
KNIGHTLY  FAMILIES  OF   THE  ABDANK  COAT  OF  ARMS
IN THE HISTORY OF POLAND.

The Abdank coat of arms of the Black Sea line of the Awdaniecs of Buczacki, Jazłowiecki, and
Monasterski.

A variant of the coat of arms features five additional red ostrich feathers. The Buczacki
magnates, who controlled the land and sea trade routes with the East, could afford this.

The coat of arms consists of four white or silver plates in the shape of the letter W to
reinforce the shield.

Awdaniec family coat of arms (Abdank, Skuba, Habdank)

Awdaniec, later Abdank – the name of the noble coat of arms, also appears under the names: 
Abdanek, Awdancz, Abdaniec, Białkotka, Biłkotka, Czelejów, Habdaniec, Habdank, 
Haudaniec, Haudacz, Hawdaniec, Hebdank, Łąkotka, Łękawa, Łękawica, Skuba, Szczedrzyk.

A compilation of the oldest Awdaniec coat of arms reveals that the original type of coat of 
arms depicted the letter M, and only later was this symbol reversed to form the letter W.



Seal of Pakosław, Voivode of Sandomierz, from 1228

Since the earliest known example of the coat of arms in this younger form dates from 1343, it 
can be assumed that this change took place in the first half of the 14th century.

Earlier, in the 12th century, if round Norman helmets were in use, jewels were painted on 
their surface.
When pot and bucket helmets came into use in the 13th century, they began to be decorated 
with plastic jewels made of wood, leather, cardboard, or sheet metal, attached with straps or 
cords to the top of the helmet.
Such plastic jewels appeared in the West as early as the turn of the 12th and 13th centuries, 
becoming widespread during the 13th century.

In Poland, we first encounter jewels on ducal seals from the mid-14th century. 11th century, 
and later among knights, in the second half of the 11th century.
As long as the jewels were painted on the helmet, they could faithfully retain the shape they 
had on the shield.

   "  BUCZACCY".      HOME  PAG  E  OF  PORTAL     

   "  HISTORY       OF      THE      BUCZACCY      FAMILY  "    

However, since they began to be attached to helmets as plastic emblems, unless they were 
shield emblems, they often underwent changes, either being damaged or, most often, turned 
over. The issue of easier attachment of the crest to the helmet directly influenced these 
changes.
The inversion of the emblem in the Abdank had practical implications and required its 
attachment to the helmet.
The letter "W" provided two attachment points.
Until the 13th century, a helmet that completely covered the knight's face was unknown.
After its introduction, there was a need to distinguish opponents during tournaments or on the 
battlefield.
This hypothesis is confirmed by heraldists, who, from the 15th century on, describe it as an 
inverted letter "M."
The Awdaniec coat of arms, M, was reversed in the crest because it was easier to attach both 
rafters to the helmet in this position.
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The time of the change in the coat of arms' position corresponds precisely to the time when 
jewels became popular among our knights (the turn of the 12th and 14th centuries).
The beginning of the Awdaniec coat of arms must be dated to the second half of the 12th 
century at the latest, as it was during this period that the family trunk was divided into 
individual district branches.

The Abdank coat of arms. Computer graphics from the 21st century.

This fact is of paramount importance for Polish heraldry, as it demonstrates that the Awdaniec
coat of arms is, in the truest sense of the word, a family coat of arms, having been established 
so long ago and surviving, without changing its basic shape (the change in position is 
irrelