot repeat here.
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Well, for a century all this colonization work is suspended, or at least it is not so great as to 
compensate for the wrongs done by the enemy; the settlements of the nobility are small, we find 
only seventeen families in Niesiecki's case and all this or people hardened in the fights with 
paganism, disregarding his neighborhood, set to work in the borderlands with a plowshare with their
hand resting on their saber.
People in these battles, winning a piece of land with their blood and sweat as a reward for their 
bravery...



At the end of this period, the borders of Poland, finally pushed away from the sea into the interior of 
the country, constitute a more compressed and armed border, on which thousands of eyes are 
watching, turned towards the silent and mute steppes, and at any moment ready to swarm with an 
entire cohort of barbarian enemies, sneakily flowing into the borders of the Republic of Poland.

Graves, burial mounds and earthworks can be found here in impressive numbers even then.
Szajnocha proves that they numbered over 6,000, while at least one and a half hundred of them 
settled in the borderlands.

Well, in order to examine the above-mentioned issue more clearly, we must answer the question: 
what defense measures did the country have during these constant attacks on its southwestern 
borders? 
Very inadequate, namely:
the royal court, if the king was in Podolia or its vicinity, the popular militia of starostas and captains,
and finally the quarter army.
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It may seem strange how the court could protect the country from the enemy; However, it should not
be forgotten that the former meaning of the court was completely different, because in addition to 
officials serving the monarch, it also included a large army to protect him.

The courts of the rulers in Poland were quite splendid, as evidenced by Ruggiery, the Apostolic 
legate to Sigismund Augustus:
“Usually, says he, many nobles, called courtiers, are hanged next to the king, each of whom keeps 
from four to ten horses;
the king pays them five zlotys (today's 37) per horse per quarter, their number is unknown, but may 
reach up to 1,500.
It is their duty to accompany the king on the road with as many horses as they are obliged to keep; 
they take him to war. . .
There are also 2,000 other nobility, called servants, who do not serve the king like courtiers, but are 
obliged to go with him to war or wherever he goes, they also take wages for two horses, but in 
addition to the carriages, they keep four more."

In this area, Sigismund Augustus had one hundred pages called bailiffs, two hundred soldiers to 
guard the wagons, a bodyguard of 150 halberdiers or dragoons, and these were the best paid, 
because they took 72 zlotys a year (close to 700 today), horses from the royal stables and clothes 
twice a year.

It is easy to understand that such a court consisted of almost 8,000 war men, so it could impress the 
enemy.
With his help, Jagiełło conquered the Podolia castles, and after the king's death, the Polish lords sent
the court to Podolia, fearing a new attack by Svidrigaila.

With such a court, Prince Olbracht defeated the Tatars at Kopystryn on the Murachawa River in 
1489.
He sent a similar court when he was already king in 1498, but he was unable to do anything against 
the great onslaught of the enemy.
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The second means of defense was the levy (until the mid-16th century), very few in the borderlands 
that were leaning out of the depths of history:
we know that each settler received a piece of land with the condition that in case of danger he would
defend the threatened country with a certain number of soldiers, but there were very few settlers.

Usually, Ukrainian starostas were ordered to unite when necessary and provide protection to the 
endangered people, protect citizens' property and, in general, the security of the country.



In the beginning, starostas had their own banners, so Podolia was already present under Jagiełło, 
commanded by Buczacki at Grunwald.
The number of Podolia knights under Buczacki's command was so great that the Podolia army was 
divided into three banners.

On the Multan (Moldavian) and Tatar borders, for a long time, they had been protected by guards, 
which were under the direct order of the starosta;
in 1441, when the Tatars robbed a castle on Rów (later Bar) and took Stogniew Rej and his family 
prisoner; There was a great outcry against the staroste of Kamieniec for not setting up or taking care 
of them.
Usually, the starostas of Kamieniec, Bar, Zinkov, Trumpowo, and Lvov offered each other help in 
times of danger, „and if at least 200-300 people were gathered under their command, they would 
immediately fly after the enemy laden with loot, catch up with him, completely destroy him, take 
away his belongings and return with his brothers to Jassyr. taken, and hence joy, thanksgiving 
services, general rejoicing,
until the glow of fires shining broadly in the sky again warns of a new robbery committed by a 
dangerous enemy”.

At first, such units were irregular, established and disbanded at will, and eventually they began to 
constitute compulsory guards; All revelers and dangerous ghosts come to this guard team from 
almost all over Poland.

The constitutions introduce a new office, a new honor: "cavalry captain in Podolia", which means 
that the holder of this title stood armed on the border, chasing the Tatars.
It was the first degree of merit, the first rung by which one entered the Senate, obtained the 
hetmanship, and sometimes even the crown - after all, Sobieski raised it on the Chocim fields!
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The first cavalry captains achieved considerable fame, so later every major dignitary in the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, following in their footsteps, sought happiness, fame or death on these 
trails. . .
These captains often defeated the enemy on their own, and among them Jazłowiecki and Latalski 
were the first to try to transfer the war to the Tatar councils in 1529,
and although unfortunate, it found happy followers, over whom the art of warfare was surpassed by 
that outstanding in our history Bernard Pretwicz (Prethficz, Prethwicz), a native of Silesia, starosta 
of Bar and Trębowel.

He found out that the army composed on the lairs, usually heavy armored units, was not suitable for 
occasional skirmishes;
stretched between Kamieniec and Międzyboż, two strongholds at that time better equipped than 
others, it was not mobile enough, it lacked the agility needed to persecute the insidious enemy, 
which almost escaped from the clutches.

So, after arriving in Podolia in 1537, he fortified Bar on the orders of Queen Bona, rebuilds the 
Vinnytsia castle, advances the Ukrainian border to Cherkasy and Kaniów, and finally creates a 
Cossack cavalry on agile horses, composed of persistent people, and with them begins a ten-year 
fight against the Tatars:
he stands several times at Ochakov, Kilia, and Belgorod, destroys thousands of the enemy, plunders 
millions of robberies from his hands, rescues groaning masses of the people in captivity, and was 
about to make his presence known to the thugs, when his fame spread to the court of Padyszach and 
the Porte sent complaints to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth against Pretewicz.
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Gmin, however, writes songs in his honor, a fraction of which has survived to this day in the form of
a proverb: "for Mr. Pretwic, the border burns from Tatar".



Under the care of this heroic starosta, whom the chroniclers mention with ecstasy, the country is 
populated, trade and agriculture begin to flourish.
Podolia is becoming richer, and the Commonwealth, recognizing the need for such a regular and 
active, vigilant and aggressive defense, after the death of Pretwic in 1565, constitutes a quarter army
on the Tartar-Multan borders, maintained at the king's expense, and numbering from 2 to 5,000 
people at various times.

Another equally famous borderland fighter, Stefan Chmielecki, belongs to the 17th century. 
He is the inventor of a new way of warfare, he does not like to go deep into the Tatar region, but 
rather to lie on the trails where he will destroy the enemy by trickery.
A poor nobleman, Count Bończa, initially settled in a "servile" village in the Ostrog region, then a 
tenant of Krasne (1618), a town located deep in Podolia, came with his own banner to Cecora, but 
withdrew from there prematurely, which was considered a bad thing for him.
However, he washed away this guilt in constant fights with the Tatars, among whom he became 
extremely popular
- In their opinion, the "Chmielecki sabak (dog)" represented the god of destruction, and women in 
the Tatar Crimea used it to scare their children.
“He watched with strained eyes and ears, one foot in the stirrup,
and when he got wind of the Tartars, he did not wait for them to spread devastation throughout the 
country, but met them on the border with a saber in his hand, at the head of armored men and 
Cossacks, and after giving them a good flogging, he chased after them into the Dniester and wild 
fields.
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In 1621, Chmielecki came into the service of Tomasz Zamojski, he received 2,000 annual jurgelt, in 
addition, Międzyboż and two villages: Szczuczynice and Dewce, and Krasne in a gracious (free) 
lease.
The most important battles he fought are worth mentioning: 1623 with Islemi Murża, whom he beat 
to death; wounded in the right side during the battle, he took great revenge in 1624 by defeating the 
Tatars again.
In 1626, he met them under the leadership of Nuredin Sultan and Kantemir in the vicinity of 
Białocerkiv; a complete pogrom took place here: 11,000 of the enemy remained in the square.
His victory at Usti at the ford of the Dniester was equally brilliant.
And the people composed songs about him, one of them was placed in a footnote to the speech 
given at the hero's funeral by the eminent Fabian Bierkowski, it began as follows:
"Right Chmielecki, famous man! Such was the like of old times.
Not one century, not two, will pass, And your fame will not perish.”
This borderland knight died in 1630.

Let the two above-mentioned fighters serve as proof of how high the Republic of Poland raised 
people who distinguished themselves in its defense.
Bernard Pretwic was only the starosta of Trębowel and Bar, but his son Jakób had already served as 
a senator in the country (castellan of Kamieniec Ud 1589 to 1617, then voivode of Podolia until his 
death in 1613, and he also had landholdings: he got Szarawka, which after his father's death the 
estates of the assembly gave to his son to his descendants as an eternal inheritance
times"; the same son, in a privilege issued by Sigismund III, was appointed the owner of Ulanów, 
also graciously given to him by the king.
24
The second Chmielecki, from a simple official, a private, and finally a cavalry captain serving as a 
jurgielt, became the voivode of Kiev.

But a free-spirited life in the borderlands, not subject to the rule of law, or rather being beyond any 
law, sometimes gave rise to wild desires in turbulent people, dissatisfied with the prevailing order, 
and unpunished willfulness ended either in apostasy or a crime...



There are many such renegades in the historical scene, the son of Bielski talks about one of them as 
follows: 
"A Pole from Bielecki, a resident of Lublin, of the Janina coat of arms, one thing was that he rolled, 
and after that he came from Turek to Poland under King Stephan, and he wanted to live here, but 
one thing was that he did not want to abandon his evil faith. „
King Stephan, wanting to retain him as an ambassador, because he knew Turkish and Tatar, gave 
him certain accommodation in Podolia, but the king gave and the lords took.
"Why did the angry Bielecki run away to Tatar and visit Tatars on his homeland?"

Nevertheless, a prominent place is occupied by Białoskorski, the favorite of the Crimean khans, and 
Ivashko "poturmak", the famous Abaza-basha; both of them, having obtained the highest honors 
from the enemy, then harassed their native land.

Similar renegades multiplied especially during the Turkish rule in Podolia, and the most dangerous 
of them, Murza Swieczarczyk from Lviv, has been vividly depicted in history.
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However, also in the Polish ranks guarding the borders of Podolia, there were often people who 
would not be tolerated anywhere in any country, under any other conditions.
These people are duplicitous heroes and thugs, full of sacrifice, although defiled by crime, eternally 
vigilant to every move of the enemy, and in times of temporary peace, destroying the property of 
their brothers worse than the enemy.

Indeed, one must read history carefully and find the right position to properly understand what was 
the reason for such a strange mixture of disregard for national law and a high conviction in the need 
to defend the country whose institutions were trampled on.
Krzysztof Zborowski, passionate about private revenge, lurking on the borders of Poland for the 
power of a neighboring country under the protectorate of the Republic of Poland, gives us a foretaste
of these borderland outlaws, fighting for the homeland that condemned them to exile.

The Stadnicki Devil, the Zygwul starosta, is a passage from that to the late Samuel Łaszcz, the 
imaginer of rampant willfulness and heroism.
But even later, any storm on the borderland mounds (and when was there not one here?) brought to 
life figures strangely incomprehensible to us, let us only mention Mytek Wereszczatyński, who ran 
the area around this town during the Bar Confederation. However, regardless of the screaming rapes,
abuses and crimes, he remained peacefully in his family home.
To give you an idea of how popular this man was, let us add here that even now, after so many years,
a peasant fearfully visits the chapel where his body was laid to rest. . . In the legend, to this day, this 
figure vibrates with life and rises from the grave on a dark night to torment the poor people as 
before.
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But we have strayed away from the subject, our point is to demonstrate ways of defending the 
borderlands.

We said above that there were guard posts on the mounds, nitrate mounds and border graves, and 
here we will also add that they were equipped with tar barrels and "royal bells" - both were supposed
to warn of danger.

In the 16th century, it became the duty of the junior hetman, the so-called field crown hetman, to lie 
in the Podolia borderlands and guard the border.
At this time, a new office of "guardian of the three routes" is established, highly respected. 
A small part of this and other means of defense are emerging, namely groups of castles and border 
forts, on the Kuczmański route - Bar with neighboring Mohyłów, Szarogrod and Miądzyboz;
in Wołoskie - Kamieniec with Czarnokoziniec, Zwaniec and Paniowce.



This trail is also guarded by earthworks, which often serve as a shelter for the enemy plundering the 
country;
they usually stood on a raised plane (plateau) in places from which a large area of the country could 
be viewed at once.
This can be easily confirmed by visiting the remaining graves, impressive in their size and as if built
by giants:
in the Orynin fields - Stanisław Tarnowski's work in 1587, Żółkiewski sought a temporary respite 
there in 1618, and in 1672 Doroshenko occupied it, then constituting the rear guard of the countless 
hosts of Muhammad IV.
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A few days later, Doroshenko changed the Crimean khan to Selim Giray, and from there he wrote 
letters to Sobieski, offering to mediate between the Sultan and Michał Korybut;
near Zwaniec, above the village of Braha, by Chodkiewicz in 1621, and finally in the vicinity of 
Kamieniec, on the Muksza river, by Stanisław Koniecpolski in 1633, and also occupied by the 
troops of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth during the times of Zwaniacka's need:
here it was Lubomirski who made a deal with the Crimean khan, at this sad and humiliating moment
for our troops.

Under the care of these fortresses and guards, the country began to be populated surprisingly quickly
again.
From the mid-16th century until the death of Władysław IV (1648), his appearance changed 
completely, villages appeared like mushrooms after rain;
protective castles are like the core, the nucleus of the settlement, which occupies increasingly larger 
areas around them, boldly delving into the steppes.

As if we have become familiar with the enemy, we ignore his predatory preferences and respond to 
his stratagem with a stratagem.
Due to the constitution authorizing the king to distribute borderland lands to people who have made 
good contributions to the national cause, huge estates are being created here, belonging to one 
family. 

The highest dignitaries - senators, hetmans, generals of Podolia, consider it an honor to have land in 
the borderlands and colonize it, encouraging them to settle it more quickly with favors and grants. 
The Ukrainian borderlands were developed by the Wiśniowiecki, Ostrogski, Rożyński, Zasławski, 
Zbaraski, Zamoyski and Daniłłowicz families.
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Podolia, more populated than the empty areas beyond the Bohemia and the Dnieper, did not provide 
enough conditions for an easy increase in landed estates, but even here, already in the 16th century, 
estates belonging to the Kalinowski, Potocki, Koniecpolski, Sieniawski and Mielęcki families began
to dominate over other areas.

Walenty Aleksander Kalinowski, the owner of several dozen (over 40) villages near Kamieniec, also
received from Sigismund III the Uman forests (30 miles around the area called Umania),
and his son, field hetman Marcin, going to the camp near Batowo to cut the Cossacks' path to 
Wallachia, as a God-fearing lord, submitted a codicil to his will in the Bratslav acts,
by virtue of which he passed on to his heirs the order to fund 12 churches on his estate, with a decent
salary for those times.

The Koniecpolskis were superior to the Kalinowskis in wealth, in the hetman's estates, seven 
villages were established every year around the fortified town, and the engineer Beauplan, who 
remained in his service, founded 50 cities and towns in the borderlands in a very short time.

When Ukraine, together with Podolia, came under the rule of the Turks by virtue of the Treaty of 
Buchach in 1672, Stanisław Koniecpolski, the crown prince, lost a huge piece of land on which 



87 towns and 192 villages were located, which gave him an annual income of 740,000 zlotys at that 
time (over 2,200,000 today), apart from the income from oxen, which amounted to "plus or minus 
4,200 in the third year" and saltpeter per year at 14,500 stones.
The further fate of these Podolia-Ukrainian estates belonging to the Koniecpolski family is 
interesting, so interesting that the kind reader will not blame us if we briefly describe the 
developments they went through.

At the end of the 17th century, their owner was Jan Aleksander Koniecpolski, voivode of Sieradz, 
and he received them as an inheritance from his uncle, the castellan of Kraków.
It is true that he received this inheritance during the Turkish rule in Podolia, but even after the 
Ottomans left, he did not think about managing his inheritance, even though it deserved it: 
it stretched from Kamieniec (Dunajgrodzki area - the voivode's native estate) to Sawrań, and 
covered the entire present-day Pobereże;
others were located on the Dnieper.
30
In the great times there were 300 rural and urban settlements here, now they are empty.
In truth, John Alexander had no direct successors, he was satisfied with what he had in the 
Ruthenian Voivodeship (Brody, Dorogobuzh, Jarosławszczyzna); Yielding to persuasion, he began to
colonize Jarosław, but since the colonization exposed him to costs and was unsuccessful, he gave it 
up.
The heirs will get a lot anyway, thought the voivode while looking for a successor.
He finally found it in the person of Lenart Koniecpolski, the castellan of Bracław, a young man of 
great hopes.
He bequeathed all the settled estates to him, and he invested a total of PLN 50,000 in donations to 
the courtiers in the Ukrainian and Podolia wilderness. then; the largest of them went to Jan 
Walewski, as can be easily seen from the words of the will of the voivode of Sieradz:
"of the son of the late His Majesty, Mr. Walewski, who remains at this time under the sign of my 
fame, out of my affection, which I always have against this house and the bond, I am bequeathing 
the sum of PLN 12,000 in the villages of Rybnica and Szpikowo, in the Bracław Voivodeship, and 
that the said His Majesty, Mr. Jan Walewski, has not given up on these properties until now "The 
amount will not be paid to His Majesty."
The nobleman accepted the donation with a grateful heart, but he kept the bequest in his pocket, and 
he did not move from Sieradz, where he had estates, and did not care about his mortgaged villages.
Koniecpolski's will, from which we drew, written in 1702. 
Destiny wanted the testator to outlive his successor, the above-mentioned Lenart, the castel of 
Bracław, who was the last of the family, and the house expired on him; so he abandoned his hands, 
forgot about the Poberez estates, and left only a few creditors there;
for example, Leduchowski held a pledge of PLN 40,000 on the Szarogrod estate, which was better 
managed than others, as it brought him PLN 30,000 in annual income.
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After the death of the voivode of Sieradz, Walewski paid off all his claims and acquired the rights to 
the Ukrainian estates that had once belonged to the Koniecpolski family.
But do you suppose that he went to Podniestria and sent at least a conscientious inspector? 
Wherever... he was put off by both peasant revolts and emptiness, which were considered too 
exaggerated in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Several years passed like this.

It was then that Stanisław Lubomirski, son of Jerzy, voivode of Sandomir, then the only substole of 
the crown and staroste of Nowy Sącz, a man of very modest fortune but great energy, started 
knocking to Walewski, asking him to give up his rights;
nobleman 
"he did not want to enrich the princes and replied that he did not know any of the Lubomirskis.
Podstoli used a trick.



He had poor Walewski at his court and, giving him 100,000 tynfs, encouraged him to try his luck; 
"the heir did it for his namesake, which he did not do for Lubomirski."
Podstoli gave his courtier another hundred thousand in compensation and became the richest lord in 
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
It is true that he farmed diligently and colonized persistently.

60 years later the estate fell apart! divided into four estates, divided among four sons; one of these 
inheritances was sold, between 1788 and 1798, for the round sum of 9,000,000 rubles (PLN 
60,000,000), regardless of the fact that the landed estates were not of great value due to the changes 
taking place in the country.
This may serve as a scale for the Koniecpolski family's legacy.

The Potocki family, of mediocre wealth, gained their fortune as a general in Podolia, and only in the 
mid-17th century, after the extinction of the Kalinowski family, whose estates became theirs, did 
they become famous for truly royal wealth.
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Suffice it to say that a descendant of one of the richest "lines" of Tulczyńska, namely Szczęsny 
Potocki, left a legacy to his children at the beginning of this century
14 cities and 369 villages, and in them 144,725 "male souls", or rather 294,725 settlers of both 
sexes. 

The Sieniawski family entered Podolia at the beginning of the 16th century.
Nicholas, the Russian voivode, Grand Hetman of the Crown, starosta of Halych and Kolomyia, was 
the first to make a happy start:
"by guarding the Polish border and settling empty lands at his own expense, he deserved thanks to 
his bravery and courage that no district or land was harmed by his mace."

And this house grew into an estate, it had six keys in Podolia, and in them up to 100 villages and 9 
towns, between which two - Międzybąż and Satanów - grew into outposts with impressive defense; 
the first on the black route, the last on the Wallachian route.

This family died out by the sword at the beginning of the last century, and the daughter of the last 
Sieniawski family brought a fortune of several million gold coins into the Czartoryski house.

The inhabitants of Mielec, Gryf coat of arms, emerged at the beginning of the 16th century, and a 
hundred years later they disappeared from the historical scene almost imperceptibly.
They were related to the first families in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, such as the 
Tączyński family, the Firlej family, the Radziwiłł family, and Fr. Słucki, Ostrorog, Chodkiewicz - 
their fragmented estates also passed there as dowries.

Virtually the last of this family, John, who did not even run for office
- "a calm lord, loving piety and justice", distributed estates to churches, and also offered a large key 
of Podolia to the dethroned Wallachian hospodar...

However, apart from these first-magnitude stars, the Podolia Voivodeship also had smaller owners:
in the Ukrainian borderlands, the nobility fraternized with the people, perished in it, fell in love with 
it as the Masurian colonies perished in it
- here, the jewel of the nobility and in a modest bodice was valued, the diminutive nobility did not 
stop preserving the old Polish traditions and customs, and both made them superior to the 
commoners, although they did not sin at all in terms of education, but the sense of duty sucked with 
milk made them into heroes rather than thugs. . .
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And a lot of this privileged class of people settled in our country at the end of the 16th and the 
beginning of the 17th century, we counted over 88 families, and each of them, as if out of custom, 
out of internal need, is struggling with colonization, at least sets up a home in the wilderness, and 
this can and often does become the nucleus of a populous and widely spread settlement:
Dyakowscy (Damian) at the beginning of the 16th century. century, in the royal forests they settle 
Litynka, the ancestor of the city of Lityna and those countless Lityna maidans on the border of the 
former voivodeship located,
The Podfilipski family founded Podfilipie nad Zbruch in 1510,
Bolanowski family Chodorowce near Kamieniec,
Dobromirscy Kryków, Kopyciuscy Kopyczynice, Wołodyowskiscy Wołodyowce etc. 

However, the most important effort of the nobility was either the founding of towns or the raising of 
rural settlements to this dignity;
a town usually had more life in it, had more colonization resources, and soon slobodas, futors, 
suburbs, the beginnings of future agricultural villages, were built around it.

In this respect, the Sieniawski family is the first to give an example: having received Balina (Balin) 
from King Sigismund, they immediately tried to obtain municipal rights for it (privilege from 1531),
Moreover, Mikołaj Sieniawski founded Sieniawa (1543) and Mikołajów (1555) and, with the royal 
permission, endowed them with Magdeburg.

The Ostrogski family is still trying to obtain city privileges for Nowy Konstantynów, their only 
major estate in Podolia;
Jakób Pretwicz conquers them for Szarawka and Ulanów (1552);
With the consent of Sigismund Augustus, the Chodorowski family introduced the power of the town 
hall in Tłuste (1549);
Świerszczów in Wsiathin (Husiatyn, Usiatyn 1559), Martynicze in Martynicze, later called 
Bućkowce, and finally Podolia (1523).

Jeremi Mohyła founded Mohyli on the Dniester and showered it with freedoms and favors in order 
to attract people trading (1595);

Stanisław Stanisławski raises Michałpoł (1605), Adam Stanisławski Mińkowce (1637), Michał 
Stanisławski obtains a city privilege for Zwan (1638), Lanckoroński for Zwaniec (1646), Łukasz 
Kazimierz Miaskowski founds Nowogród (later Kopajgród, 1624), Stanisław Trebuchowski Barek 
(or Dąbrowice), Wacław Sułkowski Salnica, Dydyńscy Borszczów etc. etc.
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In short, the colonization effort is moving forward, and the clergy is also coming to the rescue;
entering Podolia under the banner of the cross, they are bringing their families with them;
They are settling near monasteries, in parishes, advancing to the fringes of the Republic, seeking a 
more independent fate and existence.
For it has become a proverb, or rather an axiom, throughout Poland that whoever survives a Tatar 
arrow in the borderlands will, after a few years, amass a fortune.

This belief drove people to these wastelands in those days, just as Californian gold attracts them 
today.
Add to this the allure of danger, the mystery cloaking the wonders of unknown lands, the charm of 
freedom greater and more unbridled than in other provinces, and you will easily understand why 
people of different religious persuasions flocked here (for the political persuasions were the same in 
those times). 
 - Why did Protestantism flourish in the borderland castles, mocking the anger and renunciations of 
the Jesuits?



 - Why did Orthodoxy hold out for so long, ignoring the Latin clergy's attempts to eradicate it and, 
through a voluntary agreement, achieve union with the Roman Catholic faith?

There were restrictions, and constitutions were passed in parliaments denying citizenship rights to 
both Calvinists and Ruthenians, but they remained as a dead letter of never-functioning law, at least 
here.
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Our opponents, failing to properly understand Polish history, hurl these edicts against the Orthodox 
townspeople of Kamieniec in our faces. However, they forget that in the Polish-Russian town hall of
Kamieniec, the majority of the officials belonged to the Eastern, unified rite,
that in the Kamieniec castle, followers of Luther's doctrine had their own chapel in which they could
pray publicly in the first half of the 17th century.

But let's return to the Latin clergy.
It's safe to say that in our country it fostered noble colonization:
Take the bishops' visits, Okolski's reports on the monasteries of the Order of Preachers, and 
Niesiecki, who didn't omit a single Jesuit in his armorial,
and you'll easily see that the names of parish priests, canons, bishops, monastic brothers, priors, and 
provincials still sprout in Podolia today,
as names of widely spread noble families, either privileged to this day or deprived of privileges (so-
called "one-man-palace").

But there were also often priests and direct colonizers;
for example, Father Paweł Wołucki, the leading shepherd of the Kamieniec diocese, founded 
Pawłowce on the lands of the bishop's estates near Czarnokoziniec;

Fr. Augustyn Potrykowski, the prosecutor of the Ruthenian Province of the Order of Preachers, and 
the founder of Pilawa under Latyczów;
not to mention the monastic orders that usually began settlements from the founding of the furs.
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Near Kamieniec, for example, such small slobodas with a few or even a dozen subjects were 
established by the Dominican Sisters (the nuns' successor), the Carmelites (Carmelites), and the 
Jesuits, as well as in the areas of Bar, Smotrycz, Szarogród, and Jazłowiec,
in short, wherever a religious congregation displayed its religious banner, which was accompanied 
by a civilizing mission and Polish customs,
and, as a consequence, by the desire for independence.

And the Tatar and Turkish attacks diminished during this period; chroniclers counted eleven of them 
over a period of 67 years (from 1566 to 1633);
The most dangerous year was 1573, as the enemy entered the populated and wealthy Podolia twice.

Stephen Báthory and Władysław IV contemplated destroying the Turkish power, but the disarray in 
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth prevented this.

During John Casimir's reign, Cossack unrest erupted along the entire pagan borderlands, followed 
by 27 years of Ottoman captivity.

Under the terms of the Treaty of Buczacz, Poland's border was pushed deep into the country, beyond
Podolia, uncertain and undefined, except for the larger cities where the Turkish garrison resided.
The rest of the country belongs to whoever occupies it by force. With the removal of the last outpost,
the rule of those who fled ended, and that of those who arrived began.



With these changes, the appearance of the borderlands also changed; they rose towards Poland or 
sank far into the steppes, remaining de jure in the possession of His Sultan's Majesty.
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The 18th century was once again a century of decline and Russian domination in the Ruthenian 
provinces.

While the Treaty of Karlowitz returned them to Poland, they had to be conquered by her. We 
drenched every inch of land in our blood, evaporating those Palei, Samui, Tański, Saw, and Szpak 
people, veritable thugs boasting the pompous title of colonel, for extorting and robbing the first 
pioneers who arrived from Poland.

The people gathered, fearful and uncertain of the future, because on the one hand, the developing 
"potrurmacy" and on the other, the neighbor's beginning to sprout grievances against this corner of 
the country, made staying in Podolia impossible.
Polish law functioned poorly, and we responded to crimes of "villainy" by carrying manifestos to the
towns and taking individual peasants to "confessions" suspected of participating in "peasant revolts."

Starowolski, a contemporary of Łaszcz, maintains that in his memory, the proverb "like in Pobereże"
was commonly used in Poland; it meant "in the land of all vilification, villainy, and highwaymen, 
subject to a scuffle."

And yet, Łaszczowa's era of licentiousness on the borderland mounds could be called an era of 
peace and order, compared to what was happening there during the 18th century.
We will discuss this in more detail elsewhere, later in this work. Here, we will add that colonization 
began only after the Cossacks left the country in 1711, albeit slowly.

Otwinowski describes it in these words:
"After the peace was made, settlement began in Podolia, where many thousands of peasants had fled
from the Vistula, and especially from Przemyśl and Sanok, so much so that almost entire villages in 
Podgórze remained deserted.
Some Ruthenians also came there, and our Masurians, successu temporis, turned to Ruthenia, and 
this country can now be called Polish-Russian.
The nobility returned to the estates of their ancestors, but, not knowing the limits of their own 
estates, they engaged in great disputes and quarrels among themselves in those deserts."
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Even then, few noble families arrived, only a few new ones, and many from the older ones did not 
return.

The colonization of the Polish people from the Vistula region was particularly promoted by 
Zamojski in his Gródek estates, and by Kątski, the voivode of Kiev, in the estates belonging to the 
Podolia generalship. 
Today's representatives of Catholicism in Podolia, from the rough class, trace their origins to this 
era.

As for the borderlands, these only adhere to tradition: fighting in the borderlands, even then, did not 
mean guarding the borders from Tatars and Turks, but driving away the thugs from beyond the 
Dnieper, who entered under the Cossack banner;
as well as mobs of simple thugs, those Lewens from across the Dniester, who ran into the Podolia 
plains;
fighting in the borderlands meant maintaining order in the country and pacifying the rebellious 
peasantry.
On the outskirts of the country, instead of the field hetman and those riotous yet brave captains, 
other knights stand, defended by a cross on their robes, and in their hands by a chaplet and a 
pilgrim's staff. 



With prayers on their lips, with immaculate faith in their breasts, they wander into the wild steppes 
of Budjak, beyond Perekop, to the walls of crumbling Tsargrad – and with prayers and money, they 
free those driven into captivity.
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The indifferent Muslim looks with admiration at this handful of exceptionally well-dressed people, 
without retinue, without guardians, relying on the mercy and disfavor of the enemy;
at this handful that impresses him not with arrogance and pride, but with humility and calm;
these quiet people, our Trinitarians, dispose the followers of Muhammad to the benefit of Poland, 
whose sons will soon seek protection under their hospitable roof.
The monks' efforts were indeed minor; In less than a century (1688–1763), they held 18 
redemptions, costing them over half a million złoty (573,427 złoty) and freeing 517 prisoners from 
captivity.
Their moral influence, however, was innumerable – from them began the friendship and compassion
of the Porte, which endures to this day.

But let's return to the borderlands: the scattered fortresses here, once holding out against invaders in 
the 17th century, are now besieged by hordes of peasants;
eventually, they crumble into ruins – they were not sustained – they had fulfilled their mission;
A few walls covered in wild weeds – that's all that remains of them.
The earthen trenches, behind which several thousand people found shelter, today look like modest 
graves, and the borderland mounds, plowed with a plow, can barely be seen by the searching eye of 
an archaeologist.

Not even many tales of ancient Tatar raids have survived among the common folk. . .
Although they were sung about half a century ago, gratitude is due to our ethnographers for 
diligently recording these songs. . .

Because from the moment the peasant was enfranchised, his life took a different turn; he forgot his 
unhappy past, and in the future, he set himself different paths, different goals, more modern and 
civilizational. . .
Freedom has such charm for him that he has forgotten everything that caused his ancestors so much 
pain and anxiety.

* * *

Kamieniec over Smotrycz river.

Camenecia, Camenecium, Camenecum, Klepidawa, Petridava, Metonium - a castle built of 
rock, a castle of stone, a bulwark of Christianity, as old as Slavdom, proud as a knight on the 
borderlands, it ran towards the Multese (Multenia, Moldavia) border and sat on a rocky hill, 
defending its ancient glory;
and so it stood for centuries, invincible, until it fell under the onslaught of the Batukan hordes - but 
who did not fall to them then?
The wilderness marked the path with its destruction, so that in the place of the castle there remained 
a ruin, its inhabitants scattered, and on the ruins an owl wailed a mournful song.. 
Years passed. 
The young Lithuanian prince Korjatowicz, who sat on the edge of the Smotrycz stronghold, walked 
along the bank of the Smotrycz River, and came to a rock with ruins jutting out from it. Enchanted 
by the surrounding town, surrounded by water, connected to the rest of the land by a small sliver, he 
said to himself:
They will build a stronghold here; and the stronghold rose, bringing glory to the princes and the old 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth that had ruled it for so many years;



 - and from then on, the beginning of the second, most glorious era for Kamieniec: more and more 
temples of the Lord were built, a castle was built on the rock, and people flocked to its defensive 
wings:
Russian, Polish, and Armenian, possessing their own rights, privileges, holidays, courts, and 
money...
and the stone hill began to swarm with crowds of travelers—merchants, travelers-pilgrims, travelers-
adventurers;
This is the route to Jerusalem, where the memory of the dead God-man lives eternally on Golgotha;
to Turkey—from where shawls, furs, and tobacco come;
then about the borders of Multan (Multenia, Moldavia), to which entrepreneurs eager for success 
flock.

But the enemy doesn't sleep either.
 -  Kamieniec arouses his envy; hence, in the dreams of the greedy Turk and the rapacious Tatar, the 
greedy Cossack and the treacherous Vlach, it looms as the object and main goal of endeavors, 
constantly knocking at its walls; in vain for long centuries - for the Podolia knighthood is famous for
its courage, piety, and harmony, and knows no effeminacy. 
Each of these Petridava guards is a knight raised in the borderlands, coming to serve in the fortress 
as if by piety, vigilant as a fox, as quick as a thought, cautious as a snake, perpetually standing on 
the city ramparts, clad in iron, and gazing into the distance with the eye of a falcon, searching for the
enemy.
As long as it was like this, all was well; the enemy approached the city walls with hope, then 
departed with despair.

Until then came different times, different people, the walls fell into disarray, and nationalities were 
divided; citizens began to rule by their own interests, the sluggish soldier was unable to fight; and 
the enemy came - and the cross before the crescent fell.
The land of Podolia fell into Turkish captivity.

This is the third period of the city's history, written in bloody letters in memory and long to live on 
in legend: the most fertile land lay fallow, temples ruined, inhabitants enslaved, treasures from the 
conquered city taken to Istanbul, temples destroyed.
The barbarian invader retreats after 27 years and leaves behind a legacy - general misery, a bridge 
made from a ruined church, a towering minaret, and a beautiful pulpit - the only tombstones erected 
to our great-grandmothers, a personified memory of sacrifice, made of their tears, blood, and bones!

From that moment on, Kamieniec's star fades; the once invincible young knight returns from 
captivity as an old, gray-bearded oaf! 
The rifles in his embrasures rust, the regime in the castle slows, the moats are filled in, the 
drawbridges are drawn only for parade; and it could not have been otherwise:
The Tartar was dying in decrepitude, the Turk preferred the caresses of the harem to war, and his 
active and possessive fanaticism began to change its features;
The art of war made considerable progress, and the stone city, from a knight standing on the 
borderlands, became a beggar, impoverished, sending requests and prayers to its richer brethren for 
support, a cripple stretching out his hand, unashamed of his rags.

Now, I give you a tale of the ancient history of the old city: I lift the lid of the coffin, take out the 
corpse;
I wipe the mold of time, the sadness of mourning from its brow, I adorn its face with the grace of 
youth, let it speak for itself.
My tale is not cheerful - whoever seeks tender feelings in it should not read any further - in the 
graves, for there is no joy...
but whoever wants to know how ancient people lived here, how they fought here in the past on this 
inch of land, should listen, I will tell you as best I can.



I.

The original history of Podolia and Kamieniec.
14th century: arrival of the Korjatowicz family; chroniclers' errors. Korjat's sons: Jerzy,

Alexander, Konstanty, and Theodore. 
Vytautas, Duke of Lithuania, lord of the Podolia region; governors from his hands. Švitrigaila,
Duke of Podolia after the death of Spytek of Mielsztyn; the resulting quarrels dragged on for

many years, ending only with Švitrigaila's death. 
Podolia incorporated into Poland as a voivodeship in 1434; protests from Lithuanian lords.

Kamieniec, pledged to Buczacki and then purchased from him, became a royal city and one of
the most important fortresses on the Wallachian route.

Writers of the histories of a given community tend to begin with Herodotus; if we followed their 
example, we would be told that the Podolia region was inhabited by the Cimmerian and Scythian 
tribes, first and then the Scythians.
Ptolemy finds the Sarmatians divided into Roxolani and Iazyges.
A short distance from these tribes, beyond the Tyras (Dniester), the Dacians settled - it was they, in 
pursuit of colonization, who built Klepidava on the Podolia land, which was supposed to stand on 
the site of today's Kamieniec. 
It is quite possible that a person wandering into an unfamiliar land, uncrossed by trails and, 
moreover, overgrown with forest, always sticks to the riverbank if they come across one, and here, 
going up the Smotrych River, it was easy to reach the rock on which Kamieniec later grew.

This rock, surrounded on all sides by water and an impassable wilderness, could rightly be called a 
thief's hideout;
ancient people, living beyond the hearths of contemporary civilization, called it by its proper name.

And ancient times, ancient times, then came the era of the Hunnic migrations - with a single gust, it 
erased the traces of the society that was beginning to form;
After this migration, everywhere remained a wasteland, a scourge of God, that man from bronze 
grew to a horse, turning populated lands into wildernesses. 
It is no wonder, then, that this flood of barbarians, wandering from east to west, carried with it and 
swallowed a handful of wandering original inhabitants of this land.
And for centuries afterward, silence on the plain, the roar of the wilderness, the cry of wild animals, 
and not a sound of settlements.

In VIII. In the 10th century AD, Nestor mentions the Lutičians and Tyvertsians living in Podolia, 
and Wapowski, in many places in his chronicle, and after him, Szafarzyk calls them Tyrangetes, 
probably from the Tyras River. 
The former also argues that Kamieniec, today's town, was called Metonium in ancient times.

In 896, the Tyvertsians, living on the Dniester, belonged to the Prince of Kiev, participated in an 
expedition against the Greeks on Oleg's orders. They participated in a second such expedition 
between 942 and 944.
- and again, nothing more is said about them.
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Until, when the Rurik lineage grew and the number of independent princes multiplied, part of 
Podolia became part of the Kievan state, another of the Vladimir state (in Volhynia), and another of 
the Galician state.
The later history of our province is the history of these principalities.
Galicia, however, possessed the largest portion of Podolia (in the root sense), as it was cobbled 
together from the princes of Przemyśl, Žvinogródek, Trębolski, and Ponizie, with the latter two 
regions lying on the plains of the later Podolia Voivodeship.



While small states were grouping in the southern Slavic lands, and the rulers, regardless of their 
kinship, were leading the charge, in the northwest, at the same time, another Slavic state was 
growing in power – Poland. 
Although torn by fratricidal strife, it was stronger thanks to the civilization it had previously adopted
from the West, and was properly organized.

East of Poland, the second non-Slavic state – powerful Lithuania – is growing like an avalanche 
under the pressure of the Crusader Order, drawing perseverance, energy, and, even more 
importantly, knowledge and light from its constant struggle.

The influence of Poland and Lithuania on the Ruthenian principalities is continuous, though varied:
the former imposes its customs, faith, and language on them;
while the latter, upon conquering, dissolves, weakens, and accepts everything from the vanquished –
hence the Ruthenian language, the Orthodox script, and the Eastern rite in Gediminas's state are 
gaining increasing recognition.

The rulers of both of these vast territories take wives in southern Ruthenia, reconcile quarrels 
between relatives, often settling matters by force of arms; however, they do not intervene in these 
disputes themselves, only being invited to act as mediators.
Thus, the journeys of our kings to Kiev, Lutsk, Vladimir, Halych, and Lvov are not uncommon; With
migration comes growing dominance, protectionism and its consequences.
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However, the Principality of Halych is often referred to in particular as Poland's closest neighbor:
It was established in 1140 by combining the shares listed above, under the rule of Vladimir 
Wołodarowicz. However, already in 1188, Andrew of Hungary took the throne of Halych, replacing 
Vladimir, son of Yaroslav. The latter fled to Poland and sought help there.

Casimir the Just returned the throne to him, and the exile ruled the state until his death in 1198. 
Since he died childless, Nicholas, Voivode of Kraków, accompanied by the ten-year-old Leszek the 
White, undertook an expedition to Halych in support of Roman.
The expedition was successful, "and Roman himself pledged himself by a similar oath to always 
obey the Polish kings."
The conflict over the throne continued until 1240.

At this time, the Tatars, under the command of Baty, plundered Ruthenia and Poland. Their forces 
occupied the entire Principality of Galicia and stopped near Sandomir;
the princes dispersed, and in their place emerged a Basque government in Ponizie.
In the 16th year after this first invasion, the sons of Daniel of Galicia successfully fought against the 
Mongols:
Lev took Podolia from them, and Szwarno expelled them from the eastern part of the Principality of 
Galicia. But already in 1260, a new Tatar attack took place, the hordes leaving destruction in their 
wake – and from this more than a century of captivity (1240-1357), only a few names of nearby 
villages (Bakota, Tatarzyska, Koczubej, Kołubajów – all in today's Kamieniec County) and a 
mention in Stryjkowski of the Slavic language being brought to the Dobruck fields on the Danube, 
where the Tatars expelled from Podolia settled.
50
But let's get back to the point: the Galician princes, accustomed to dealing with barbarians, faced 
down the bans and brought them to Poland, thus destroying their own lands as well.
These constant attacks, disturbing the Lechitic lands, continued until the death of the last Galician 
prince, Bolesław Trojdenowicz, in 1340. 
Then, Casimir, as brother-in-law of the prince who died without issue (both had Gediminas), 
occupied Red Ruthenia, specifically Lvov, which surrendered to him. From there, he advanced 
towards Vladimir of Volhynia, "and burned down the wooden fortress there," says Marcin Bielski in 
his chronicle. 



From then on, the Galician principality, and with it most of Podolia, incorporated into the crown 
lands, shared Poland's good and bad fortunes. 
Eleven years later, the same chronicler, speaking of a new attack by the horde, expresses himself 
thus:
"At the same time (1351), the Tatars, summoned by the Lithuanian princes from the 1st century, 
warred against Podolia, which was already Casimir's domain at that time."

Just as Poland did against Galician, Lithuania satisfied its aggressive desires by pressing against the 
principalities of Vladimir and Kiev.
The Tatar attacks not only destroyed simple communities, but entire dynasties perished in these 
battles.
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It must be admitted, taking an impartial view of the matter, that the princes of the two 
aforementioned states offered a generous sacrifice of blood while fighting to defend their 
possessions. The Tatar power was indeed crushing their feeble forces, but it was also weakening in 
its own strength, and upon encountering a new power, it was finally forced to retreat before it. The 
embodiment of this latter power was Lithuania, personified in Gediminas, with a whole host of his 
sons and grandsons, prominent among whom stood Algirdas, Kiejstut, and Vytautas.

By pressing on the Principality of Kiev, old Gediminas grew even stronger, and when Algirdas dealt 
the final blow to the Tatars, routing them at the Blue Waters, Lubart and Kiejstut began to rule the 
land for good, even though Casimir the Great, together with Louis of Hungary, had driven them out 
of Volhynia, having in turn captured Lutsk, Vladimir, Brest, and Chełm.
But a year later, when Olgierd plundered Lesser Poland in revenge, he had to reconcile, and the 
result was that Red Ruthenia remained with Casimir, and Volhynia, along with a large chunk of 
Podolia, was incorporated into Lithuania.

As for Kamieniec, we should say that the first period of its history was the darkest, as is usual with 
any beginning of a developing community;
shrouded in a mysterious fog of uncertain, indistinct legends, it did not preserve in them, nor in the 
memorabilia that still survives today, the day of its birth.

Who gave it its origin?
Were the Dacians the thugs (Klepidawa), or perhaps the honest people of Tywerce (Metonium), or 
his tribe, called the Kamieniecs by Długosz?
Who will now guess? Suffice it to say that it existed as early as the 12th century.
People cherished the ancient origins of Kamieniec, maintaining that the barbarian stream of Attila 
slipped across this rock, already populated at that time.
52
And as a memento of his presence here, he left the name of a well located on today's Polish 
farmsteads – the Hanska spring.
This may be true, although on the other hand, it should be remembered that in the language of the 
people, the Hanska sound could easily be converted into the Hunska sound; and many a Tatar khan 
camped at the mentioned spring and drank its tasty water – many Slavic bones bleach in the Podolia 
land, but there are plenty of Tatar ones too!

The first mention of Kamieniec appears in Nestor's writings; at that time, it was part of the 
Principality of Galicia.
-T he first battle between Mstislav and Vladimir of Galicia at Kamieniec took place in 1196;
-In 1220, Daniel reigned here; 
-In 1229, due to disagreements between the princes of Galicia and Chernigov, Kotyan, the 
Polovtsian khan, appeared at the city walls and sided with Daniel.



- In 1240, the fearsome Batukan, pursuing the Kiev prince Michael, stormed Kamyanets, smashing 
its walls with a brook (as the aforementioned chronicler writes), burning the city, murdering or 
enslaving its inhabitants.

In the 14th century, after the expulsion of the Tatars, Petridava was rebuilt again, protected from 
attacks by a wooden castle, where the arriving Koryatovichi issued privileges to the illustrious 
townspeople.

This marked the end of the city's fabulous and uncertain history, and a new period began, in which 
Kamyanets took center stage.

While it's silent about the other two, here it's full of the most flattering mentions:
Gwagnin calls it a tower built by God's hand, Długosz dwells extensively on its location, 
Stryjkowski mentions it with admiration;
Knight Wilhelm de Lannoy, a knight from Burgundy, traveling through Poland to Jerusalem, calls it 
a beautifully planted castle, and so on.
The credit for all this falls on the Korjatowiczs, for they are significant pioneers of civilization in 
this country.
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When did the Korjatowicz family arrive in Podolia?

We don't have any specific information; Polish chroniclers, perhaps due to disputes between the 
Crown and Lithuania over the possession of Podolia, even introduced some confusion into its 
history.

For example, Długosz ignores the Korjatowicz family, dismissing the issue with the generalization 
that the Podolia lands had long belonged to Poland.
Kromer engages in diplomatic evasions, wanting to defend a cause that is not entirely just. 
Stryjkowski - and he read a great deal of Ruthenian and Lithuanian chroniclers, though without due 
consideration for errors - inserted many fables in his verse and non-verse narratives.
And after him, as if praying to a lady mother, Marczyński and Przeżdziecki repeated everything in 
their tales about Podolia. "From this, many errors were infused into the early history of this country, 
and only Mr. Stadnicki, in his excellent work, freed it from them."

At the outset, we announce that we will often draw upon his view of the original history of the piece 
of land known as the Podolia Voivodeship.

First, let us remember that 
the Battle of the Blue Waters could have taken place in 1357 at the earliest, and that after that battle, 
it must have taken at least several years to clear such a large area of the Tatars; the latter, having held
sway for over a century, were not willing to give way so easily or quickly.

The arrival of the Korjatowicz family in Podolia therefore falls between 1360 and 1370, which is 
entirely consistent with the written records they left behind, such as Jerzy's privilege for Kamieniec 
and Smotrycz, and Aleksander's for Smotrycz.
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Further, assuming the above date of the Battle of Blue Waters, rather than the one given by 
Stryjkowski (1331), we can only believe that the future princes of Podolia took part in it – they 
could not have done so twenty-six years earlier for the very simple reason that they were infants or 
children barely able to walk.

Let us not forget that old Korjat, their father, saw the light of day in 1301, so his sons in 1331 would 
not have been able to rule a devastated country without clearly defined borders.



A country to which Poland, as the heir of Red Ruthenia, 
Lithuania, as the conqueror, 
the local princes, as long-disinherited possessors, 
and the Tatars, as robbers, had no legitimate claims.

It is therefore reasonable to assume that the young Korjatowiczes arrived in Podolia much later, 
namely during the ten-year period just mentioned. 

A Lithuanian chronicler paints this moment vividly and beautifully in these words:
"When Grand Duke Algirdas was the lord of Lithuania, he defeated three Tatar brothers, princes 
Kochubei, Kutlubei, and Dmitry, at the Blue River. These three brothers inherited the Podolia lands 
from their father.
And atamans were appointed from them, who managed all the revenues.
And Tatar collectors came to these atamans, collected tribute from them, and brought it back to the 
horde.
And Grand Duke Algirdas' brother, the Lithuanian prince Koryat, held Navahrudak and had four 
sons: George, Alexander, Constantine, and Theodore."
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And these Korjatowicz brothers, with the permission of Prince Algirdas and the help of the 
Lithuanians, went to Podolia.
In this land there was not a single stronghold, not a single wooden rampart, not a single stone 
structure.
At that time, the Korjatowicz brothers, having returned from a Tatar expedition to Podolia, entered 
into an agreement with the atamans, began to defend Podolia from the Tatars and not to pay tribute 
to the Tatar starosts. 
First, they attacked the fortress on the Smotrycze River, and in the second place there were Czernice 
(Mniszki - Monks) on a mountain, and there they built the stronghold of Bakota.

And while hunting, they killed many deer on the islands where the city of Kamieniec lies, and after 
cutting down the forest, they built the stronghold of Kamieniec. 
Then they built all the other strongholds of Podolia and settled the entire land.” 

Latopisiec places too much credit on the shoulders of the arriving princes, for from the privilege 
granted to the city by one of them, one can easily surmise that it had existed long before.
The new rulers merely raised Petridava from the ruins, populated it, fortified it, and under the 
influence of the prince's diligence, it grew to the height of the capital of the entire province by the 
end of the 14th century.

And now we must speak of the reigns of the aforementioned princes.
Their father, Korjat, himself did not distinguish himself in any way.
He received Navahrudak of Lithuania as a legacy from Gediminas, so his principality was small; he 
could not have achieved anything larger. Korjat's embassy from Algirdas to the Tatar ban, conducted
around 1350, was most unfortunate - because it ended in captivity in Moscow - dropped him to a 
secondary position.
So he sat quietly in the castle bequeathed to him and died between 1358 and 1361.
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It's no wonder, then, that his sons had to earn their share through bloody labor, and, armed with 
weapons, conquer the land they wanted to rule.
Danilevich's chronicle must have mentioned them by seniority, at least the first two, because in the 
Kamieniec charter both brothers are mentioned in this order:
"We, Prince Jurgiey Korjatowicz, and our brother Alexander, make it known," etc.

Let's start first with George:
He spent his youth in Cheivonean Ruthenia and Volhynia, most likely with his uncle Lubart. 



This is evidenced by the truce between Casimir the Great and Lithuania from 1340-1345, in which, 
among many signatures of the Gediminas' sons and grandsons, our Prince of Podolia also appears 
(he may have been 18 or 19 years old at the time); Since he signed the charter for Kamieniec in 
1374, it must be assumed that his alleged summons to the Wallachian principality and tragic death 
must have occurred after that date.

This Jerzy (Georg) – a man of chivalrous spirit – rebuilds Kamieniec, populates it, grants the 
settlers extensive rights and favors, founds the Dominicans around 1370, is a true benefactor of the 
land he has been subjugated to, and for all this, I command only love for him.

It seems that he resided in Podolia at the same time as his brother Aleksander, and ruled Kamieniec 
alone, while the latter ruled in Smotrycz, four miles away. However, they either issue privileges 
jointly (as for Petridava) or separately confirm single grants. 
For example, we read in one of them for the church in Smotrych, preserved to this day in the 
original:
"Our brother, Prince Jurgi Koryatowicz, added a mill to the Church of the Holy Mother of God in 
Smotrych, and we, Prince Alexander, confirm this with our letter..."

As for the lordship of the first Prince of Podolia, this seems very mysterious, although Danilowicz's 
chronicle clearly mentions it in these words:
"And Prince George the Wallachians chose as their voivode, and then poisoned him."
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Why, however, is there no mention of this in the histories of Multan (Moldavia) and Wallachia?
P. Stadnicki assumes, not without reason, that George was appointed to the throne by a small faction,
which was perhaps crushed by another, more powerful faction.

George fell in battle as a simple pretender, and since there were many similar aspirants to the Multan
(Moldavia) crown, the matter fell into oblivion;
because if George had indeed succeeded, even Romanian historians would not have remained silent 
about it.

After George's death, Alexander did not leave Smotrycz, while Constantine arrived in Kamieniec, 
about whom Ruthenian chroniclers left us many beautiful, yet fabulous, stories.
Stryjkowski, however, distorting his predecessors, argues that Casimir the Great held Konstanty in 
special affection, summoned him, and, together with the Crown Council, offered him his daughter in
marriage and with her the Polish throne. However, Konstanty refused both, as he did not want to 
abandon the faith of his fathers.

However, we know from another source that already in 1339 a council of all the lands was convened
to decide on the successor to the Polish throne (Casimir was then 29 years old), and by virtue of the 
transaction, Louis, son of Charles the Hungarian King, was declared heir to the Piast crown. 
Konstanty could have received the aforementioned proposal before that date, and as Korjat's second 
son, he was no older than 14 years old. But that didn't matter. 
The king would have adopted the peasants and the fourteen-year-old, even more easily than the 
older, because the younger was easier to groom, to break with one's own convictions, to shape one's 
mind and character according to the needs of the country he was to rule.
58
It seems strange to us that such a young boy had already such well-established religious principles 
that Casimir the Great finally lost hope of becoming a father, having a wife young and much beloved
by him.

We are speaking here of Aldona, the royal half, who was still alive at the time.
It is therefore fair to assume that the proposal, not of the throne, but of marriage to Casimir's second 
daughter, may have taken place much later, between 1340 and 1345, when the king, 



having incorporated Red Ruthenia into his crown, became a neighbor of the Lithuanian princes, who
ruled Volhynia, where the Koryatowicz family often resided.

He may even have renounced, for religious reasons, his relationship with his close relative 
Kunegunda, born of his aunt;
But the story about the crown and its rejection was most likely fabricated by Stryjkowski, as the 
Ruthenian chronicle, published by Daniłowicz, writes about it somewhat differently in his chronicle.

Returning to the history of Podolia, we should add that history has not provided us with the slightest 
detail about Konstanty's rule in Kamieniec.
Naruszewicz, following Kromer, mentions a charter issued by him to a certain Niemir for the Bakota
estate, located near the town; this charter, signed in 1388, only proves that Konstanty lived - long 
after his return from Poland.
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Korjat's third son, Aleksander, the friendliest of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, at least 
that's how Długosz portrays him, held his uncle in special respect and was faithful to him until the 
end, although Casimir did not properly repay this loyalty; 
For in 1365 he went to Ruthenia
 "to obtain those lands which had been ceded to Lithuania for over a dozen years.
And when he had gained the lands to Betzka:
- Prince Jerzy went against him, surrendering to him and begging for favors:
he received everything he wanted from the king, and that he did not take away his own leases, nor 
did he do any damage to his lands, and that Chełm County also granted him the entire district of 
Chełm...
After this, he moved to Volhynia, and towards Vladimir.
And when there was no one to resist him, he took Lutsk, Vladimir, and Olesko.
And so, having calmed the country, he transferred Prince Alexander there."

A small favor, considering that the newly offered estates were surrounded by the shareholding lands 
of Kiejstut and Lubart, hostile to his relative who was clinging to Poland. They also took advantage 
of Alexander's first absence;
during his departure for the funeral of Casimir the Great in Kraków (1370), they laid siege to 
Vladimir Castle, the most splendid fortress in that region, built at such great cost by the recently 
deceased king.

The betrayal or cowardice of Alexander's governor resulted in the castle being surrendered to the 
enemy, who razed it to the ground, "leaving no stone unturned."

After this incident, Korjatowicz returned to Podolia and, together with his two brothers, ruled this 
land as far as Pokucie and Podgórze, "for a certain sum from the income he paid annually from these
leases to the Lithuanian treasury."
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For several years, together with his older brother, he distributed privileges to new settlers in Podolia.
When his older brother died in Wallachia, he shared power with Konstanty.

He gave him Kamieniec, although as the older brother had certain rights to it. He loved Smotrycz 
above all and enjoyed residing there until his sad death in 1392.

He was not a belligerent man, but rather a good administrator. He decorated and fortified his capital, 
founded a Dominican monastery, and endowed it with land and a mill, for which he issued a separate
charter dated 1375.
He lived in harmony with his neighbors, although he had a conflict with the restless Louis of 
Hungary, who, having become the Polish king and claiming rights to Red Ruthenia because Andrew 
of Hungary had once ruled there,



gave the Galician principality to Władysław Opolski (1371), and within a few years (1378) 
garrisoned Przemyśl, Jarosław, Gródek, Lvov, Halicz, Trąbowla, and other cities. Slowly, following 
in his predecessor's footsteps, he began to push into Podolia. 
- Alexander held firm, preventing a quarrel, though he did not cede a single inch of land to the new 
possessors of Red Ruthenia.

In 1392, he was killed by Tatars roaming the vast fields of Podolia and buried in Smotrycz in the 
Dominican church (so he was Catholic?).
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Narbutt and Karamzin mention his marriage to the daughter of the Moscow prince Ivan II, but they 
also call him Dmitri, not Alexander;
It is only certain that, like his two older brothers, he had no offspring.

We are left with a study of the last of the Koryatowicz family, the prince of Podolia, namely 
Theodore, who, due to a mistake by the chroniclers, appears on the historical stage twice:
- once as the brother of the above-mentioned princes, banished from the Podolia land by Algirdas,
- again as the son of the previous one, also banished, but this time by Vytautas. Stryjkowski 
introduced this mistake into history, and people believed him, and from then on this story was 
repeated by all writers without exception. However, in the Lithuanian chronicle, published by 
Daniłowicz, there is no mention of the first or the second Theodore, only of one son, Michał Korjat, 
who received his father's inheritance and sat on it during his brothers' lifetime. "And the fourth 
brother, Teodor Korjatowicz, held the throne of Nowogródek.
And he heard that his three brothers in Podolia had passed away, and at that time he went to Podolia 
and occupied that land.
And during those years, Grand Duke Vytautas was the lord of Lithuania.
But Podolia refused to obey him as before.
And Grand Duke Vytautas went to Podolia with his Lithuanian army.
And Prince Teodor Korjatowicz heard of this, fled to Hungary, and garrisoned the castles with 
Vlachs.
And the Hungarian king gave him aid.
And Prince Vytautas first advanced to Bracław and captured Bracław, then to Sokolec and captured 
Sokolec.
And he came to Kamieniec by night and captured that castle, then Smotrycz, Skala, Chervonohrod 
and he placed his men in all these castles.
And he imprisoned the voivode, Prince Theodore, named Nestysa, and placed his starosts 
everywhere."
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We do not intend to delve into the arguments as to why we deny the existence of two Theodores, and
we refer those interested to Mr. Stadnicki's instructive work for details;
And here, admitting the matter as proven, let us consider, at least briefly, this last of the Korjatowicz 
family, the Prince of Podolia.

He was a man of superior education to his brothers, who spent his youth in Hungary, where he left 
many traces of his stay.
Niesiecki, following Szentiwani, maintains that Theodor ("although he, as a foreigner, calls him 
Theodore Queritavicum et Principem Ruthenum"), surrounded Munkacz in Hungary under King 
Louis and transformed it into one of the most powerful fortresses.
Cato's historian, as late as 1779, saw the name of Teodor Korjatowicz on one of the main gates 
leading to Munkacz.
The foundation record made by Theodore for the monastery is kept there, and P. Stadnicki maintains
that the following couplet carved on stone is still in the church: "Theodore Koryatovis, was the 
prince.
For the forgiveness of sins, he built a monastery."



His wife founded the Basilian nuns there, which were suppressed in the 18th century; both, 
following the example of the brothers, special guardians of the preaching order, founded a church 
and a hospital for Catholics in Munkacz.
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When did Theodore return to Lithuania from Hungary?
Probably after his father's death, which occurred between 1360 and 1370, and from there he went to 
Podolia after Alexander's death.
Perhaps he wasn't so lenient towards Vytautas, perhaps he wanted more independence than the 
newly elected Grand Duke of Lithuania, who wanted to seize all the lands that comprised Lithuania 
with his iron fist, could offer.
So he demanded subservience from the shareholding princes, and when they refused, he gained 
respect and obedience by force.

Theodore also suffered a similar fate, raising the banner of rebellion against his cousin, so in 1395, 
his brother advanced with a valiant retinue to Podolia:
"It offered no resistance. Korjatowicz had been confined to Bracław, but, distrusting the castle there, 
he fled to the more fortified Kamieniec.
The castles were captured or surrendered: Bracław, Smotrycz, Chervonohrad, Bakota, and Skała; 
Kamieniec offered stronger resistance, where Theodore, along with the Podolia, Ruthenia, and 
Wallachians, had confined himself;
Kamieniec's location made it impregnable at that time.
Prince Theodore, trusting him, also defended himself, and the city's surrender only occurred as a 
result of misunderstandings between Wallachia and the Lithuanians."

Korjatowicz's last battle must have been bloody, as Stryjkowski, visiting Podolia almost two 
centuries later, saw enormous graves dating back to this time beneath its main castles. Korjatowicz 
paid for his resistance with imprisonment in Vilnius, from which he was released in 1403. 
His subsequent fate is completely unknown; we can only say that he left this world without issue, 
and with him this noble family died out.
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Summarizing what has been said above, we see that the first Lithuanian princes, sent to us as rulers, 
left few written traces of their stay here.
Only a few privileges (and even these have been questioned by P. Stadnicki in his new work): for 
Kamieniec (Jerzy and Aleks.), for the church in Smotrycz (both brothers separately), for the 
Dominicans of Kamieniec (Jerzy), for Smotrycz and Chervonograd (Aleksander), and for Niemirów 
(Konstanty).
All of them, except one, came down to us in copies that were not very precisely prepared.
And it's no wonder, as the country so often ravaged by the Tatars did not preserve any memorabilia, 
and the twenty-seven-year Turkish captivity stripped it of even these small remnants from the 
Koryatowicz era.

However, this tradition, still fresh and vibrant, honors and deifies the memory of these reorganizers; 
This account, based on local facts, maintains that the aforementioned princes, in addition to 
Kamieniec and Smotrycz, rebuilt other cities, 
 - such as Bakota, Sokolec, Ładyżyn, Międzyboż, and Skała, and also founded Winnica and Bracław.
Their estates ("shares") therefore occupied most of the southern half of the Podolia Voivodeship and 
the western half of the Bracław Voivodeship.
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From 1395, Vytautas incorporated Podolia into Lithuania, a province twice conquered by the 
Lithuanians. 
Since it was dependent on the Polish king, who in turn pledged to incorporate not only Lithuania but
also the tributary or subject Ruthenian lands into his crown in perpetuity, he agreed to pay homage 
to his brother, and indeed did so from Kamieniec, the province's main stronghold. 



But even this was not enough for the Polish lords, and he had to sell part of the Podolia land to 
Władysław. 
This fact is described in the Lithuanian Chronicle:
"And at that time the king began to plead with Prince Vytautas with these words: 'Dear brother, God 
has granted you to conquer Podolia. Now pay me homage from it and cede these lands.'
And Grand Duke Vytautas gave the king half of Podolia in twenty thousand hectares;
he gave Kamieniec, Smotrycz, Skala, Czerwonogrod, and Bakota.
On other Podolia strongholds - Bracław, Sokolec, and WinnicaVytautas placed his own starosts, and 
the king pledged the ceded strongholds to Lord Spytek for another 20,000 hectares."

The matter is thus clarified: Mielsztyński's volens nolens became the temporary possessor of 
Podolia, as he likely replaced the Crown treasury with his own funds.
Therefore, Wapowski's statement that the king gave possession of the Podolia lands to the Voivode 
of Kraków in 1396 seems ridiculous,
 "despite the resistance and opposition of Queen Jadwiga and the most distinguished statesmen; 
however, Władysław did this so that he would have someone to diligently restrain the Tatars, who 
were already beginning to plague Podolia and Lithuania with attacks."

He ceded Podolia, we repeat once again, because he had to cede money, and acquired it under the 
pressure of the demands of the Polish lords, to which Vytautas, still making concessions to his 
brother at the time, also yielded.

Spytko of Mielsztyn ruled for too short a time, leaving no trace of his stay there. He perished on the 
Vorskla River in a battle against the Tatars, a testament to his heroism.
His wife ruled the country for a short time.
Jagiełło "purchased Podolia from the descendants of Mielsztyn and gave it to Świdrygiello."
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With the arrival of this royal brother, an armed struggle begins, which later turns into verbal fencing,
only to be ended by the Union of Lublin.

This new Prince of Podolia is an interesting figure: a restless character, Catholic yet clearly favoring 
the Eastern Rite, Lithuanian, and basing his future projects on the sympathy of the Ruthenians: 
gaining the grand ducal title and then separating Lithuania from Poland.

Yet, Švitrigaila's personal qualities did not qualify him for such a high rank.
Bielski calls him without ceremony "a wasteful man, a hasty man, and a drunkard." 
Wapowski paints an even more blunt picture of the Podolia prince's character:
"although brave of heart and generous, no other qualities recommended him: he was dull-witted, 
lazy, and indolent, excessively devoted to drinking, according to the local custom, impure and quick-
tempered in anger at the slightest cause."

Stadnicki, however, without concealing his flaws, maintains that he was lucky with people,
"that he was a person of exceptional origin, who, if not for a lack of balance, would have left other 
traces in history than that of a troublemaker."
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Švitrigaila hated the king, hated Grand Duke Vytautas; wanting to satisfy this hatred and unbridled 
desire for aggrandizement, he sided with the Teutonic Knights, sought help from the Hungarians and
the German Emperor, wandered through the courts of Muscovite princes and Wallachia in misery 
and poverty, and, as Stryjkowski maintains, to avoid starvation, he finally became a shepherd:
"Thus poor Švitrigaila, bitterly weeping and complaining about his untimely quarrels with the 
slozas, was driven out of Poland as an enemy, so that there and there, just like he, Emperor 
Jovinianus, or King Nebuchadnezzar, was finally forced to graze sheep in Wallachia for seven years,
a fact also described by Miechovius, who was previously Grand Duke of Lithuania, Ruthenia, and 
Samogitia."



And he lived a long life, dying in 1461. He stirred up trouble and incited the Ruthenians for almost 
half a century. He spent the last eleven years peacefully in Lutsk and in the Kolomyia region, 
granted to him by Jagiełło.
This region is called Little Wallachia, hence historians unfamiliar with the place maintain that he 
was the Wallachian Hospodar.

We do not consider it necessary to detail all the adventures of the last Prince of Podolia; this would 
extend our story beyond its purpose. Therefore, we will present the periods of his life directly 
relevant to the history of our province, and there are three of them:

The first - in which Švitrigaila appears as Prince of Podolia: he supports Vytautas in the expedition 
against the Tatars, and after the defeat at the Vorskla River, he escapes.

In 1400, he received the Korjatowicz family's inheritance. Finally, he managed to gain royal favor, 
and Jagiełło, in addition to Podolia, also gave him Szydłów, Stubnice, and Uścierz, the lands of 
Żydaczów and Stryj, and also assigned him 1,400 grzywnas annually from the salt mines.
68
The prince could have settled in properly, sat quietly, and praised God, yet ambition haunted him. 
He waited only for the moment to realize his plans. Meanwhile, wanting to lull the king's attention, 
he ventured into Multan, plundered the land, forced it to pay homage, and at the same time swore 
allegiance and obedience to the Polish crown.

What did he do for Podolia?
Nothing - the only trace of his stay here is a charter issued to the Fathers of the Preaching Order in 
Kamieniec for possession of the village of Ziubrowiec. This charter, too, disappeared amidst the 
turmoil of the monastery. Marked with two different dates in the copies, it has given rise to 
misunderstandings among scholars of our history.

For example, Father Sadok Barącz maintains that the charter in question was issued in 1401; it 
seems that a modern historian must have had some knowledge of this document.
Przezdziecki and Malinowski, in their notes to Wapowski, prove that the charter is dated 1405. Local
church visits mention one date, then the other.
We agree with the first, as it aligns with the chronicle of events at the time provided by Długosz and 
Narbutt.

Returning to Świdrygiełło, we should add that he stayed with us for less than two years. In 1402, 
invited to the king's wedding in Kraków, he infiltrated the sword-bearers and, taking advantage of 
Vytautas's absence in Lithuania, also present at the wedding feast, persuaded the Grand Master to 
attack Vytautas's inheritance.
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In Podolia, however, the fugitive governor was managing, and a Lithuanian-Russian garrison was 
stationed in the castles. Therefore, in 1404, Jagiełło set out for the Dniester to clear the country of 
the enemy and incorporate it into Poland:
"Kamieniec, the most defensible and almost impregnable city in the entire country," writes 
Wapowski, "called on the town to surrender;
having opened the gates, the inhabitants let him in at the first approach of the king to their walls.
Conquering the castle required a bit more work for Švitrigaila's garrison inside, who, however, upon 
noticing that the royal soldiers were setting up cannons and demolition tools necessary for the 
assault, immediately surrendered the castle to the king."

Other towns followed Kamieniec's example; Jagiełło left Piotr Szafraniec as governor.
Polish governors on behalf of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth date from this era, but their 
authority was more nominal, merely reminding the Podolia people that they had a superior lord in 
the king.



During his stay in Kamieniec, Jagiełło endeared himself to the local nobility, and gained respect in 
their eyes when the Wallachian voivode publicly paid him homage in Kamieniec at that time.

Peace flourished in the Podolia land for 24 years, and Polish colonization began in earnest; The 
country had its own armed forces,
for example, in 1410, at the Battle of Grunwald, two of the 50 banners participating were from 
Podolia, namely 18 and 19.
After this battle, the following year, Jagiełło sold Podolia to Vytautas again, i.e., "the lands 
stretching in former Sarmatia up to Lake Madecki (the Black Sea), despite the will and resistance of 
the Crown senators."
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There was much outcry about this, but on the other hand, fear of Tatar attacks, and finally the 
Congress of Horodło held two years later, "at which the Lithuanian and Samogitian principalities 
were joined and incorporated into the Kingdom of Poland by an eternal union," put an end to these 
misunderstandings.

And again, over the course of these twenty-odd years, Lithuanian governors appeared alongside 
Polish governors, just as a small Polish garrison was accommodated alongside the Grand Ducal 
garrison.

There were many such governors:
There was already talk of Niestaka or Niestys on behalf of Teodor Korjatowież, and after him, 
Gasztołd, who married Buczacka, held power. During Vytautas' reign, Giedigold lived in our city for
quite a while, as it was here that the Burgundian knight Gibert de Lannoy found him as late as 1421:
"And from Lvov," he says, "traveling through Upper Ruthenia, I went to Podolia, to another 
beautifully situated Kamieniec, which belongs to the same prince (Vytautas), where I found a knight,
the starost of Podolia, named Giedigold, who feasted me lavishly and gave me beautiful gifts, his 
own food, and fine dinners."

The successors of the governor just mentioned were Granowski, Piotr Montykird, and Jerzy 
Dowgird.
The latter, unwittingly, participated in the change of government that occurred after Vytautas's death 
in Podolia.

It was at the end of 1430 that the king closed the eyes of his brother, who had so ardently conceived 
of the Lithuanian crown. The Podolia nobility, composed of Polish colonists, Lithuanian newcomers,
and local boyars, constantly dreamed of incorporating Podolia into Poland.
This incorporation guaranteed a measure of peace, so needed in a semi-wild land bordering 
Tatarland, which always looked with a greedy eye at the province taken from it over half a century 
ago.
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There was already a Latin, and therefore Polish, bishop in Kamieniec. The anti-Lithuanian faction, 
hostile to the Grand Duke, grouped alongside him.
The more prominent figures among them were the three Buczacki brothers, Ruthenians.
As Szajnocha maintains, they had recently renounced the Eastern Rite and embraced Poland 
wholeheartedly:
Michał the eldest, successor to the royal governors – Piotr Szafraniec and later Włodek Włostowski, 
calling himself the Starost of Podolia;
Teodor and Mirził (Mużyło), the younger brothers, equally devoted to the Commonwealth;
Hryćko of Kierdejów and Kruszyn of Galów belonged to this circle.

However, during Prince Vytautas's lifetime, all these remained quiet, chasing with weapons across 
the plains of Podolia, sometimes, like the Buczackis, fleeing to the Black Sea.



Only the Grand Duke's death gave the signal to break the yoke:
The royal supporters learned of it first from the Lithuanian governor, and they learned about it in 
early November 1430 (almost three weeks later).

Then, at the head of the Kamieniec townspeople, they arrived at the castle walls, asking Dowgird to 
come to them for a consultation on urgent matters.
Dowgird opened the gates, but was immediately imprisoned and then expelled:
the Polish garrison took possession of the stronghold, in turn, Smotrycz, Skała, and Czerwonogrod 
surrendered to the Buczackis.
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Meanwhile, in Vilnius, immediately after Vytautas's death, Švitrigaila was elected Grand Duke, to 
suit the political needs of the time.
And when he learned of the expulsion of the Lithuanian garrison from the Podolia castles, he flew 
into a furious rage, lashing out at the king and reproaching him unjustly.
Finally, the king imprisoned Jogaila and his entire court.
The king's allies considered murdering Švitrigaila, but the monarch would not allow it. Perhaps he 
was too old, too Christian, after all, he had previously ordered Kiejstut's execution without 
hesitation, or perhaps he was less afraid of Švitrigaila than of his uncle, that heroic figure who shone
brightly and beautifully amid the dark Lithuanian forests, so viciously ravaged by the Knights of the 
Cross.

In any case, the king became a prisoner of his brother, and this news caused outrage not only in 
Poland but also in Europe:
The crown nobility gathered in the Warta River and decided to gather in mid-January 1431 near the 
village of Kijany on the Wieprz River, from where they would march armed and armed against 
Lithuania.

Pope Martin V wrote letters interceding on the king's behalf to Sigismund, Holy Roman Emperor, 
and even to Švitrigaila himself.
And the estates of the Kingdom decided to precede the armed attack with an embassy to the Grand 
Duke. The embassy returned from its journey, having learned that the free king was coming to 
Poland;
and the Podolia nobility played a major role in this liberation.

Długosz, and after him, Wapowski, tell the story as follows:
Jagiełło, homesick in captivity, decided to renounce the Podolia lands in favor of Świdrygiełło, and 
this was the condition for his freedom:
Therefore, he wrote a letter to Michał Buczacki, then the starost of Podolia, asking him to hand over 
the city to Michał Baba, the governor appointed by the Grand Duke.
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Tarło Toporczyk, carrying the royal order, set off with Baba to Kamieniec Zaklika. Jagiełło's 
secretaries (Andrzej Tęczyński and Mikołaj Drzewicki), saddened by the loss of the Podolia lands, 
used a stratagem:
They wrote another proclamation to Buczacki, in which they detailed the reasons forcing the king to 
make this concession, adding that Jagiełło, only urged by circumstances, had agreed
that Michał Buczacki would do well to keep the envoy and governor in prison, and on the way to 
Vilnius, arrange horses so that the crowned prisoner could escape to Poland with them:

"The letter written in this way, wishing to conceal it more carefully, they cover it with wax like a 
candle and insert wicks on both sides, and before leaving, they hand it privately to the boy Tarło, 
with the order that when he arrives at Kamieniec with his lord,
then he shall give this wax candle to Michał Buczacki in their name on the road, with the following 
words:
then When you experience the greatest trouble, you will surely cheer up if you light this candle."



It was at the beginning of 1431 that Michał Buczacki literally fulfilled the wish of the royal secret 
scribes. Jagiełło escaped from Vilnius.
As a result of his efforts, Baba found himself imprisoned in Kamieniec instead of governorship, 
which he shared with him for a time, along with a young envoy of the Jagiełło family.

Furious, Švitrigaila stormed Podolia, intending to conquer it by sword, but driven away by Buczacki
from Smotrycz, he contented himself with ravaging the Przemyśl and Lviv regions. At the same 
time, the Lithuanians from Zbaraż, Krzemieniec, and Olesko launched frequent raids on the crown 
estates.
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The result was a long, twenty-month war, the main content of which was the unfortunate siege of 
Lutsk. It ended with a truce; "both sides retained their former possessions. Specifically, regarding 
Podolia, it was agreed that the king would possess the castles of Kamieniec, Smotrycz, Skała, and 
Czerwonogrod, and Švitrigaila: Bracław, Sokolec, Zwinogród, Kaczubej, Daszków, and Latyczów."

Naturally, the king did not keep his word. Therefore, through the Polish council, the king managed 
to persuade the Lithuanians to cede the grand ducal dignity to Sigismund Kiejstutowicz, and the 
latter made a solemn declaration that Podolia, within its former borders, with all its castles, would 
henceforth belong to the Polish crown forever.

From that moment on, Švitrigaila's influence on the Podolia lands weakened and diminished, for this
moment marked the end of the second era in the history of this troublemaker;

The third was the result of the indirect influence of the dethroned Lithuanian ruler;
He left behind a rather numerous party within the once-Korjatovo province, repulsive to the new 
order of things, ready at the every beck and call of its lord and unlimited ruler;
At the head of this party was the courageous Fed'ko (Theodor, Prince of Ostrogski);
With an alacrity equal to his devotion to the Lithuanian dynasty, he traversed Podolia, destroying the
fragile beginnings of a new Western civilization there with fire and sword.

Władysław Wincenty of Szamotuły was sent with a Polish army to subdue the Lithuanian-Ruthenian
party; The combatants met on the Morachwa River in a muddy valley near the village of Kopystrzyn
(in present-day Jampol County).

The battle lasted almost the entire day, and Fedko was defeated.
Bracław then remained in the hands of the Švitrigaila supporters, but the following year it was 
captured by Stefan, voivode of Multan, and given to Poland;
it was a favor for favors rendered to Jagiello.
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In 1433, Fed’ko reappeared in Podolia, ran after Smotrycz, approached Kamieniec, tricked Teodor 
Buczacki from his fortress, led him into an ambush, imprisoned him, and made him a gift to 
Švitrigaila, thus gaining great popularity.

The scales of victory were beginning to tilt in favor of the Lithuanian faction, but the former Prince 
of Podolia himself helped us achieve victory. Intimidated by Fedko Ostrogski's prestige, he 
imprisoned him because he believed his subordinate was beginning to act on his own initiative.

It was then that Wincenty of Szamotuły and Michał Buczacki (perhaps Mirził or Michał Mużyło) 
decided it was the right time to find a worthy opponent;
Thanks to their efforts, Fed’ko, freed from bonds, became a fervent Polish supporter.

This marks the end of armed protests and the beginning of verbal ones. However, before we discuss 
these last, we should mention, at least briefly, Jagiełło's travels through the Podolia region.



No other ruler visited the countries under his scepter so often, and traversing the length and breadth 
of a country as vast as contemporary Poland and Lithuania took him only a few weeks; he constantly
moved from place to place.
To confirm what has been said, we will add that only once did he reside continuously in Kraków for 
over two months, which was no small surprise to those of his time,
"because it had never happened before that he would stay in the capital for such a long time."
We have already mentioned Jagiełło's first visit with weapons in hand (1404).
His second royal visit dates from 1410:
At the beginning of March, he traveled to Przemyśl, and by the middle of the same month he was in 
Kamieniec, where "after spending most of Lent, he returned to Lvov for the Easter holidays."

A year later, in a quick and unpredictable journey, he crossed the entire eastern border of the country,
visiting Smolensk, Zastaw, Kiev, Kaniov, and Cherkasy, sailing along the Dniester, and from there 
overland to Braclaw, Kamieniec, and Glinian.

In 1417, after marrying his third wife, Granowska, he visited Ruthenia again, dragging behind him 
his elderly, frail, and ailing spouse, a large and populous court, and perhaps even boredom, which 
prevented him from staying in one place for long.
On this journey, Kamieniec also came to a stop.
78
He was drawn here primarily by Wallachian affairs, which later became such a burden for the 
Commonwealth. He received homage from the hospodars here, and finally, by sympathy for the 
nobility, who, on their own shoulders, without government support, uncomplainingly carried the 
then-arduous mission of the Polish People's Army.
And it wasn't about fighting, for in terms of courage, none of the locals could match the colonists, 
but about moral influence, about the conviction that with Polish civilization, the country would be 
brought prosperity and strength so desperately needed in the borderlands.
The king decided to reward this devotion of the nobility, determined to erase from their memory the 
signs of indifference that had characterized the dozen or so years of Jagiełło's rule.

Therefore, a year before his death, he sincerely considered comparing the rights and privileges of the
Podolia nobility with those of the Crown. In return, the nobility pledged, in a separate act issued in 
Kamieniec and bearing 23 seals, to be faithful to the king until his death, and after his death, to one 
of the princes who would inherit the throne from his father.

Therefore, Władysław III, immediately after his coronation in 1434, fulfilled his deceased parent's 
will; the Podolia lands became part of the Crown provinces as a voivodeship.
The first voivode was Piotr of Sprowa, Odrowąż coat of arms (1434-1437), followed by people 
distinguished in the liberation of Kamieniec and Podolia from Świdrygiełło's garrison:
Michał Buczacki (1437-1438),
Hryćko Kierdej (1438-1461),
Jan Mirził or Mużył Buczacki (1461-1469), etc.
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After the Union of Lublin (1569) was introduced at the General Sejm in Lublin, the Crown and 
Lithuanian councils were to constitute a single entity, and the seats for the voivodeships were then 
designated:
Thus, the Bishop of Kamieniec occupied the last (thirteenth) seat in the Senate, followed by several 
newly established dioceses; the Voivode for 34 voivodeships, the seventeenth;
the Castellan for 30 Greater Castellans, the thirteenth in a row.

Władysław III was too preoccupied with Hungary and the war with Turkey to remember Poland, and
especially Podolia. 



Therefore, the aforementioned province preserved the only memento from that time: 
the confirmation of the rights and privileges granted to the Armenians of Kamieniec by the 
Korjatowiczs and Jagiełło, by Jan of Czyżów, the Castellan of Kraków, who was one of the royal 
governors in Poland.

The reign of Casimir IV Jagiellon was sad for all of Poland and Podolia, but memorable in that 
during his time, Tatar attacks began to recur with increasing frequency, as has already been 
discussed in their proper place.
And the Lithuanians' constant protests at the Sejms and demands for the return of Podolia, naturally, 
remained ineffective, but also ignited considerable animosity between the recently brotherly nations.
The first official speech by the Lithuanians took place at the Lublin Sejm in 1440, and was repeated 
in 1451 and 1453. 
Three years later, Lithuanian envoys, seeking the king's help, while he was preoccupied with the 
Prussian War, announced that if Podolia was not returned to them, they would seize it by force of 
arms. This threat was repeated at the congresses in Brest (1460) and Piotrków (1463), and it was 
repeated less and less frequently, with less pressure and reluctance, until the Union of Lublin.
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Podolia, however, had already become so closely linked with the crown that during the ceremonial 
merging of the two nations, when "Volhynia, Podlasie, and the Kiev region were incorporated by 
separate edicts, not a single mention was made of this jewel."

We see, then, that Poland and Lithuania constantly quarreled with each other over the province cast 
in the borderlands, sparing no blood or effort to maintain it in their fold...
It all seems ridiculous at first glance, yet in these strivings for possessions common to both sides, 
one great truth resonates: the unification of the two states was very weak and could have been 
shattered forever at the slightest gust of wind.
It was only the Union of Lublin that solidified it.

Returning to Casimir IV Jagiellon, we should add that he visited Kamieniec in 1448, drawn to this 
area by unrest in Multan.
During his stay here, he ordered measures to be devised to fortify the city.
He had the same intention when visiting the capital of our voivodeship 12 years later, and at the 
Congress of Piotrków (1463), the landowners spoke at length about it. Immediately, "the most 
distinguished statesmen were dispatched to Podolia:
Jan of Tenczyn, castellan of Kraków,
Dzierżysław of Rytwiany of Sandomierz, and Andrzej Odrowąż of Lvov – voivodes - to prevent any
disasters that might threaten the Commonwealth.
They were entrusted with the task of arming Kamieniec fortress with labor and effort,
and also with liberating it from the hands of Teodoryk Buczacki, the pledged lessee of that city, and 
settling the royal garrison.

The scarcity of the exhausted treasury would not allow for the ransoming of Buczacki, but the 
Podolia landowners promised to provide one fattened ox from each field from their rich herds.
After collecting and selling this tribute, Teodoryk Buczacki was paid off.
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Wapowski writes, echoing Długosz. However, neither of them states for what purpose Kamieniec 
was pledged, although we know from other sources that Jagiełło's sons were constantly oppressed by
the need and necessity of incurring debts, especially for military conscription—the former fighting 
against Turkey, the latter against the Crusaders.
So much for the early history of the Podolia region; perhaps this is too long a narrative, but Polish 
chroniclers give such a distorted image of that era that we felt it our duty to go into even the smallest
details to properly illuminate the matter...



II.

The history of Kamieniec in the 16th and 17th centuries.
Vlach and Tatar attacks; Ottoman at Khotyn, his expedition to Kamieniec. 

Kamieniec as the embodiment of Western civilizational aspirations; its opposition
(antagonism) to Kiev. 

The Cossack riot, the transfer of the theater of war to Podolia; the three-time and unsuccessful
siege of Kamieniec by Krywonos, Tymoshka, and Bohdan Khmelnicki. 

The need of Zhvaneck. A moment of peace. The war with Turkey. 
The siege of the city, its surrender. A description of Kamieniec during the fortress's surrender

to the Ottomans.

We have omitted the period of uncertain history of the city;
Russian Kamieniec did not pass on its history to us;
Batukan destroyed it along with its memorabilia and oral tradition.
Lithuanian Kamieniec was founded in the second half of the 14th century on the ruins of Ruthenian, 
and the Koryatovs rebuilt it;
we have discussed the capture of the stronghold by Vytautas and Jagiełło, and the efforts of the 
Lithuanian-Russian party to overtake the fortress, above;
therefore, a word should be added about Polish Kamieniec;
for it is only in this era that it takes on greater significance.

The first invasion of Petridava by foreigners dates back to the early 16th century, specifically to 
1509. At that time, Bohdan, son of Stefan, the Wallachian lord, was besieging Kamieniec, Halych, 
and Lvov, angry because the king had taken Pokucie from him, and also because, supposedly, he had
not given him his sister Elizabeth in marriage.
83
Mikołaj Kamieniecki, Grand Hetman of the Crown, then retaliated by entering Wallachia, which our
army crossed triumphantly,
"destroyed Czarnowce, Botuszany, Stefanowce, and Chocim with sword and fire,"
met Bohdan on his return on the Dniester, and he, beaten to death (on October 4th), asked for an 
alliance.

As a result, the Wallachian nobility were captured. The hetman sent 30 of them to the king, and 
ordered 50 of the most prominent to be beheaded in Kamieniec, as compensation for the Trębowel 
garrison murdered by Father Bohdan.

A treaty with Bohdan was signed in our city on January 17, 1510,
then the hospodar swore an oath of allegiance; It must have been quite an expedition, and it was of 
no small importance to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, when, because of the victory, the 
clergy ordered its anniversary to be celebrated, namely on St. Francis' Day, celebrated with 
particular solemnity in Podolia's churches.

The second attack on Kamieniec dates back to 1528.

The Tatars, attracted by its riches, set up a basket on the city meadows, but Jazłowiecki and 
Skrzycki, the border captains, drove them away, laying 1,000 corpses on the spot.
The protectorate provided by the Polish kings to Wallachia, the protection extended by our ladyships
to the dethroned hospodars on the one hand, and on the other, the unrestrained Cossack raids on the 
possessions of the Porte and its vassals, resulted in our contact with Turkey.



Although small Turkish detachments under Tatar escort had entered the country in the past, these 
were isolated raids, bearing every appearance of plunder; now, two forces were taking part in the 
fight.
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The result of their first meeting was the renunciation of Polish influence over Wallachia, granted to 
the Turks by the aged Hetman Żółkiewski in Busza in 1617.
Then came the bloody drama on the Cecorska Fields, and finally, as if to satisfy Polish honor, the 
famous Khotyn Expedition.
It is indeed a strangely beautiful step in our history, this struggle between civilization and barbarism,
taking place in the Niesterland, on the border of two countries occupying such different positions in 
the community of European families. We staked everything on the Chocim fields: 
our illustrious past, our mission to our kindred peoples, our national traditions - in short, that very 
existence that personified the state system, when the Ottomans lost nothing except their aggressive 
goals,
and were stronger than us thanks to their recent victory at Cecora, their numerical superiority, the 
order in their ranks...
and yet we won once again!
The spirit of the old hetman rejoiced in heaven, seeing the avengers of his own blood and the insults 
to the Polish banner!

Needless to say, every battle in the Kamieniec area kept the city in unspeakable expectation and fear.
However, the people of Kamieniec were most concerned about the Chocim War, initiated by old 
Chodkiewicz.

It lasted six weeks, the battlefield was only three miles away, communication with the fortress was 
uninterrupted, messengers were constantly sent to it from the camp, and the latter was very 
determined to win. . .
Six weeks is a long time, add to that the death of Chodkiewicz, the siege of Kamieniec itself by 
Ottoman in the last days of September, a siege fortunately very short, lasting only a few hours.
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It must be admitted, however, that our city did not have a charming appearance at the time, having 
been destroyed by fire, and its most prominent buildings lay in ruins.
Adding to the ruins, Osman ordered dozens of bombs to be thrown on the city, one of which 
destroyed the Armenian Chapel of the Holy Cross.

For this reason, after the conclusion of the treaty, there was a great celebration!
Prince Władysław set out from Chocim on October 12th,
passed through Zhvanets on the 13th,
and only in the evening of the 14th, disturbed by Tatars on the way, did he arrive in Kamieniec.

The next day, the entire clergy in pontifical robes and the heroic knights, led by the king's son, 
gathered in the cathedral and thanked the Lord for the victory over the enemy.
And after the prayers of joy, a prayer of sorrow followed; it was necessary to pay their last respects 
to those fallen in battle!
A modest oak coffin contained the remains of the expedition leader – hair grayed in battle, he 
survived the breach and laid his aged head to rest in the camp. His body was temporarily laid to rest 
in the catacombs of the cathedral church, later taken by his family to the family grave in Ostroh.

There were many other funeral processions, among them a particularly sad one, containing the 
remains of Jan Lipski, captain of the Ussarian banner. The shroud was held by four companions, 
sons of the deceased, who served with him in the army. He was buried in the church shops, and 
decades later, the Turks, taking revenge on the bones, threw them into disrepair...
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Another invasion of the Turks in October 1633 took place under the leadership of Abaza Pasha; they
surrounded the camp of Hetman Koniecpolski near Kamieniec, but stopped at plundering the 
province, the city was saved for once.

So, a superficial peace was achieved, but during it, a new, internal, and a hundred times more 
terrible enemy arose: the Cossacks, led by Khmelnicki...

It is not for us to decide what gave rise to these feuds between the brothers.
History has already spoken its final word on this.

We will touch on this matter here insofar as it is directly related to the history of the fortress that is 
the subject of our story.
In the mid-17th century, in the land between the Dniester and the Dnieper, between the Slucha and 
the Kherson steppes, the leader was the one who possessed strength, who could impress the 
disenfranchised native with it.

Khmelnicki commanded the masses, knew how to utilize the combustible material among the 
people, hidden beneath a thick layer of feigned humility and debasement. Having used it to his own 
advantage, he became the embodiment of an all-destroying power.

The misfortunes and turmoil on the Kuś River intensified with the death of Władysław IV:
First, small misunderstandings, complaints about oppression, then a supposed fight for faith and 
nationality, and then unbridled revenge spreads unchecked across this poor country and eradicates 
all vestiges of the social order.
And amidst this flood, two mighty naves jut out from this ocean of passion: on the one hand, golden-
headed Kiev on the Dnieper, a symbol of folk beliefs and faith, a nest of the Blacks and the capital 
of rebellious Cossack packs;
on the other, near the Dniester, Kamieniec, the embodiment of purely Polish aspirations, full of Latin
clergy, a temporary refuge for hetmans and other fighters after wrestling with the unruly Cossacks, 
seeking hospitable respite under the protection of its walls.
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But Kiev and Kamieniec, despite this rivalry, also have their personal enemies. The former is 
weighed down by Moscow, which, growing in power, is already exerting considerable influence 
over the Ukraine beyond the Dnieper River, and in turn, is laying claim to the city itself.
The Turk lurks over the latter, seeking to take advantage of the unrest in the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth and thus gain access to Europe.
Between Kamieniec and Kiev lie flimsy castles, constantly passing into the hands of Cossacks, 
Crown troops, and thugs and Tatars.

The victor here rules by ad hoc law, exterminating the nationality he finds repugnant and creating 
new citizens in its place, only to have them fall under the conqueror's sword.

So the people of these countries live today, accustomed to the constant breakdown of all 
relationships, treating even family feelings with a certain disdain. They don't feel the losses so 
keenly, because they are commonplace, not exceptional.
A Cossack troop, advancing in a single sweep, if luck permits, sweeps away everything in its path: 
villages burn, their people utterly destroyed, property plundered, and here and there the walls of a 
ruined castle jut out, sooty, gray, and sad, like the fate of its recent inhabitants.

Only Kamieniec-Podolski and Kiev remain unconquered for a time, at least, because finally, this 
too-long drama ends with the entry of a Muscovite boyar into Kiev, a Turkish sultan into Kamieniec-
Podolski!
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But these are general outlines; we cannot stop there; we need more detail, more nuances to properly 
highlight the picture we are working on.

At the end of May 1648, a few days after the death of Władysław IV, two hetmans were defeated 
near Korsun and captured by the Belgorod Tatars, accomplices in Bohdan's triumph.

This resulted in the occupation of almost all of Ruthenia by the new Ukrainian hetman: the 
intoxicated Cossacks captured Nizhyn, Chernihov, Starodub, and Home! and exterminates the 
defenseless and unwilling population of the conquerors:
"In all of Ukraine," writes a contemporary Russian chronicler, not at all favorable to us, "you didn't 
find a single Jew; noble wives became Cossack wives, and even on the other side of the Dnieper, 
almost to the Dniester itself, the Cossacks were destroying the Lord's temples and defensive castles; 
Niemirów and Tulczyn suffered particularly badly."

Shortly thereafter, a new rout of the Crown army at Piławce (near Konstantynów) brought 
unpredictable disasters to all of Poland;
Cossack and Tatar outposts reached Lvov and Zamość; the Volhynian strongholds:
Ostrog, Zasław, Lutsk, Włodzimierz, and Kobryń fell into enemy hands;
"And it's hard even to calculate," says the same chronicler, "the damage the horde inflicted on the 
people:
Not only were Jews and nobles murdered, but also the peasants who settled in these provinces,
many of them were taken prisoner by the Tatars, especially young craftsmen who shaved their heads 
in the Polish style.
Only the followers of the Eastern Rite remained here,
Catholic churches were demolished, graves were dug up, corpses thrown from coffins lay strewn 
about, exposed to ridicule, the people tore off corpses clothes and dressed themselves in them."
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In the face of this lawlessness and crime, all law, all voices of justice fell silent.
However, there was a man who protested with force and emerged as a terrible avenger of our 
wrongs.
He was Prince Jeremi Wiśniowiecki, active, vigilant, cautious, brave, self-sacrificing, persistent—in 
short, the ideal hero, shrouded even in the charm of disappointed feelings, he could easily have been 
a subject of a historical novel!
After taking the hetmans prisoner, he rose near Wiśniowiec, gathered up to 3,000 men along the 
way, brave as himself, and perhaps even engaged in skirmishes with rebellious Cossacks.
He encountered Krywonos on his way, so he defeated him in turn in Pobrebyszcze, Niemirów, 
Makhnovce, Konstantynów, and near Wiszowaty Pond.
He takes part in the defeat at Piławce, chasing the fleeing and terrified Crown army all the way to 
Lvov. There, he borrows money from the city to form a new unit, gathers the scattered troops, and 
throws himself into the fire again.

At the camp near Zbarazh, he displays prodigious courage.
At Berestechko, he is the hero of the moment, inspiring fear and fury in the proud Khmelnicki, who 
is seething at the mention of the Russian prince. In a petition from the Zaporozhian army, presented 
to the Majesty at the beginning of 1649, the hetman says not as a loyal subject (though he is 
described as such), but as a formidable victor dictating laws to a terrified Poland:
There have been two wars so far, one because of Czaplicki, so hand him over to us, the other 
because of Prince Wiśniowiecki, the hetman, so take away his hetmanship.

And fate strangely favored the proud warlord: Czaplicki fell into his hands, and the prince soon died 
in the camp near Pavolocha (1651) in the prime of life, at the age of 39!
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But let's not get ahead of ourselves; Russian chroniclers mention a Cossack siege of Kamieniec at 
that time, while Polish historians pass over it in silence.



This siege took place before the defeat at Pilau, in 1648, and was led by Krywonos.

We can even determine the time of the siege with certainty, for in that year Khmelnytsky sent 
Krywonos to Podolia twice:
- once from the camp near Białocerkiew, where the Cossacks rested from May 6th to June 27th. 
During this first expedition, Krywonos was less fortunate than the Hansa and Ostap, who were 
having a good time in Tulchin, because while capturing Makhnovets' castle, he encountered Prince 
Jeremiah and had to flee,
- then, in a two-day battle near Konstantynów, he lost 1,400 men, 27 banners, and his Poluyan 
colleague. 
He did not have the courage to venture deep into the country, which was hostile to the rebels. So he 
returned from the ill-fated expedition to Khmelnicki, but Khmelnicki had meanwhile moved from 
Białotserkva to Pavolocha, where he remained from July 8 to August 19.

From there, Krywonos was sent for the second time, and during this period he overtook Bar (August
5 or 6) and advanced to Kamieniec, where he had to stop at the walls in mid-August;
"he did not stay here long, because, seeing the impossibility of taking the fortress, he returned to 
Khmelnicki." -
 This is what Wieliczko writes.

Our sources are silent on this, perhaps because initially the Cossack raids were dismissed as "peasant
revolts," although there are some mentions of the turmoil in the Kamieniec area.

For example, in the act of the inquisition of Cossack prisoners, conducted in Halicz at the end of 
July 1648, we read that one of the captured men, "Jarema Konczewicz, when questioned, voluntarily
testified, among other things, that they had also considered going to Kamieniec, but some advised 
against it: "We will achieve nothing because God Himself has provided defense there, and God 
Himself will also conquer it."

Prince Jeremiasz Wiśniowiecki, reporting the capture of Bar to Ostroróg, the Crown Cupbearer, 
says:
"Kamieniec will surely be ruined and a mere ruin if we don't quickly resort to this violence and at 
least show an army and some degree of readiness."

And again quietly, only the Archbishop of Lvov, in a letter to Stanisław Zadorski, a dozen or so days
later (September 1st), exclaims with some joy:
"Kamieniec is defending itself well against the bandits. The Lord Castellan of Galicia, having 
camped outside the city, often intercepts them with a district soldier and noblemen."

It is therefore very likely that this is a reference to Krywonos, or to the rebellious peasant hordes he 
left behind, for this war was characterized by the fact that everywhere the people were eager to take 
up the weapons at hand, and having once tasted freedom, they asserted themselves for good in a 
country deprived of armed force.
92
Already at the beginning of August 1648, over 48 villages and towns in the voivodeships beyond the
Boh River (Volhynia, Braclaw, Kiev, and Chernihov) were in Cossack hands.

The Cossacks' petition to John Casimir also demanded that the Kiev voivode be "of the Ruthenian 
nation and Greek religious order,"
that the metropolitan have a seat in the Senate, that the Jesuits be expelled from Kiev, and so on. In 
return, Khmelnicki added,
"we are ready to remain in eternal and faithful submission to His Royal Majesty and the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth."



So His Excellency, Lord Kisiel, the Voivode of Bracław, of Ruthenian and Greek descent, sent by 
the king, went to Pereiaslavl, where the pack was then located. A seemingly unanimous agreement 
was reached, and the king declared further benefits to the Cossacks:

In the future, they would constitute a separate armed force of 40,000 men, under the name of the 
"Zaporowski" army. They were also granted a large tract of land, beyond the Dnieper: Chernihov, 
Nizhyn, Romny, and on the right bank of the river, the entire area of the country up to Dymir, 
Hornostaypol, Korystyszów, Pavolocze, Pohrebyszcze, Vinnica, and Bracław.

The Podolia Voivodeship lay beyond this line, although Khmelnytsky considered it his own, and he 
chose recruits, or rather volunteers, from the area around Kamieniec.

The said agreement did not materialize, and there were even more such treaties later. Zborowska 
needs a date for the beginning of the Zborowski Pact, the Battle of Berestechko in 1651, the Battle 
of Białocerkiewski, etc. We will omit them here, limiting ourselves to a simple mention, as they do 
not pertain to the history of Kamieniec.

The year 1652 is the year of our most terrible defeat and the greatest triumph for the Cossack 
commander, culminating in the rout of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth forces at Batoh.
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Until then, Poland had been at peace behind Kalinowski's back, for it must be admitted that the 
quintessence of our bravado and courage was in his ranks, and all this was lost in a single day, the 
border with Ukraine stripped bare, and on that border the bloody figure of a warlord with sword and 
blade, raging with success against a huge mob of people obedient to the victor as one man...
Chmielnicki could have played the role of Attila at that moment, taken over Poland, dictated laws to 
Europe, but instead of Poland, he preferred to stop at Kamieniec, which he ultimately did not 
conquer...
This alone proves that this peasant hetman, as the nobility called him, was not a warrior in the strict 
sense of the word; the mob he commanded was good material, but on home soil, at home.
The capture of Kamieniec, moreover, gave Khmelnytsky a new ally in the Padishachs, as he was to 
pledge an old border stronghold to the latter as a token of trust.

He was also drawn to this direction by Wallachian affairs.
Vasil Lupulł sat on the Wallachian throne at the time.
Misfortune decreed that he had a daughter, Rozanda, or Domna (as Wieliczko calls her), and she was
a girl of extraordinary beauty!
It was claimed that Prince Jeremi Wiśniowiecki was in love with her, although this is almost 
impossible, as the princess had barely left childhood when the brave conqueror of the Cossacks was 
no longer among the living.
According to Bartoszewicz, even the old Hetman Kalinowski was in love with her, and this love was
the cause of the Batoh disaster.
The hetman did not want to let his rival, Timoshka Khmelnytsky, pass, rushing to Wallachia to force 
Lupullo to give him his daughter by force of arms.

During this expedition, the hetman's son came upon Kamieniec and was about to attempt a siege.
Fortunately, the city, armed once again by Kalinowski after his return from captivity, possessed a 
significant garrison and several influential figures strong enough to sustain the declining spirit 
(Stanisław Potocki, Voivode of Podolia and Field Crown Hetman, and Stanisław Lanckoroński, 
Castellan of Kamieniec),
resisted the alluring persuasions of the Cossacks.
Finally, the news of Batoń's defeat, in all its terrifying magnitude and detail, could not reach 
Kamieniec, as only 15 days had passed between the beginning of the siege and Batoń's defeat.
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Khmelnicki had very few forces at his disposal: 6,000 to 8,000 Cossacks and 9,000 Tatars, waiting 
for loot, under the command of Sultan Nuradyn. 

The hetman himself was not at the city walls, but sent a letter through his son to the Regimental 
Lords and Mayors of Kamieniec. The letter read as follows:
"To their Majesty, the Regimental Lords, the Mayors, the Captains, the Councilors, and all the 
townspeople, we send friendly greetings from the Zaporozhian army.
"Whatever happens to the Monarchs and the powerful knights, they must serve temporarily, by 
God's will.
Now, by the will of the Most High, after the army has been defeated, whatever escaped it, we have 
followed them all the way to Kamieniec.
Seeing your stubbornness, that you place your trust not in God, but in your fortress, and Your 
Majesty knows this, that on your great pride the Lord God will crumble the walls. If you would wish
to remain stubborn, we, too, with our troops, pray to the Lord God." We will seek ways and will not 
leave you until God's will is fulfilled.
If you also live humbly, your harm will be less, and we, seeing your inclination, will not wish for 
bloodshed; we will immediately withdraw with our troops.
Do not expect any hope from your troops, nor promise yourselves relief.
We have a better guard in the field.
You are surrounded by our troops so that you should not expect reinforcements at this time, for 
many troops have perished.
Resolve today, so that we may know your will.
In this we offer ourselves to your friendship; we are well-wisher of all good.
Your Majesty's servant and friend, Bohdan Khmelnicki."
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The aforementioned letter was brought to the city by the only Polish prisoner of war, located in the 
Tymoshko camp, spared by the humane Tatar. 
The response was immediate:
"Mr. Khmelnicki! Greetings to Your Majesty and the Zaporowski army, we must see with our own 
eyes that the omnipotence of God is in charge of all Monarchs and Knights.
Even if he understands himself as the bravest and most valiant, fortune adorns more than one with 
its favors, not to himself, but to His holy will, he should attribute this.
That we receive from Your Majesty again, that through your cause all Christian troops were brought 
to ruin, and the enemies of the Holy Cross received glory and consolation, we accept this 
punishment with pleasure;
confessing that the Lord God justly punishes us for our sins, pride, and transgressions.
However, without losing in unlimited We place our hope in His mercy, and indeed, all of it in Him, 
not in fortresses and massed armies, fervently asking Him to graciously and kindly show His mercy.
However, we also wish that Your Majesty, who boasts of the blood of Christ as a ransom and 
professes Him, would not innocently attack Christian blood and faith, and would withdraw from this
city, which has given Your Majesty no cause.
Remembering that as the Lord God is just and merciful, and moreover, the fate of war often 
deceives.
Therefore, we offer Your Majesty and the Zaporizhzhia army our kind wishes.
Friendly Regimentaries and Elders of the City of Kamieniec."
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Once again, we reiterate that the resistance of the famous and noble inhabitants of Petridava, in the 
face of an all-destroying power, is worthy of admiration.

The length of the siege is very easy to calculate:
Supposing that the Battle of Batoh took place on June 2nd, and that, as is a given, Tymoszko 
participated in this battle, we must conclude that the Cossack units reached the walls of our fortress 
on June 9th or 10th of that month, and already on June 20th.



Stefan Czarniecki, in a letter to Jerzy Lubomirski, Marshal of the Grand Crown, reports the enemy's 
retreat in these words:
"Tymasz with part of the horde crossed the Dniester five miles above Kamieniec and Chocim to 
Wallachia. Kamieniec is free from the siege, and I understand that he will improve in health and 
well-being if Tymoszko's matchmaking is prolonged."

In a letter to the Voivode of Bracław, Jaskólski claims that Khmelnytsky stayed at Kamieniec for 
two weeks and only withdrew completely on June 23rd, 
"and he withdrew with shame, disgrace, and damage to his men, which he suffered from our cannon:
for there was no day that they were not supposed to be killed like dogs.
He did not launch any assault, which he wanted to."

An unknown author argues that the Cossacks attempted an assault, but it was unsuccessful.
"They descended into the ditches (through the Smotrych Valley), attacked mills and cottages on the 
outskirts of the city, but an expedition from the city drove them away."

There were several such expeditions, all unsuccessful, so they decided to withdraw.
The Tatars were particularly dissatisfied with their disappointment; in an effort to appease them, 
Khmelnicki allowed them to plunder the towns of Kalinowski and the Crown Standard-bearer.
99
Marczyński argues that the plague spreading among the enemy troops also contributed to 
Kamieniec's liberation from further settlement.
However, we'd rather agree that the lack of siege weapons on the one hand, and the desire to hasten 
the marriage on the other, played a secondary role.

Timoszko married in Jasy on July 9th and immediately returned with his wife to Chyhyryn, where 
he hosted a magnificent feast, to which the Tatar Khan of Crimea was invited.
In passing, we'll add that the emotional hetman addressed his daughter-in-law as Duchess of 
Podolia, never suspecting that a principality could not be ruled without a capital;
and in that capital, the liberation from the Cossacks and Tatars was solemnly celebrated.

Kamieniec grew in authority over its kinsman Lvov. The latter had recently become afraid of the 
great hetman and paid him tribute, while the old stronghold, hidden in the rocky valleys of 
Smotrych, had the courage to face him!

But let's return to history.
The warlord's son did not enjoy long;
for his father-in-law, taking advantage of his new kinship, dreamed of uniting Multan and Wallachia 
into a single state;
however, his plan was unfortunate.
The Hospodar of Malta, Raduła, called for help from the Transylvanians, invaded the Wallachian 
lands, and drove them out of Jas Lupulla.

Timoszko, learning of this, rushed to his father-in-law's aid with 18,000 Cossacks, taking his wife 
with him and leaving her in Kamieniec along the way. 
That he entrusted her to the protective walls of this castle is no surprise, for events, bloody as they 
were, did not separate the two kindred peoples, so recently united and considering themselves 
subjects of one king. Indeed, the old hetman himself considered himself a humble servant of John 
Casimir and respected him profoundly.
Polish commissioners sent to Khmelnytsky often spent their time in his camp with great joy.
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Kalinowski hanged disobedient Cossack commanders in Kraśne, and he did not deny the murdered 
Neczaj funeral honors.



Having murdered Czaplicki in the camp on Żółte Woda, Khmelnytsky ordered him buried far from 
the place where the fallen Poles were laid to rest, so that the guilty would not rest in the same place 
as the innocent.

We therefore reiterate that we are not surprised by the Kamieńcza people's acceptance of Tymoshka's
wife, as the hospodars and their families had sought refuge in our stronghold more than once, and 
Rozanda, through her sister, was related to the Radziwiłł family.

Finally, the belief that she had been sacrificed for the sake of her father's policies won her 
widespread sympathy. We are only surprised by Rudawski's ruling, which maintains that young 
Khmelnytsky, after a certain length of stay in the fortress, "bribed the ruler of Kamieniec Potocki 
and fled with her treasures to Wallachia in the company of Zaporozhian Cossacks."

We very much doubt that Potocki, then voivode of Podolia and field hetman of the Crown, could be 
bribed, and we should rather attribute this reference to some personal grudge.
We agree that releasing Rozanda from Kamieniec with her treasures was an impolitic move, but one 
justified by a deep belief that the bloody turmoil would end any day and that harmony and unity 
would return.
Potocki, therefore, could have sinned by excessive optimism, but never by base greed.
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Wieliczko claims that Lupulł sought refuge in this city, was taken from there by Tymoshka, 
plundered Wallachia together with him, invaded Multany, but seeing the overwhelming enemy 
forces, he surrendered to the khan and went into captivity in Crimea.

Tymoshko returned to Chekhryn for a new allowance, and the hospodarowa and Rozanda closed 
themselves in Soceva, where the warlord's son soon arrived with a fresh contingent of Cossacks.

At that time, on the Podolia bank of the Dniester, the Polish army was concentrated under the 
command of the king himself, who had set up camp near Zhvaniec.

This took place in mid-September 1653.
John Casimir, bound by an alliance with Rakoczy and the Hospodar of Malta, came to their aid, but 
in fact he was thinking about suppressing the Cossack power.

The Batoh defeat required retaliation, not giving it was the same as accepting the wanton nature of 
the Ukrainian people that was ruining everything.
On this stage of Zhvaniec, all local factors appear, wooing each other and then threatening each 
other:
Tymoszko is under siege in Soceva, not used to living between walls, he thrashes around like a bear 
in a cage, makes unhappy trips, all of them are several soldiers captured at the outpost, so he directs 
his anger at them and goes back to the walls of the stronghold.

The king lives in Żwaniec, some of his troops are huddled under the walls of the local fortress, 
others near Kamieniec in the "trenches of the late Mr. Krakowski".
But we will talk about Zhvaniec need elsewhere, so here we will only add that this drama ended 
quite sadly:
Tymoszko, having lost a leg during one of his trips, died in Socewa.
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The old hospodar and her daughter, who were taken away by Rakoczy, chancellor Lubomirski and 
Kazi-aga reached an agreement on December 4, under which the king obliged to pay 100,000 wages 
to the Tatars, and since he had no money, he gave hostages.



At the end of the year, there was a momentary silence in this corner again:
John Casimir left Zhvanets, followed by the army, the Tatars returned home laden with loot, and 
Khmelnytsky shed bitter tears over the body of his son, whom he solemnly buried in the new 
Sobotovsk church, built at his own expense.

The Zhvansky events and the conviction that it was impossible to create an independent state 
decided Khmelnytsky to take a decisive step, and he had dreamed of it for a long time:
On January 7, 1654, he accepted the patronage of the Tsar of Moscow in Pereyaslavek, taking an 
oath in front of his envoys.
And once again this implacable enemy unleashed a terrible defeat on Poland in February 1655, with 
a mass of Cossacks and forty thousand troops supporting it, advancing with a howling and 
bloodthirsty horde, burning and destroying everything along the way.
Husiatyń, Czortków, Jagielnica, Podhajce were destroyed in one blast, trembling Lviv brought rich 
gifts to the proud Cossack and humbly struck him with his forehead, and the warlord, adopting the 
Tatars' method of warfare, standing outside the city for several weeks, dissolved Tatar camps around 
Halych, Przemyśl, and Jarosław.
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At that time, the king wandered around Silesia, and the Swede lived on the other side of the Vistula 
River.
Northeast busy.
There were no changes in one Kamieniec: its modest crew looked at this avalanche of black flowing 
at the foot of the stronghold with some pride.
So Khmelnytsky, mindful of the refusal of the Regimentaries and Councilors, now dreamed of 
conquering it, armed with armor and supported by regular troops:
"They dragged the robber (as Yerlich calls the Cossacks) straight towards Kamianets-Podilskyi in 
the month of Yulia, under which they stood for half-fourth Sunday, capturing him in various ways, 
and under which they lost nine attacks.
By God's grace, they left him with nothing and went deep into Poland.

The consequences of this expedition are known: after the terrible devastation of the country, the 
Ukrainian hetman returned to his home with small units, with which the Tatar khan unexpectedly 
blocked the road between Zborov and Tarnopol and completely destroyed it, so that the troops 
accompanying him returned in a small army, and the Cossacks, according to Yerlich, offered the 
khan 160,000 thalers, a lot of sable and other furs, as well as looted pearls, and they also released all 
Polish prisoners.

This was Khmelnytsky's last attack, he died quickly, i.e. in August 1657, furious with himself for 
tying himself with Moscow, for it was stronger, and for not having the courage to fight it.
He was buried splendidly in the Sobotowska church. Their Majesty Mr. Zorko, the deceased's senior 
secretary, gave a eulogy over the hetman's grave, although full of reproaches and insults to the 
Republic of Poland, but delivered in Polish.
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At the time of Khmelnytsky's death, there were 20 Cossack regiments, one half of which was located
behind the Dnieper and the other on the right bank of the river.
The last ones had the following names: Czyhryński, Cherkasy, Kaniowski, Korsunski, Bohusławski, 
Białocerkiewski, Pavołocki, Bracławski, Kalnicki, Humański and Podolski.
Z tego widzimy, że watażka miał zawsze do Podola pretensye: choć ostatnią placówką kozactwa był 
Bracław, a granicę Ukrainy stanowiły rzeki: Róś, Teterów i Horyń.

After the hetman's death, there is a terrible uproar in Ukraine: the artificially bonded relationship, 
held together by the dead man's iron fist, is falling apart.

Cossacks, although annoying, fade into the background, in the foreground there are two states 
influencing these provinces, under their pressure Ukraine is divided into trans-Dnieper and 



pre-Dnieper with separate atamans looking at each other with hatred; 
For a moment both halves unite under the rule of Yuri Khmelnytsky, then they fall apart again 
irreversibly, until during the Turkish war three Cossack hetmans appear:
Poland with its capital in Uman,
Turkish settles in Chyhyrin, and in Pereyaslav, the governors come from Moscow.

We are now approaching the saddest era in the history of Kamieniec, leaving aside the Cossack 
affairs and descriptions of battles fought throughout the country between the Dniester and the 
Dnieper, as these do not fall within the scope of our story.
Poland's situation before the Turkish invasion was strangely sad; contemporary historians claim that 
five years before the annexation of Kamieniec, the country knew about the intentions of the Porte, 
and yet the enemy was disregarded.
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John Casimir, perhaps the most mischievous of the kings of the old dynasty, will escape! against the 
dangers threatening the Republic of Poland.
It was more quiet for him within the walls of the monastery, and the monk's robe was more 
appropriate for a man, together with the crown of renunciation and too worldly pleasures.
This royal crown in Poland at that time became a real wreath of thorns, Michał Korybut 
Wiśniowiecki reached for it, not at all prepared for martyrdom, soft, pious, humbly endured the 
excuses and insults of the nobility... he dismissed them with tears.

When Batory's or Łokietek's iron hand was needed!
And a strange thing, as if the scale of evil had already tipped, because at that time of social disorder, 
not a single person appeared who rose above the unruly crowd with love for the country and 
sacrifice for it.
Selfishness and selfishness were growing terribly among the multitude, preparing sad consequences.
The king, however, did not lower his arms, he was the only one in Poland who believed in the 
danger threatening from the south, so he sent envoys after envoys to the neighboring courts asking 
for help in this future war, to the extent of a crusade that could grow.

It was the Pope who had to knock first, and the abbot of Peplin, Father Wolf, was a brave supporter 
of our cause in Rome, but when the College of St. was met with a refusal and even an indecent 
response, in which, among other things, it was stated that
"the Vatican treasury has no obligation to scatter the fortune of the fisherman Peter on wars waged in
dreams", then the king went elsewhere, but even there he did not fare much better!

The German emperor, although his wife's relative, refused to help, followed by Sweden and 
Denmark.
France had its worries (the Front had not yet been satisfied).
In England, Kromwell sat on a throne covered in blood from a fresh murder, with no salvation in 
sight.
Only one man from Brandeburg, as a vassal, did not spare sweet words for the envoy, promised 
readiness, but as usual, he did not keep his promise.
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Therefore, it was necessary to rely on our own strength and appeal to the patriotism of citizens.
Unfortunately, at that time there was terrible chaos in the country, the nobility mocked Turczyn, 
claiming that it was a bad idea, that in the worst case, if Turczyn came, he would deal with Bisurman
in the blink of an eye, so they broke up the assemblies with force, dissatisfied with the supposedly 
despotic rule (?!),
and when the king, hurried by letters from the Porte, demanding the independence of Ukraine, asked
for an increase in the army and the adoption of a popular uprising, the chamber replied to him with 
disdain:
Let us first arrange ourselves internally, and then we will consult about the resistance of our intended
enemy.



The Sejm of 1671 was the culmination of the nobility's wantonness, the king received death threats, 
pamphlets were spread that slandered him most cruelly, the hetmans quarreled with each other, the 
army, following in the hetmans' footsteps, led each other by the sword, and although the danger 
coming from Turkey was obvious, the Grand Vizier's proclamations were insulting, the Prince of 
Transylvania's letters were full of warnings and concerns...
but the nobility did not see all this.
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It would take a misfortune to start a dispute over provisions for the Kamieniec crew, which resulted 
in an insulting and indecent quarrel, and finally, the fatal veto of Stanisław Ubysz, the standard-
bearer of Gostyń, interrupted the Sejm, on which the last hope depended!
But after this jump, which showed a strange disregard and lack of civic feelings, the horizon began 
to clear.

Marcin Zamojski, the castellan of Lvov, was able to reconcile the conflicting hetmans, and thus 
brought order to the army.
The Bishop of Krakow, Father Trzebicki, was moved by the king's speech and began to encourage 
the nobility to make sacrifices for the public good. Wanting to set an example, at his own expense, 
he armed a regiment of 500 men and sent it to help Kamieniec.

The Sejm of 1672 was established under more favorable auspices:
the estates chose Gniński, voivode of Chełm, as an envoy to the Porte, he was to replace Wysocki, 
who had been a guest in Constantinople for a long time.
Wysocki took with him the arrogance of the nobility and used it to impress the padishah, thus 
completely breaking the already tense relations between the two states.
In "Ukraine", or rather in the entire area of land between the Dnieper and the Dniester, this theater of
the expected war, things were not happy at all.
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Only Kamieniec remained constantly in our hands, and peace reigned in the area, while further east, 
especially in the Bratslav and Kiev provinces, the Cossacks were active. Doroshenko, now close to 
the Porte, began to be quite an opponent, especially since the Turkish authorities added 5,000 
janissaries to his aid, with whom he set out to cleanse Russia of the Polish hosts.

How did the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth fare in this respect?
In fact, at the beginning of 1671, Father Ostrogski received an order to "guard the Volhynian route 
with his army, and 7 banners were sent to Polesie on Piwa to restrain the unruliness of the Russian 
people there.
Raczkowski went to Ukraine as a commissar with 8 armored banners of Jan Pruszkowski to support 
the Cossacks loyal to Poland, united under the leadership of Haneńko in Uman, and small units 
under the leadership of the distinguished Sirek, Jakób Kulka and Jarosz, the mayor from Pawałacze, 
wandering around the country.
These troops did not bring much benefit, only in the spring, when both hetmans came to their aid, 
things started to be better for Poland, but the movement did not last long, the crown troops, after a 
several-week walk, retreated towards Poland, leaving small crews in Białocerkiw and Sharogrod.
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Łużecki, the castellan of Podlasie, was in charge of Ukraine, but he also stayed for a short time, 
beaten at Batoh, and in the second half of July 1672 he returned to Lvov with his remains.
Pruszkowski followed his example and the entire country, known as the Russian province, fell under
the feet of the victorious Doroshenko, trembling and impatiently awaiting the arrival of the new 
master, who rose from his position, menacing, inexorable, party with the desire for conquest, leading
crowds of obedient people behind him at his single nod...

The honor of facing this enemy of the old Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth fell on the shoulders of
Kamieniec, now a truly borderland stronghold.



Beyond Kamieniec, to the north-west, Polish law was in force, Polish customs were respected, and 
in front of it, to the south and east, the Russian people were swarming, discouraged and with 
unrepressed hatred towards Poles.
To the south-west was the open bank of the Dniester, beyond which the silent steppe ran to Budjak, 
the nest of the Tartar thugs, and beyond it millions of lances clanged; a storm was gathering, from 
which thunderbolts were to fall on Poland.
During the period of expected supplies, in the midst of a nationality repugnant to the Polish element,
Kamieniec was, as it were, the last outpost, a lost position.
However, we must admit that not many of its inhabitants properly understood their situation, the city
now had to atone for its greed and disregard for the enemy.
In 1671, Sobieski wanted to enlarge the local crew by two entire infantry regiments, but the town 
hall did not accept the allowance, explaining the lack of space and using royal privileges.
111
Only after long attempts was Prince Trzebicki's regiment allowed into the city when the treasurer 
showed the funds intended for its maintenance; this unit arrived only a dozen or so days before the 
Turks approached the city walls.
Prusinowski, a Usarski standard bearer who was camped near Husiatyn, in a letter written to the 
Grand Hetman at the end of July (25, 1672), he reports, among other things:
"They write from Kamieniec for reinforcements every day and ask His Excellency the Bishop of 
Krakow for infantry, which I am ready to ordain upon Your Majesty's orders."
However, two days later, in a new response, he adds:
"The regiment of His Excellency the Bishop of Krakow was marching very orderly to the camp. It 
was a senator! There were probably as many people who loved their homeland as he did."

We can see that the unit in question could have been in Kamieniec only at the beginning of August; 
it is no wonder that Fr. Lanckoroński, the local bishop, unfortunately and contrary to the custom of 
his predecessors, staying in the diocesan capital, "who had previously disbelieved about the Turks", 
now wanted to escape and begged for reinforcements:
"here, he writes to Prusinowski, you have neither head nor praesidio, so they must avoid the danger 
of surrender, and tomorrow they will supposedly escape from here... and ask for reinforcements to 
Kamieniec, because they will not defend it themselves, and it is up to me to be in praesidio."

However, we will see below that he did not escape from the fortress, and Hodama's consolation is 
that, apart from the priest bishop, who did not consider it appropriate to stand at the head of his flock
in the moment of danger, no one thought of escaping.
Like the wealthier townspeople, the local dignitaries did not leave the city; Indeed, with their 
presence they encouraged the poor inhabitants, under the care of crumbling walls and a two-
thousand-strong crew, who were expecting the enemy at any moment.
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And this enemy, still concentrated in the autumn of 1671, numbering 340,000 people, having 
wintered in Thrace, Epirus and Macedonia, in June 1672 rose to the march described by Al. 
Dladziecki:

"General Quartermaster Bey Chirmensky received an order to go first with bunchuks, and the Sultan
set off on Sunday, June 5. 
In Isekja a bridge was built, 750 cubits long and 10 cubits wide, with seven hundred canoes brought 
from Gradiska and Pochega.
The governor of Bosnia, Ibrahim, and the beglerbey of Anatolia, Ali Pasha, were ordered to advance 
with their troops and carry supplies collected from all directions to feed the army.
Osman Pasha, Sandziak of Nicopolitan and Murad Pasha of Kangroon, were entrusted with taking 
back the food parcels and Mohamed Pasha with defending the bridge over the Danube in Isekja.
The governors of Alep and Karamania, Kaplan and Ali Pasha, beys whose troops were distinguished
by good order, were given honorary caftans when passing in front of the Sultan's tent.



In Brusichen, in Multany (Multenia, Moldavia), an imperial daily order was issued, designating each
governor's place in the sultan's retinue, as well as a right or left hand for each of them to bow to the 
padishah when he deigned to pass between the ranks of the army...
When the Sultan arrived at Iasi, the capital of Multan (Multenia, Moldavia), Prince Doukas, who 
ruled this principality for the second time, placed at his feet a dagger set with precious stones, two 
magnificent sable robes and a whole bundle of rich materials.
The usual gifts were distributed to the army at the beginning of a military expedition: the janissaries,
sipahs, jeleds and boatmen received a thousand aspers each.
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The viziers were hosted in Sutta tents. Khalil Pasha, the commander of Ochakiv, the bey of Anatolia 
and Karamania, and the bey of Chirmen were ordered to supervise the works on the bridge over the 
Dniester, and the office of quartermaster was given to the bey of Adana. The Sangritan Sanjiak 
arrived from Kili with artillery, the transport of which was entrusted to landed feudal corps from 
Rumelia and Bosnia.

When the army encamped at a spring a mile from Khotyn, the Zhvanite garrison on the other side of 
the Dniester withdrew from the castle without question; the next morning it was replaced by a 
Turkish detachment, consisting of five quarters of janissaries, three hundred cavalry, and one 
hundred and fifty men selected from Kajmakan's command.
The Grand Vizier and the Priest Pasha stood at the bridge to supervise the works; ditches began to be
cut on the right bank of the Dniester, and redoubts were built on the left bank.
Khalil Pasha, the commandant of Ochakov, and Murad Pasha of Kangry crossed the river on rafts on
August 7, 1672 (12 Rebin-Akir 1083).
Five days later, the Beglerbejs of Sivas and Mlas and the voivode of Multa stood guard in front of 
the Sultan's tent and, according to custom, received their honorary caftans.
After the bridge was completed, the Janissaries were the first to pass; after them the Sultan, and then
for the first time the Muslim army set up camp on Polish soil.
Kajmakan, Viziers, bashas of Bosnia and Alep, accompanied by several Alaibeys and the 
commander of artillery, recognized the location of the Kamianets castle on August 15, 1672.

—  The next day, the viziers and beglerbees presented the Crimean Han to the Sultan at a solemn 
hearing;
he received a cloak of heron feathers decorated with precious stones, a scimitar, a sable robe 
embroidered with gold, a doublet and several brave horses;
twenty people from his retinue received caftans.
The next day, Cossack Hetman Doroshenko wiped the dust from the Sultan's legs with his forehead 
and received a doublet, a mace and horses with strings.
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Finally, after thirty-eight marches and as many stands, the army set up camp near Kamieniec on 
August 18, 1672.

This camp stretched from Żabiniec to Ciołkowce, so it encompassed the town in a semicircle: its 
core, front, with all its supplies of siege tools, was concentrated under the castle.
The Tatars divided their troops into two units, one part of them came with the Sultan, and one part of
them came to the Hun's well.
Another one, with Doroshenko, brought from Ukraine, as well as the Lipkas, who had entered 
Podolia through Usti and had anticipated the arrival of the Turks, were located on the Oryniński 
steppe, in the trenches of Hetman Tarnowski, where the khan had his headquarters and constituted a 
kind of rear guard in the padisha's army.
Doroshenko and his boots from the Russian farms were doing their best, storming the Russian gate, 
well before the sultan's arrival.
The Grand Vizier commanded the siege works and was therefore the center of the corps; the right 
wing was held by Mustafa Pasha, the left wing was held by Kajmakan Kara Mustafa,
"in this order, they began to dig ditches, and within five days the work was completed." 



Kamieniec could not stand against such power;
his army together with the surrounding peasantry, the Seredeniates, by the priest. called bishop, 
amounted to 1,600-2,000 people.
Although there were not many cannons in abundance, there were "few cannonmen and not perfect 
ones", and as Jemiołowski proves, only four people in the entire fortress knew how to properly 
operate cannons, while the Turks had "large cannons, excellent gunners, stout infantry; seven of 
them surrounded the castle with ramparts and covered half with aprons, from which they were 
constantly shooting at the castle."
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The actual siege began after the completion of the earthworks, namely on August 24; Our men did 
fire at the position, trying to prevent the building of the fortifications, but they were unable to do so, 
even though all available forces were present in the castle.
Deathly silence fell over the city, the previously populated squares became empty; gathered in 
churches, women sent prayers asking God to protect the Christian town...

On August 24, 1672, the people were so tired from working around the fortifications for several days
and nights, that Fr. the bishop, the oldest senator in the besieged city, was thinking about an 
armistice:
“I therefore wanted to bring them, he says in one of his letters, so that they could ask for armisticium
for deliberation and for refreshment of the soldier, in order to defend himself again.
They did so, but the common people understood that deditio, especially women, treated me very 
badly as a traitor.

August 25 was the most terrible day, we had to leave the new castle "because it was impossible to 
stay there and defend it."
The Turks "digged a mine under the gate of the old castle and threw it with gunpowder", on that day 
"we were shot at more than 400 times with grapeshot and 150 grenades were fired";
one of them rushed into the Lutheran chapel in the bastion, where at that time there was a warehouse
of our 120 grenades, "which, when lit in this way, made a great noise and shock."
There is also a lot of fear in the city because of the fire, the roof of the church of St. Catherine 
burned down, the church of St. George was completely destroyed by fire, and both city gates had to 
fight against the enemy, who had built fortifications so close that a stone could be pressed against 
them,
"and the cannons were planted there to break the dam and they could use water to prove what they 
could do, because their cannons pierced the ground two fathoms thick."
The Turks, encouraged, began to storm the stronghold a second time in the evening, and then at 
night, "but they lost the assault and about two thousand of them were killed."

On August 26, 1672, "our men noticed that they had also planted explosive material under the four 
towers with mines: seeing that they would not be able to withstand the city and themselves, they 
raised a white banner; in this (the last) assault, many officers were shot and killed: Mr. Humieniecki 
(Humiecki), the Podolia standard-bearer, was killed." 
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As a sign of surrendering the castle, the Turks stopped bombing, and the judge (Gruszecki) and the 
table keeper (Rzewuski) went to the enemy camp as parliamentarians.

Just when the arrangements were being closed (in the afternoon of August 27), a terrible noise was 
heard in the old castle, one of the bastions flew into the air.
The Turks, first frightened, then angry, began to accuse the envoys of treason; MPs made similar 
excuses to the winners, as a result of which the MPs were "in magnis angustlis these days".
However, the matter became clear: the cause of the shock was the ignited explosive material.
Who set them on fire? People talked about it differently.



One version, perhaps invented to appease the padishah's anger, held that
"that the people and soldiers who were being drunk, carelessly poured themselves on the drink, and 
one of them ignited the gunpowder, which contained several barrels, and several hundred soldiers 
and other people went up in smoke."

The bishop of Kamieniec, who views suicide from a religious standpoint and considers it a sin, even 
if it was the result of great pain, places the entire blame for the accident on the poor person 
responsible for the explosion:
"During the treaties, he says, the artillery major was disgusted that he was often scolded for having 
many fornications and shortcomings in the cavalry.
Having entered the tower where there were many barrels of gunpowder, he set them on fire and 
ruined everything, and lost about 500 people, where Mr. Wołodyowski, our Hector, also died.
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However, the military companion of the deceased, who properly understood the laws of honor, 
paints this matter differently: 
"Mr. Major Hekling of the cannon, seeing the great disorder among the nobility in Kamieniec and 
that the fortresses must be destroyed because of them, blew himself up with gunpowder, sat on a 
barrel and caught fire and that's how he died.
The second gunpowder were lighted by our carelessness, and more than eight hundred people died, 
half of them soldiers and the rest of various people.
So our stronghold had its own Hector, thrown with mud by contemporaries...
a strange concept indeed!
They didn't care about the people, they were making noise because one nobleman, Hector, died 
buried under the rubble of a collapsing castle!
All correspondence from that time brings Wołodyowski's death to the fore! 

Finally, the terms of capitulation were signed, which included five points:
1) soldiers are allowed to go out with bionia in hand (with muskets), the guns become the property 
of the winners;
2) the residents of Kamieniec were allowed to leave with their belongings;
3) personal security and property ownership are ensured for the rest;
4) Religia libera et religionis ezercitium, for Catholics, Armenians, Ruthenians "churches with a 
need and the rest for mosques"
5) houses of nobility and clergy staying in the city, free from military quarters.
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As the story continues, we will see to what extent the new masters of this defensive rock kept their 
promises, but at that time they were happy with this solution to the drama!

The next day (August 28, 1672), the Sultan received congratulations in the camp on the occasion of 
the capture of Kamieniec and distributed sable furs as a gift; the group of congratulatory people 
included the priest bishop of Kamieniec, the sub-starosta (Als) and the chamberlain of Podolia 
(Lanckoroński), dressed in caftans sent to them from the Vizier;
It was a sad necessity, but one had to submit to it under pain of death, and no one thought of 
opposing it, there were few Heklings in our pampered society!

The Sultan contented himself with paying tribute and immediately released the local dignitaries. On 
August 30, they left for Jagielnica along with other residents in 300 carts, escorted by 600 Turks, for
which they had to pay them generously.
The entry of Muhammad IV into the capital of the voivodeship was preceded by Janczar-aga, he 
received the captured city from the commandant's hands,
"The crosses were removed from all churches and tenement houses and placed well.



The noble ladies, of whom there were quite a few and some of them beautiful, some were taken to 
the Turkish emperor himself, some to the vizier, and the rest to the pashas.

Good respect for capitulation!
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Finally, on September 3, the Sultan himself entered Kamieniec at the head of a ceremonial 
procession.
In his honor, the streets were sprinkled with the blood of freshly slaughtered animals, which was 
supposed to represent the blood of the conquered city's captives.
There is a report in local church visits that pictures of saints were thrown out from churches and 
trampled by the arriving Ottoman procession with horses.

The Turks entered through the Russian Gate, while the Tatars entered simultaneously through 
Batoroska Street and then through Karmelicka Street (hence its original name).
Muhammad IV in a green robe, on a tarant-shaped horse, preceded by beglerbees and pashas, in a 
slow procession through the Armenian market (today's governor's square) and the Polish market, got
to the cathedral church.
Here he got off his horse and entered the temple with a banner on which the date of taking 
Kamieniec was written.
At the same time, an eight-year-old boy was caught in the market square, circumcised in front of the 
Sultan, and this was the end of the ceremony of transforming the Catholic cathedral into a Muslim 
mosque.

The captured kid was Piotr Jastrzębski.
Kochowski met him after the Vienna victory, as Lubomirski's courtier.

The Grand Vizier quickly organized the city, expelled the Poles, took everything from them, ordered 
the walls to be repaired quickly, and left the praesidium of 15,000 people under the leadership of 
Halil Pasha, the new commandant and governor of the Podolia Pashalkat, and placed the 
neighboring Khotyn under his management.

The Turks took away quite a few treasures from the city, because all the wealth of the province, both
ecclesiastical and private, was gathered here in one hiding place, which the enemy was able to easily
find and sent to Istanbul on a hundred wagons.
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They also took town records and church books.
This shipment, made up of papers, was about to be loaded on the ship on the Black Sea, when Lord 
Szumlański, arriving at the scene, bought it and deposited it in Lvov.
By a strange coincidence, the land records escaped robbery; Halil Pasha ordered them to be 
deposited in a building that had existed until recently (an old noblemen's meeting house), where they
survived the entire Turkish captivity in the greatest order.

In mid-September, the padishah and his camp rose from near Kamieniec, but he left Poland only on 
October 28, 1672.
The Grand Vizier with the Tatars and Cossacks reached Lvov.
The agreement was made by Buczacka as if to disgrace the name of the family, which had been 
fighting successfully against the Bisurmans for several generations.

Agreement insulting the Republic of Poland:
by virtue of it, the entire Podolia Voivodeship passed into the hands of the victors.
Ukraine was given to the Cossacks.



Moreover, the king promised to pay the Port 22,000 red zlotys annually.
In the treaty this tribute was called a soft and caressing gift, a beautiful gift, forced with a knife to 
the throat!
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Yet the loss of such an area of land did not make as much of an impression in Poland as the capture 
of Kamieniec.
An unknown correspondent from near Janów describes this fear clearly in the following words:
"Like the crown, Poland's crown, this fortress had not yet been in pagan hands, but now it has 
arrived. 
Everyone seemed to have dropped their hands.
Let God's will be done!…

"The Queen will send Her Majesty to Silesia,, Gentlemen to Gdańsk."
The old exiled king, spending the rest of his life in a foreign land, died of great pain upon learning of
the loss of a first-class Christian stronghold.

One of the most outstanding preachers of this period, Father Tomasz Młodzianowski, often mentions
this national misfortune in his ceremonial speeches.
So, upon hearing the deaf news of the approach of the Turks to old Petridava, he cries out in pain:
"Let's see what's hanging over us.
Kamenets of Podolia, fortress of the crown, Christian tower, you are looking at the neighboring 
Chocim, already given to the Turks, and won't you be under the same tutelage?

And in another place:
"Our country! Christ gave you to the Blessed Virgin, he gave it to his mother. Kamieniec, if you are 
besieged, you will not perish; and if you fall, remember that you will not be Buda, Białogrod, 
Khotyn, because you are the inheritance of the Blessed Virgin!"
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Młodzianowski often metaphorically mentioned our town, and as proof we will quote his teaching 
on sin and penance:
“We know, he says, that mortal sin leads to hell, which is a greater misfortune than the loss of 
Kamieniec, the loss of Podolia, the retreat of Ukraine.
Anyone who feels guilty of mortal sin has helped lead to the captivity of Kamieniec, to the shedding
of innocent blood, and to the fall of the Christian country into pagan hands.
Say, as David once did:
this punishment was due to our sins, Kamieniec died for my crime, these young maidens, nuns who 
did not yet understand faith, what did they do?...

There are many eyes there that have not yet dried up since they were taken out of Kamieniec!
there are many hearts there that would cry out to die rather than endure these violences and insults!
Many of you no longer see your own country, you were born somewhere else and you will be buried
somewhere else.
You will no longer hear Christian bells, you will no longer apologize to God in confession. Your 
lovely homeland is bidding you farewell, but it is also apologizing, oh, it is apologizing that it has 
ruined you and Kamieniec because of its disagreement.
There was a great earthquake during the time of Theodosius the Less, so that everyone had to move 
out of the city.
The Patriarch ordered the singing of Holy God, and at once the earthquake stopped.
You shook, my dear crown, our pillars were moved, for the great pillar of Kamieniec has fallen!
Holy God, holy mighty one, holy immortal one, have mercy on us, but with mercy, one might say, 
not of treaties, but of victorious peace!



This is how the loss of the royal stronghold, thrown on the Tartar routes and previously impressive 
to the barbarians, was mourned:
in the hands of the invaders, it changed beyond recognition - because while the castle gained by 
thoroughly improving its fortifications, the city lost its important decorations, but we will talk about 
this in the following chapter.
However, so that the reader can properly highlight these new transformations, we will provide here a
summary description of Kamieniec as it was when the Turks took it.

According to the lustration, from 1570,
"there were 614 Lac, Russian and Armenian houses in the city and the suburbs, 31 tenement houses, 
9 butcher's shops, 63 bakers' houses, 5 clothiers' shops."

Although Kamieniec was destroyed by fire at the beginning of the 17th century, it had time to be 
rebuilt, and indeed in Tomaszewicz's plan we see all its quarters densely built-up.
There were 28 Christian temples alone, including 12 Catholic ones.
Cathedral Saint Peter and Paul converted into a Sultan mosque.
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Around 1680, the Turks built a mosque on the bank of the Smotrycz, at the Lacka Gate. It was the 
only new building they erected. After the partition was removed, the city gave it to the Trinitarians, 
but they did not accept the donation.
The proximity of water, much larger at that time on this side of Kamieniec, and the constant 
flooding of the river made this corner unhealthy, so the building was quickly demolished.

The Podolia nobility took refuge in Poland, where for 27 years they represented the Podolia 
Voivodeship, as if in partibus.
The Podolia assemblies were held in Halicz a week after the local ones, the act of electing Jan 
Sobieski is signed by several delegates from Podolia, and the same document regarding the 
accession of Augustus II to the throne. just a few of everything.

During this period of captivity, the bishops of Kamieniec marched in the following order:
after W. Lanckoroński, Jan Czarnecki, Stanisław Wojeński, Jerzy Denhoff and Gniński, the three 
predecessors of the latter did not see their capital,
and only one of them, Wojeński, staying in the camp of Hetman Sobieski, was within his own 
diocese.
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Voivodes:
Al. Stanisław Bełżecki (1677), Maksymilian Fredro (1679), Stanisław Koniecpolski (1682), 
Stanisław Karol Łużecki (1686), Mikołaj Daniłowicz (1688) and Franciszek Dzieduszycki 80). 
Castellans: Mikołaj Bieganowski (1674), Paweł Potocki (1674), Gabryel Silnicki (1678), Rafał 
Makowiecki (1689), Franciszek Szembek (1693) and Nikodem Żaboklicki (1704).

The Estates, wanting to help the expropriated nobility of Podolia, allocated PLN 20,000 for their 
annual maintenance. with the condition that those who "have no pro tunc estates" should benefit 
from the donation; they were also freed from the poll tax immediately at the Sejm of 1673.
It was indeed a small allowance, but the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, devastated by wars, was
so poor that it could not pay it immediately, because in the following year (1674), at the election 
sejm after the death of Michał Korybut, we found renewed orders to pay the sum already promised.

But before we finish this chapter, we must mention one more very painful issue.
For centuries, it has been customary in Poland to attribute great misfortunes affecting the country 
not to the disregard and recklessness of the general public, but to the dishonesty of individuals.



This happened again and after Kamieniec was taken, people started shouting about betrayal and 
blaming the entire failure on betrayal.
The general public did not remember that the castle was poorly equipped and had a crew of less than
2,000 men, which was supposed to face an army of 300,000, that there was a complete lack of 
gunners, that the disorder in the stronghold and in the city was in no way justified, so they forgot 
about all this and blamed everything on bribery!
128
The story about the betrayal began to pass from mouth to mouth and finally grew so powerful that it 
had to be brought before the estates of the assembly, and even earlier at Gołębie there was already 
shouting about this matter at will, as a result of which Potocki, the general of Podolia, was ordered 
to present an explanation of his actions at the next assembly and clear himself of the charges.

But since the deadline was too short, it was postponed until the next session of the Sejm, to which he
was to appear
"born general of Podolia, with officers, both Polish and foreign, who were at the surrender of 
Kamieniec, and those who treated the enemy, and those who had military charges, were absent from 
Kamieniec at that time, and those who had any money and contributions to the fortifications of 
Kamieniec belonging to the cupboard, and who were in charge of the ammunition in Kamieniec at 
that time.
Also those who kept provisions and money, both for them and for the fortifications, will have to pay 
their dues".

Naturally, it all came to naught, as it was found that the main content of the accusations was the talk 
of Charles of Luzhtsky, the castellan of Podolia, and the unfortunate commander of the crown troops
in Ukraine a year ago.
"When he submitted a report on his activities to the Sejm, he blamed the Podolia general for treason,
adding:
that he did not want to let him go to the fortress, with the army sent by Hetman Sobieski to reinforce
the Kamieniec garrison".

Jemiołowski also mentions this matter, with some sarcasm:
"They asked about the traitors who surrendered Kamieniec to the Turks, and about those who were 
the driving forces behind the Turkish war.
But when they cannot inquire or appoint them, neither among themselves nor among the opposing 
parties".

We would not touch on this issue in our story, leaving it in silence,
if Mr. Przeżdzieeki, in his very honorable work, had not twice made painful mention of the betrayal 
of the Kamieniec elders in 1672.
There are things that should not be criticized, especially in today's era.

The crescent moon was rising over Kamieniec, and the mole from the tower of the once Catholic 
temple was calling the faithful to prayers.
His hoarse cry resounded instead of the old bugle call and ran through the dew, dying in thousands 
of echoes in the recesses of Smotrycz. .
People dressed in turbans were on military duty on the ramparts of the stronghold, and the Lipkas, 
robbers, were nesting on the river, and the city groaned in captivity for more than a quarter of a 
century.
We should talk about her now.

* * *



III.

Twenty-seven years of Turkish rule in Podolia.
The history of Kamieniec, fortifications of the city, pressure, police, espionage, Lvov hostages,

Turkish authorities in the city and in the pashal. 
Lipków and their history. Chocim War. Delimitation of the Turkish partition from Poland.
Jurko Chmielnicki, governor of Sarmatia, his case with Orun and the court in Kamieniec.
Attempts by the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth to regain the voivodeship and the city:

blockade of Kamieniec by Jakób Sobieski; 
Mr. Marcin Bogusz, regimental officer of Podolia; ambush near Uście on Smotrycz. 

Preparations made by Augustus II. in order to reclaim the city. 
Karłowice Alliance; Turks leave Kamieniec 1699; occupation of the stronghold by the Polish

army, cleansing of churches, celebrations.

The attitude of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth towards the new invader of its province was 
not friendly at all.
The Turks, convinced that the occupation of Kamieniec would cost them dearly, and that the Polish 
knights would not be able to steal this real pearl in the Piast crown with impunity, began to think 
about properly fortifying themselves in the capital of the voivodeship, which they did within the first
sixteen months, i.e. the period from the occupation of Podolia to the defeat at Chocim.

First, the Ottoman commander set about clearing the city; Until then, the Giaurians, a cursed nation, 
had lived here, and it was necessary to destroy the traces of their presence, so the rubble was quickly
cleared away, the bones lying in church cemeteries were thrown away, and the crosses were removed
from the churches.

Then the new owners began to fortify the capital of the newly established Podolia Pashalyk; already 
in mid-December 1672, the actual stronghold was improved.
"An old castle, writes a correspondent unknown to us, ruined by our ashes, now a tower with two 
huge towers."

In the spring of 1673, the Turks began to fortify the town itself, with the help of the French.
In mid-June, "the fortification of the city was complete, so much work was done on it that 2,000 
peasants went to work a day and were paid in zlotys.
This fortress is so stocked with provisions and ammunition that after some churches and houses are 
full, there is no room for more".

And the new owners were also concerned about cleaning up the city, because apart from the 
collapsing houses, they completely destroyed the wooden, although still strong, buildings, wanting 
to forge a stone town out of Kamieniec: 
“the people of Kamieniec understood that it was supposed to happen to them as they had promised 
themselves in the deditionis treaty;
and they kept them while the emperor remained on this side of the Danube:
and since he returned to those countries and left them with a very bad and hot governor, great 
oppression and devastation is taking place that it would be scary to look at Kamieniec now.
They demolish buildings, burn them, build only stone ones, and build mosques with foundations".

Already from the sources we have at hand, we can conclude that the new conquerors considered the 
city to be the main depot of military equipment, a stage on the journey to Europe, which they still 
dreamed of conquering;
Therefore, everything that was al for waging war was in short supply here.
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However, the Turks aroused a strange hatred of souvenirs from the past, and they destroyed them 
with relentless vandalism.
First they went to the temples.
We have already mentioned once that they left one for the Catholics and the Armenians, and for the 
Ruthenians three in the riverbed, of which only one survived, but they were not allowed to use the 
bells, what's more, there was nothing to ring:
“a large bell, writes a citizen of Kamieniec at that time, stands at the parish church in the cemetery, 
also Armenian and Ruthenian with crosses taken from churches.
There is a lot of evil happening to the clergy, in the church and in the market square.
The emperor allowed for a year of freedom, but new extortions are invented every day.
"Poor people cannot eat, there are many oppressions and ailments similar to those of the Jews and 
Lipki."

This letter was written on February 16, 1673, and two months later Mr. Zywert, post-magister of 
Lviv, reported that the Cossacks had taken the bells, only the one in the cathedral remained:
"There is also, he says, a guid curiosum from Kamieniec, that when they wanted to take away the 
great bell from there, which was given to Doroshenko, three carts, one after the other, prepared for 
this bell, broke down on the spot, and they had to leave it behind, seeing it as a Lodge."

But this was not the end, even more severe humiliation befell the poor Christians, the parish priest 
was beaten with sticks on the orders of the Pasha:
"Father Matthias of Faro (Father Szornnil?), who caused great scandals, was struck on the soles of 
his feet a hundred times with sticks," writes a frightened townsman; We don't understand well what 
these scandals were supposed to mean?
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In turn, the government ordered the caretakers of the remaining churches to report the amount of 
silver found in the temples.
"The Armenians paid for the search with two hundred thalers, but they themselves promised to 
provide the inventory; the Ruthenians did the same."

From the churches, let's move on to the inhabitants: the nobility and clergy left the city immediately 
after its capture, while the poorer townspeople remained.
The Turkish government's interest was to detain them, but since it was also harassing them, the 
famous often fled secretly.

For the escape of a merchant who had agreed to trade, his neighbors were held responsible; they 
were imprisoned, and their freedom could only be purchased with a relatively large sum of money.

Then, a certain townsman found "silver worth several hundred grzywnas." It belonged to one of the 
churches. Since all the treasures of the local temples were to be deposited with the Turkish 
government, they confiscated them, and their temporary possessor "wanted to take it as a quaesty, 
which he later paid 200 thalers for."

These tributes (straws), for any pretense, were constantly being made obsolete.

The Turks, for example, "increased an unprecedented number of dogs in Kamieniec, lured from 
everywhere by their alms, so much so that they would scare people out into the streets.

They ordered the Christians to drive them away, but they bought themselves from this shame with 
30 thalers."

The most terrible offense, however, according to the Turkish code, was suspicion of sympathy for 
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth; Anyone who couldn't deny it was certain to die.



"The mayor of Lak, as written in 1673 from Kamieniec, was taken under guard, allegedly because 
he was writing frequent letters to Poles.
His life was in danger: he gave 88 levkas and ten marks of silver.
The Armenian mayor helped him survive with his strength. 
It was carried out by the Jews, through whom they know everything.
For God's sake! Forbid the Jews to play on the roads for a while".
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It must be admitted that the Turkish police were quite good, the espionage system was extensively 
developed and even conducted with some skill.
The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth had its spies, but the Turks were superior in this respect.
The Ottomans, for example, were far more aware of what was happening in Poland than we were of 
their activities.

Admittedly, the Lipkas (Bykowski, Adamowicz) and Jews helped the invaders:
"What is happening here in Poland (writes the Sieradz voivode), and how many troops we had here a
year ago and what we have now? The Turks know everything, what the Jews are reporting from 
Poland."

And in another place, before the Battle of Khotyn, Burkułab of Czerniechów reported to the hetman:
"If you wish to attack the Turkish army, then you must do so cautiously and powerfully, because the 
army there is strong, and what's more, spies appear in the Polish army every day, especially 
Armenians and Jews, and other people from Kamieniec who have become dissatisfied, through 
whom the Turks will know the time of the Polish army's departure."

After the Lipkas and the Israelites come the renegade Poles, perhaps the most harmful, because they 
are best informed about the current state of affairs.
Two in particular have earned the mark of infamy among posterity: Potuszyński, a nobleman, a 
"poturmak," as he was called in contemporary correspondence. He was a clever man. It's just a 
shame he used his skills for evil, because at the most difficult moment for the country, he appeared 
in Poland and proposed that they take advantage of Turkey's weakness and retake Kamieniec (in 
March 1673).
It was perhaps a trap prepared by the Ottomans themselves, but His Excellency, Mr. Silnicki, who 
had obtained the bird, knew how to recognize a dyed fox, detained the young master, and handed 
him over to the starost of Lvov.
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An inquiry ensued, and it turned out that Potuszyński "had been to Poland several times, in Krakow 
and Kamieniec, before the arrival of the Turkish troops, and then he was seen in the Turkish army 
wearing a turban, and he was very angry with the Christians, and Her Majesty wanted Mrs. 
Boguszowa as his wife."
We don't know what happened to Potuszyński afterward; however, it is fair to assume that he didn't 
get away with these pranks.

The second Poturmak was Darowski, once a translator at our legation in Tsargrad, who later "sold 
himself" to the Turks.
He informed the padishah "about the great shortage of bread in Poland, which caused us to 
procrastinate, about the number of all troops, although the Commonwealth dealt with this in secret; 
about the coujunctio of Christians," etc.
This Darowski is mentioned several times in the correspondence as a very malicious pest privy to 
our affairs.

It is easy to understand that under such circumstances, things must not have been pleasant for the 
Christian inhabitants of Kamieniec:
The Armenians were still skillfully concealing their sympathies for Poland, at least initially, and 
were therefore not considered dangerous.



The Ruthenians constituted the lower classes, so it was not believed they could cause harm, 
especially since Doroshenko had told the Turks a great deal about the tribal hatred between the two 
nations.

So, too, Władyka Szumlański, an Eastern Rite bishop, visited Kamieniec, even receiving a certain 
amount of honor from the Pasha. He carried letters to the ataman "from someone in which, as if they
were letters of conjunctio of Christian lords, the inclination of the Khan himself was expressed."

Then, he had requests from the ataman, as if he were a friend of the Turks, everywhere, seeing 
everything, because the interests of Poland, which he loved, demanded this of him.
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As for the Poles remaining in Kamieniec, Halil Pasha didn't believe them at all, but he tolerated 
them for a while. However, he used his first skill to get rid of the townspeople he hated:
In early October, dozens of houses in the city were burned down: "The Poles set them on fire!" 
shouted the Turkish authorities, so several hundred of them were immediately sent to Chocim to live
"and two priests with them."
Khotyn, too, was not in the favor of the Turkish authorities, as they occupied the city in January of 
that same year: "the beautiful, painted church, with its daily worship fund, was taken from the 
Vlachs and 200 janissaries were imprisoned.
The Hospodar occupied his meager residence in Khotyn, and so that he could depart for Jassy, he 
had to give 3,000 thalers to the governor of Kamieniec."

We see, therefore, that the Vlachs also received favors from the powerful ruler of Podolia.
However, the scale by which the poor townspeople measured their future hopes was the Turkish 
authorities' treatment of the Lvov hostages held in Kamieniec.
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We know that after capturing the fortress, Lvov, besieged by Halil Pasha and the Tatars, redeemed 
itself from the enemy:

The inhabitants pledged to pay the victors 80,000 thalers. Since the ruined city lacked that much, 
they only deposited 20,000 in cash, promising to deliver the rest a little later.

However, until the debt was settled, they gave eight hostages (two priests, two Armenians, two 
Poles, and two Jews), held in Kamieniec.

In mid-December 1672, it was written about them: "If the money is not forthcoming, the gentlemen 
and citizens of Russia will soon have guests," and it was their responsibility to ransom these poor 
people, as they possess vast estates and the townspeople possess nothing. 
A few days later, a new letter to Lvov: "The pledgees remaining in Kamieniec write that if the 
money is not returned to the Turks within a month, they have already shown them the sticks and 
chains with which they will be treated.
They pray to God that the Republic of Poland will help them in this ransom, for they would be 
finished and would have to suffer a shameful supplication.

In January (31, 1673), Halil Pasha finally arrives for permanent residence in the captured city. I 
order the hostages to be summoned immediately.

The poor were led out to the square, surrounded by janissaries and a crowd of people, and 
immediately their names and surnames were entered into the register. "Then the commandant 
deigned to ask if they receive a commission from the treasurer?" They said "that it was weak when 
they only had three eyes of meat, seven cakes, three candles a day, and all the time they received 
three cartloads of wood.
At this point, they were ordered to give them inns cum precotione, so that they would stay with 
better caution."



The Turks' lenient behavior lasted only a few months, because already in May, reports from 
Kamieniec: "they began to treat our poor fellows harshly and no longer allow them light."

And a few days later: "the Lvov pledgees now remain in strictissimo carcere, sitting in one narrow 
chamber, into which light enters only through a small opening." In June, Catholics were forbidden to
see priests; only Russian and Armenian clergy had access to them.
139
Later, however, as war began to inevitably ensue, the Turkish authorities softened and softened: 
"they are not treating the hostages as harshly as before: they are still terrified of each other in 
Kamieniec."

Only in mid-1674, after serving a two-year prison sentence, were these poor souls released.

Now, let's talk about the Turkish government.

The commander-in-chief of the fortress was the commander, de facto ruler of the entire Podolia 
Voivodeship, the Trans-Dnieper Ukraine, and Wallachia, the absolute master of life and death over 
the inhabitants remaining in his pasha.

We already know that Muhammad IV appointed Halil Pasha to this office.
He was an outstanding figure in every respect: he loved the craft of war above all else, distinguished
himself at the siege of Kamieniec and in the subsequent expedition to Lvov, demonstrating both 
courage and foresight, for which he was rewarded with command, and wishing to strengthen his 
position.
He traveled to Istanbul, demonstrated the importance of his position, proved that he alone could 
adequately fulfill his duties, as he was well acquainted with the locality. And having received from 
the padishah everything he demanded, namely unlimited power, he finally entered Kamieniec in 
January 1673.

The Christians disliked him, and he earned the nickname "evil and inhuman governor" among them. 
He was a man not without refinement, beyond which the barbarity of the East was viewed.
For example, he questioned the hostages of Lvov about the wrongs done to them, improved their 
fate as much as possible, and yet, outside the city walls, he supported the robberies of the Lipkas and
paid handsomely for the heads of Poles and Russians.
He loved opulence, surrounded himself with a manor house, and lived in the old bishop's palace, 
where today stands the new building of the nobility's councils. His servants consisted of foreigners, 
his valets were all Germans, who also often fled to Poland.
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Armenians served as the expensive men, the French performed engineering works under his 
supervision, and he watched over them diligently, as if sensing that after each pogrom, the Turks 
would find a safe haven there.

As a Turkish patriot, he eradicated elements hostile to Ottomanism, without considering the means. 
On the other hand, he understood only too well that Kamieniec, having become famous for its trade, 
could be a major market for Turkish products. 
He supported agriculture and encouraged the peasants to return, provided they recognized the new 
government, the new order.
Perhaps agriculture would even have flourished, because in April 1673, "the peasants began to flock 
to the villages around Kamieniec, but without cattle," for they feared the Lipka marauders, and 
rightly so.
 - This is why, throughout the entire Turkish partition, the famously fertile Podolia soil was 
overgrown with weeds. 
Only a strip of land between Kamieniec and Żwaniec was sown with corn, while elsewhere a sad 
desert covered in enormous storms stood tall!



For such services, at the very beginning of his term, Halil Pasha received the highest position: in 
vim reward, a declaration was sent to Kamieniec (writes Mr. Żywert) that there should be a primus 
over all pashas and something more than a pasha, but still left at Kamieniec."
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Although two months later (in June 1673), Hussein Pasha was supposed to take his position, he 
failed; he remained in the camp near Khotyn until the end in a modest role as commander, a role he 
later performed so poorly.

Halil Pasha kept a close eye on Doroshenko and distrusted him. 
The Cossack ataman's envoys constantly ran to Kamyanets to entice the crowd, saying that "they 
were coming to Ukraine to collect church bells on the occasion of the church bells. 
In reality, however, they were seeking reinforcements against Moscow, which was pushing the 
Cossacks out of the Ukraine on the Dnieper River. 
Reinforcements arrived, but somehow they were not successful.
The ataman surrendered to the tsar, and then the Sarmatian princes were established as a 
replacement for the hetmanship, so if not Halil Pasha's idea, then his favorite child.
He also kept an eye on the Moldavian-Wallachian voivodes; he knew about their relations with the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, suspected treachery, and once almost brought both of them to 
Kamieniec. 
Later, he advised the dynasty to summon them to Tsargrad and imprison them there.

The matter was delayed, and the discovery of these gentlemen near Khotyn more than justified his 
caution. 
 - "From what we've said above, everyone will agree that Halil Pasha belonged to the government of 
our most dangerous enemies, and, unfortunately for us, he ruled this country for a dozen or so 
years."

We're not certain, but we think he died here around 1690.
He withstood the siege of Jakub Sobieski, judged Jurek Khmelnicki in the town hall, built a Turkish 
bridge, and adorned his beloved Dominican church with a beautiful pulpit.

After the Battle of Okocim, he switched from a policy of conquest to a policy of conservatism. He 
was willing to renounce all of Podolia to keep Kamieniec, and he achieved his goal. 
The Turkish government followed his example for 27 years.
Halil Pasha's successors did not distinguish themselves in any way; the city fell further and further 
into ruins under their rule, and only ruins fell into Polish hands!
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But let's get back to the point.
The main goal of all the efforts of the aforementioned ruler was the Turkification of Podolia, and the
first two years of the partition were very favorable to this.
In the entire voivodeship, only the Chornokoziniec settlement held out resolutely; the garrison 
within it refused to surrender. 
However, Chornokoziniec settlements could not raise the fallen spirits of the remaining inhabitants. 
This resistance was a beautiful folly, but folly nonetheless; it was a satisfaction of military honor, 
nothing more.

Turkish garrisons and Muslim families from Tsargrad served in the Turkification of the country, and 
both were known collectively as praesidia.
Such praesidia were located in Sieniawa, Brahiłów, Jazłowiec, Mogilev, Uman, and Raszków.
The latter town, situated on the Dniester, was the main crossing point for the Belgorod Tatars. 
They later settled there, forcing the townspeople to leave the city because the new arrivals were 
stealing their women. 
The women of Raszków were famous for their beauty.



We must mention one more detail that characterizes the new possessors and demonstrates how little 
they believed in lasting rule over the conquered province: they built no mosques anywhere, and even
when expelling the clergy from churches, they did not convert them into Muslim temples.

 - Kamieniec and Miądzyboż were the only exceptions:
"The Pasha who remains in Jazłowiec," says one of the correspondents, "wrote to the Pasha of 
Kamieniec, asking for permission to establish a mosque in Jazłowiec from the Dominican church. 
What did the Pasha of Kamieniec write to the vizier, and the latter to the emperor himself, asking if 
he would allow a mosque to be established in Jazłowiec and Miedzyboż? - which the emperor did 
not allow, saying that these cities might be in Polish hands and it would be a shame to proclaim what
is not established."
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It must be admitted, however, that the new colonists, especially the Turkish families, did not take 
much of a liking to Podolia, and even the army itself was not without desertions:
"Turks are fleeing Kamieniec (writes the townsman Iwonicki in mid-February 1673), others are 
dying from the severe frost almost daily, especially among the guards, who are only present in the 
castle, and the city gates are empty."

And in another place, in April of that same year, we read: "In Kamieniec, the number of Turks left at
the praesidium was estimated at 14,000; now, it's hard to believe that there could be 10,000: the 
different air has so thoroughly eradicated them over that time, killing a dozen or more every day.
Many of them have decreased, and because of this, when impatients flee out of time, after 3 at night,
descending from high cliffs with considerable courage. And even if the guards on the ramparts and 
gates could prevent them, they must dissimulate this when the fleeing ones remain silent, indicant, 
and ultimately threaten them with suffocation or being thrown from a cliff."

So it was not a happy time for the uninvited guests, resting on their laurels; The heavy air, due to the
city's poor maintenance, caused diarrhea, which was a serious problem at the time. 
Cold weather was also severe, and as if to spite the invaders, the winters of 1672 and 1673 were 
particularly intense, lasting a long time, and hunger was rife:
"In Kamieniec, a morsel of grain cost nine leva, and a bundle of wood cost a couple of leva," writes 
a contemporary townsman. Especially when, expecting war, troops began to be brought in - "a 
hundred people in a single cottage" had to be squeezed in.
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So far, we have spoken about one half of the immigrant community - the Turks. Now, to complete 
the matter, we begin describing the Lipkas.
They rightly deserve a place in this story, as they made their mark on both the Podolia region and the
neighboring Polish provinces.

The Lipkas originated from the Tartars of Białogrod, a cadre that was later filled by the Cheremissas
or Chemeryss.
Vlachs, Ruthenians, and Poles, though already renegades, swelled their ranks. Finally, the Tatars 
settled by Vytautas on the Waka River, so much so that they earned this surname.

Mr. Bartoszewicz describes the Lipkas as follows:
"They constituted a kind of transition between the Mongols and other tribes in their facial features.
In their dress and speech, you wouldn't even recognize them as Tartars, for they carried themselves 
in Polish style."
This band of robbers, composed of diverse elements, was at their most prolific during the Turkish 
partition.

In truth, this name didn't originate much earlier in our country, as they first appear almost on the eve 
of the siege of Kamieniec by Muhammad IV. 



Chronicles of the time record that the Lipkas invaded Uście Smotryczańskie from across the 
Dniester and began plundering the area. As a result, part of the Kamieniec garrison was sent to 
subdue them; however, they are frequently and frequently mentioned over the next quarter-century.

The official mention, as it were, and the first mention of the Lipkas, appears in the Buczacz treaty 
(October 17, 1672):
"The Tatars, who had previously settled in Poland, the Semiates, or Lipkas, and who, having left 
Poland, submitted to the rule of the Most Serene Porte, and left their wives there, may go to their 
wives, children, and movable property without any obstacle.
Others, who have remained in the Polish state until now, are free to leave or remain with their wives,
children, and movable property."
145
We are therefore talking here only about Lithuanian Tatars, or perhaps even those settled near 
Ostroh, as the Cheremissa colonies near Bar, known as Chemeryssians, naturally became part of the 
Podolia Pashal, as Tatar settlements in Międzyboże and near Niemirów in the Bracław Voivodeship 
also date from that period.
However, the main seat of the Lipkas during the Turkish partition was the suburbs of Kamieniec, 
scattered along the steep banks of the Smotrych River: Karvassary and Tatarzyska.

It must be admitted that our predecessors acted strangely impolitically during the Turkish war, using 
Lithuanian Tatars in the battle line. 
Their units, constituting separate units, defected to the latter upon first encountering the One-
Vertices settled in Crimea – and no wonder!
They were united by religion, legends, customs, and kinship. Finally, a premonition of the war's 
disastrous end encouraged them to betrayal; everyone except the blinded nobility knew which side 
would lose.

Indeed, ten years before the fall of Kamieniec, farsighted men voted to reduce the Tatar forces: 
"His Majesty the King and the Senate (Jerlicz writes in 1663) considered this, so that there would be
no more than four Tatar banners in the army, that pay would be given for one horse, and that no 
Polish or Ruthenian servants would serve them, only Tatars would serve Tatars."
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But the project did not come to fruition. 
The Tatars not only remained in the Commonwealth's troops, but also constituted a major part of the 
armed forces of the dignitaries. 
Lanckoroński, the Podolia chamberlain, also had quite a few of them at his side in Jagielnica. 
He slaughtered quite a few of them, so he was forced to die to save his life, thus casting a shadow 
over the dignitaries of Kamieniec, who were handing the city over to the Ottomans. 

But the Turks, at least at first, did not satisfy the Lithuanian emigrants:
"The Lithuanian Lipka Tatars (Lupkas) call out to their elders: 'Crucifiga'. They were deceived and 
driven out of Poland, writes an unknown resident of Kamieniec in April 1673.
However, Poland, which severely punished traitors, had no reason to return. 
Instead, they had to turn their crimes into a craft; this was the only condition that guaranteed them a 
living.
Success, both in the first place, aroused a desire to imitate them, and soon this band of robbers 
divided into units led by skillful, cunning men, well acquainted with the locality. 
Among them were Abrahamowicz, who was active in Podolia in 1673, Kryczyński at the same time,
Krzeczkowski until 1675, Morawski, Tworowski, Bykowski from near Ostrog, Tarasowski, and 
many, many others.

However, if, on the one hand, such plunder, sanctioned by the new owners of Kamieniec, escaped 
with impunity for the Lipkas, on the other hand, they again had terrible enemies in several servants 
of the Republic, guarding citizens' property, whom they feared like the plague.



Prince Wiśniowiecki, Voivode of Bracław, Marcin Bogusz, regimentmaster, Stanisław Maj Silnicki 
and Złotnicki, captains of the banner, had served their country well, voluntarily fighting in these new
borderlands against a cunning and skillful enemy. 
They troubled the Lipkas so much that almost the main goal of these bandits' initial raids was to 
capture at least one of the knights.

In letters from Kamieniec written at that time, we constantly encounter warnings such as:
"Lipka Tatars with Turks on the border." Between Jagielnica and Jazłowiec, they raid the nobility's 
courts.
They lie in wait for the Voivode of Bracław and for Silnicki.

The principle of Ottoman policy was to corrupt the country.
Everything independent fled immediately after the capture of Podolia, but remnants remained, 
passive but always standing stubbornly by the heart of their fathers. 
Therefore, the new conquerors took advantage of the Lipkas' thuggish nature, providing them with a 
small reward for every Polish or Ruthenian head who was not corrupted.
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Already immediately after the capture of Kamieniec, in October 1672, we encounter mention of this 
in letters from Russian landowners, somewhat removed from the scene of events:
"They state here with certainty that the Turkish Emperor and the Vizier subordinate the Tatars and 
Cossacks to exterminate and suppress the nobility, as well as peasants and Cossacks who do not side
with Doroshenko.

They offer a red zloty (3,5 grams pure gold coin) for a nobleman's head, a Levka for a peasant or 
Cossack head."

Some doubts emerge in this proclamation as to whether the padishah could be such a barbarian, but 
later accounts confirm this sad truth.
Here's one:
"Halil Pasha gives red gold for a Polish head, from which the Cheremyssians are attacking, and after
attacking a place where they behead people, and bringing back a Polish head with a saber, they take 
the red gold, and Pasha orders them impaled in the market square and streets (of Kamieniec)."

The Lipkas' main work, then, at first, was delivering Polish heads to the Turkish government. Later, 
when these heads became increasingly difficult to obtain, robbery and fire usually prevailed.

We will briefly tell the story of these robberies, adding that during the first two years of the partition,
they were repeated constantly, bore the appearance of partisan activity, were marked by a political 
stigma, and then descended into the most common robbery, repeated with less force and at longer 
intervals.
The most beloved part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the most vulnerable to murder, was 
its new border around Jagielnica and Jazłowiec, so much so that the nobility called it the Tatar 
window.

The Lithuanian Tatar Kryczyński, who slipped into Poland through this window, achieved the 
greatest, albeit sad, notoriety, as mentioned above.
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The Lipkas, encouraged by the impunity of their crimes, began to make expeditions to Lvov.
During one such expedition in 1673, they were surprised by Silnicki and Złotnicki's banners and 
completely ravaged. Not a single captured person was spared their life – it was bloody retaliation, 
perhaps too harsh, but just. 
Around the same time (in September), Crown Standard-Bearer Sieniawski pursued them in Podolia. 



He first besieged Międzyboż and slaughtered the besieged after taking the town by assault (October 
27th). 
From there, he advanced to Bar, taking advantage of Kryczyński's death, but news of King Michael's
death forced him to suspend his expedition.

The Lipkas, subdued in two of their strongholds, were more boldly attacking Poland from their third 
stronghold.
Thus, at the beginning of November, 
"they left Kamieniec and, reaching as far as Zbaraż, took a large number of cattle and drove them to 
Kamieniec, also causing great damage to the people."

And such was the fear of the Poles that the poor queen, having left for her husband, who was 
seriously ill in Lvov, had to return from beyond Lublin (from the Rawski highway), because she had
been warned everywhere that 10,000 Tatars were plundering the country. 
This, as it later turned out, was a false alarm, launched by several hundred Lipkas.

However, increasingly frequent attacks on the provinces of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
bordering Podolia began to cause a great deal of distress. 
The Voivode of Bracław, Prince Konstanty Wiśniowiecki, took up this task during the interregnum. 
Others fled the threatened cause; he alone hovered over the Lipkas of Kamieniec like a vulture. 
The latter, scattered after the Battle of Khotyn, gathered again around Hussein Pasha, saved him 
from captivity, and escorted the unfortunate hero to Tsargrad.
From there, they again arrived in Podolia under the command of Osman Pasha, who by mid-
December 1673 was already at the city walls with 10 Tatar banners and 7 Cheremissas.
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The Voivode of Bracław and the Castellan of Podlasie (St. Lusatian) set out against the latter.
They realized that to make the Lipka raids less frequent, they had to suppress them in their nest.

As a result, they crossed the Dniester near Horodko (December 12, 1673) and stopped in 
Nowosiołka, five miles from Kamieniec, awaiting further orders from the Hetman, and together they
wanted to gain control of the Lipkas. 
The first ones have finally arrived: Sobieski recommends "infesting Kamieniec with daily 
incursions," and in his highly practical decree places particular emphasis on the elimination of the 
Lipkas, considering it cardinal in this matter:
"The Kamieniec caravansaries in front of the Russian gate, His Royal Majesty, recommend to the 
General of Podolia as a matter of the utmost urgency that he think about them, because the Lipkas 
hear the Tatars have settled safely there.
Even if you could give Your Lordship more banners for this event, and from the Tatar villages 
(today's Tatars, almost connected to the Karavassers), having taken a good guide, Your Lordship can 
safely conduct this action, the elimination of these rascals, because the Turks will probably not come
out of Kamieniec at night to help and therefore will not open the gates.
For there are examples that this The bandits in our Kamieniec possessions always did this by 
destroying these Karavassers at night, and they got away with it."

The expedition was successful, almost 2,000 Lipkas fell, and from then on they remained quiet, 
engaging in plunder, but on a small scale...
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And there was no one to outdo:
Kryczyński died, Hanenko, the warlord and most harmful spy of Bykowski, hanged him in 
Międzyboże, where he had come to aid Sieniawski.
The latter again subdued the Chemeryshes of Bar, so other commanders, like Morawski and 
Tworoski, lost the desire to take the field.



Tarasowski did not receive Husiatyn – hence the malcontent – and Krzeczkowski, a lesser thug, 
began sending petitions to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, praying for forgiveness and 
permission to return to Lithuania, which he received in 1676, along with other Lipkas.
 
"Here again," writes Mr. Bartoszewicz, "the foresight of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
comes to light.
The era of Cossack rebellions completely disrupted order in Ruthenia, followed by Turkish 
interference in Poland's internal affairs and terrible wars, which resulted in the loss of Ukraine and 
Podolia, and finally in the shameful Peace of Buczacz.

When Kamieniec fell before the moon, this defeat of all Christendom terrified Europe. Many 
apostates were found among the Polish Tatars, namely among the Lipkas.
Openly defecting to the Turkish side, they stormed out of Kamieniec, murdering and plundering 
throughout Red Ruthenia, Podolia, and Volhynia, seizing starosties for themselves, playing citizens 
and Turkish nobility.

The most difficult years for Poland were 1672-1674.
The Turks threatened it with captivity, the Lipkas with murder.
And yet The amnesty covered up these deviations, probably because it was a temporary 
forgetfulness, and because the Lipka Tatars, being closer to Tsargrad and more savage than their 
brethren settled in Lithuania, always sought employment in political unrest. "
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However, only a smaller percentage took advantage of the amnesty. The rest did not abandon their 
brigandage, but, stifled in the main outposts (Karwassery, Międzyboż, Bar), they never reached their
original significance.

These are now simple brigands, whose prototype is Swieczarczyk Murza, famous during the reign of
Jan III; this is how Otwinowski paints this figure of sad memory. 
"Among them was one Murza from Lvov, called Swieczarczyk. 
His mother sold candles in her basement in Lviv, and for many years he carried out unspeakable 
raids in the Russian lands.
These Lipkas were the most devastating in the lands near Podolia, because no one could recognize 
them either by their language or attire, since they dressed up and spoke like our Poles... 
they invaded towns most during fairs, so much so that the large Tatar hordes incursia could not have 
caused such extensive damage to the people as the Lipkas, because the large crowds of Tatars were 
known early on, and people fled from them in time to hide in towns and castles."

Towards the end of the Turkish partition, the Lipkas' craftsmanship became increasingly difficult; 
however, they survived until 1699 among the rocks of Smotrycz, and they cried when they parted 
ways with Podolia.

The Porte assigned them the mouth of the Danube – Dobruchia - as a settlement; Poland was far 
away.
The Budjak Tatars were also expelled to Crimea by the Ottoman government, but there were some 
volunteers for the journey, albeit a lengthy one.
In the 18th century, we encounter the Lipkas again; they are not strictly Tatars, but a mixture of 
Vlachs, Ruthenians, and Gypsies - in short, a bunch of common scoundrels: they no longer care 
about possessions, nor about prisoners, but about pennies, expensive equipment that could then be 
easily and profitably sold on Moldavian or even Turkish markets.
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Their main settlement is today's Khotyn County; and the area favoring robbery - our voivodeship - 
they don't venture any further. In the Bracław region, if robberies occur, they are committed by local
peasants, not by Lipkas.



Now we move on to the rest of the town's history.

By mid-1673, war was well underway in Podolia, and Kamieniec, as the most important strategic 
point, began to prepare for it with dignity. It was supplied with weapons, and supplies were brought 
in from Multan and Wallachia in a massive convoy.

By April 1673, Turkish garrisons had already been gathered from Sieniawa, Międzyboż, Bracław, 
Mohilow, and Jazłowiec and accommodated in Kamieniec. On August 12, Halil Pasha issued a 
universal to the inhabitants of the Podolia Voivodeship.

We quote this interesting monument of Turkish rule in our country in its entirety:
"Halil of Silistria, Pasha and Governor of the Podolia Voivodeship, to the renowned mayors, mayors,
and all the elders, both clerical and secular, of the cities and towns of Czarnokoziniec, Kiedrzyna, 
Krzywiniec, Pulcz, Kasprowicza, Jagielnica, and Jazłowiec, and the villages belonging to them, as 
faithful subjects of the Most Serene Emperor, His Majesty, my Lord, I inform you:
"Since the King of Poland has broken the pact with the Most Serene Emperor, if he himself or his 
Hetman with his army were to attack you, and if you, as faithful subjects of the Most Serene 
Emperor, wanted or thought of causing any damage or invasions, then, having received information, 
having destroyed all the castles and manors, you are to destroy the funds, the cities and villages, and 
Having burned them, they, their wives, their children, and their belongings, moved to the land of the 
Most Serene Emperor of the Wallachian state, and there they went through a just experiment with 
him. 
When the Most Serene Emperor, though in a difficult winter, moved with his troops from 
Adrianople, perhaps God allowed them to resist, to endure this enemy, and you can return to your 
cities, towns, and villages.
And lest you do otherwise in accordance with the adoption of my universal, I command it by my 
authority and power, and for the sake of better faith in this universal, I have ordered it to be signed 
with my seal".
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Done in Kamieniec Podolski, etc. And indeed, two months after the issuance of this universal, 
40,000 Turks stood at Khotyn, an equal number, with the Pasha of Priests, had risen from the 
Danube. Kamieniec numbered up to 25,000, a distinguished army, led by Halil and Murtazy Pasha, 
and on the other side of the Dniester, Pashas Husseim and Selim commanded.

A storm was approaching, and soon terror fell upon the enemy; the Khotyn pogrom was a terrible, 
complete victory.
The commander-in-chief, surrounded by a detachment of faithful Lipkas with 1,500 horse, fled to 
Kamieniec, and without waiting long, he hurried to Tsargrad.
The Pasha of Priests returned across the Danube, becoming the new Wallachian hospodar 
(Kantakouzano).
And John Sobieski, the hero of the moment, a menacing specter, at the mention of which the 
Ottoman forces fled. Intoxicated by his victory, he advanced not to Kamieniec but beyond the Prut, 
wanting to overtake the fleeing enemy.

But he failed to overtake them and exhausted his army to the point of exhaustion.

He then quickly divided them into three parts:
- one he left with the former Wallachian hospodar, loyal to Poland,
- the second he stationed in Pokucie,
- the third he pushed into Podolia,
and himself hurried to Warsaw, where the crown awaited him...

For Michał Korybut, the most unfortunate of kings, ended his life as a martyr on the eve of the great 
victory at Khotyn... (November 11, 1673).



By the end of December, the Lipkas were already defeated at Karwasery, as mentioned above, and 
the army destined to retake Kamieniec was deployed as follows:
"Starting from Ukrainian Volhynia, in Łabuń and Those who followed them included a thousand 
men under the command of His Royal Majesty, Chevalier Lubomirski.
Three regiments are left in Chocim Castle.
Kamianets is so surrounded that no one can go out for wood or hay with impunity...

There are no Turks in Podolia now, only in Kamieniec and Bar."

We cite these details to demonstrate to the reader that after the Battle of Chocim, we were masters of
the situation; all the towns remained in our hands, and a vigorous blockade of the voivodeship 
capital would have done the rest, but it was carried out clumsily.
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Sobieski was sitting in Warsaw, and the soldier believed in him alone. . .
The victory at Chocim freed us from paying a shameful tribute to the Turks, and the blockade of 
Kamieniec ended with the extortion of 2,000 Lipkas settled in Karwasery. . .
The consequences of such celebrated victories are not great.

From that day on, the romantic wanderings of King Jan III began, not always undertaken in the 
name of liberating Podolia, although the recapture of Kamieniec was written in capital letters on his 
banner;

The poor fortress groaning in Turkish captivity is a screen behind which the dynastic plans of the 
Sobieski family are hidden. . .

This is how things stood until the Żurawska Agreement of 1677. 
At that time, among other peace provisions, Poland secured the return of all of Podolia (except 
Kamieniec, Bar, Niemirów, and Międzyboż) and three parts of Ukraine, the fourth being to be under 
the protection of the Porte.
These were amusing terms, accepted by both sides, though not kept.

They came to nothing, and in 1680 both powers deposed the commission to mark the borders: 
the Turks demanded too much, the Polish commissioners withdrew without achieving anything, and 
the Pasha of Kamieniec, always the same Halil, having incorporated Chortkov and Trębowla into the
Pasha, drove copper pillars there, according to Yerlicz.

Lelewel provides a detailed outline of the border between the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and
Turkey, without guaranteeing whether it was confirmed by the interested states.

Only in 1683, when John III was on his way to the relief of Vienna, Jędrzej Potocki was busy in the 
area around the Brucze River and drove the Turks out of Jagielnica and Usiatyń forever.
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With the death of John III,  Augustus II simultaneously accepted the obligation to retake Kamieniec 
and Podolia. His expedition, however, was unfortunate and not worthy of mention, although before 
its commencement he ordered a medal to be minted in honor of the Turkish victory.

Kamieniec was starving and refused to surrender. Only under the Treaty of Karlowitz, concluded on 
January 26, 1699, through the mediation of Russia, England, and the Dutch States, did the Turks 
promise to withdraw from the capital of Podolia by May 15th and return it, along with the land they 
had previously captured, to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

When news reached Kamieniec on September 21st that our forces had surrendered all the fortresses 
they had captured in Wallachia, the Turkish inhabitants of the Polish city retreated to Podzamcze and
set up camp there.



The elders and the army remained in the castle.

It should be added here that the Turks had brought the fortifications from other towns (Międzybęż, 
Szarogrod, and Bar) much earlier,
and the better fortress equipment (cannons and howitzers) was transported to Chocim in May, and 
from there deep into the Ottoman Empire.

Our troops stood a little further back with cavalry and infantry under the command of 
commissioners assigned to retake the city, led by Marcin Kątski, Voivode of Kiev.

The action took place on Monday, St. Matthew's Day.

On Tuesday (September 22, 1699), at dawn, the Polish Army began approaching the Turkish camp 
and the fortress walls.
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At that time, over 200 Lipkas emerged simultaneously through the castle gate, and a detachment of 
janissaries, who were part of the city's garrison, emerged through the Ruska Street.
Shortly afterward, a new Lipka detachment (300 men) appeared at the castle gate, belonging to the 
Turkish commander's retinue.
Behind him was Ibrahim Pasha, Hospodar of Wallachia.
And finally, the Pasha of Kamieniec himself, flanked by 12 bodyguards armed with janissary stilts.

He rode on a flimsy, tarantula-like horse, accompanied by the sounds of hoarse, feigned merriment.
With the Pasha, the last detachment of 100 men, marching in close ranks, left the city, also 
accompanied by the sounds of music.
The Lipkas were drowned in the Turkish camp overlooking the city, and the Pasha himself, with 
only a small retinue, began to approach the commissioners riding to meet him. 

The Pasha of Kamieniec began the formal greetings, "and there were several such bows, until they 
gathered close and greeted each other.
Then he invited His Lordships, the Commissioners, to the Shayvan (tent) that had been pitched, 
where, sitting down, he congratulated the Pasha on his peace, which was returned to him. After 
enjoying the jam, coffee, and sorbet, and then smelling the incense, they proceeded... to the business 
at hand."

First, an order from the Sultan himself was presented, as the law requires, instructing the 
commander to return the fortress to the Commonwealth. Then, receipts from the cleared Wallachian 
fortresses were examined. Finally, a document issued by the Polish Commissioners, certifying the 
recapture of Kamieniec, was read.
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After completing this review of the documents, the Pasha said: 
"We took Kamieniec as a knight, we held it as a knight, we give it back as a knight."

And Ibrahim Pasha said: 
"The Lord God commands us to give Kamieniec back to you."

At the same time, the Janissary Aga gave back the keys to the city gates, and His Grace, the Voivode
of Kiev, having removed a beautiful diamond ring from his finger, gave it to the Pasha of Kamieniec
for safekeeping.
In return, he also gave several prisoners and released the Armenian Stefan, his translator, from his 
services to remain in Kamieniec.
After a joint farewell, the Turks immediately set out for the Dniester, and Their Grace, the 
commissioners, ordained men to the praesidium of Kamieniec, where, having posted a guard, they 
returned to the camp.



At the farewell, the Pasha of Kamieniec warned our men to leave an inquisitor if something had not 
been placed anywhere, as they were careful in this regard. 
Our people and discovered piles of explosives in the stoves, tiles, and even in the chimneys between 
the bricks.
They left the city on September 22, 1699.

Then came the cleansing of the churches, which Bohdanowicz describes as follows: 
"His Majesty, Archbishop Dłużewski, suffragan of Chełm, as the administrator of the Kamieniec 
Bishopric, on that same day, with a dozen or so priests, gathered the remains of the church and the 
cathedral cemetery.”

There were nearly two hundred tombstones in the cemetery.

The first and most magnificent ones: the tombstones of the Pasha and the Janissaries, were 
demolished, then all the others were destroyed, and their bones were taken out of the city the next 
day. 

This work continued through Wednesday, September 23, because on the column that the Turks had 
erected from hewn stone, His Majesty, the Administrator of the statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
cum He displayed the Corona duodecim stellarum, with a moon under her feet, and the triumphant 
sign of the holy cross.
In the church, an altar made of lumber and decorated with paintings was erected pro interim.

On Thursday, the 24th, His Majesty, the Suffragan Bishop of Chełm, began the consecration of the 
cathedral church.
During the procession and the Te Deum, small arms and cannon fire was fired towards the Dniester, 
to be resumed with that victorious cry of the Cordolia of the Dassurmans, who wept and almost 
groaned with regret at having left Kamieniec, because others were born and raised, and now, as if to 
a foreign land, were leaving Kamieniec for Turek.

How solemnly our predecessors celebrated the reconquest of the city!

The dawning 18th century found those feasting in ruins…

However, it did not bring this corner its former prosperity...

Based on Józef Antoni Rolle's book 
"PODOLIAN CASTLES IN THE MULTAIAN BORDERLANDS."

WARSAW. 1880.
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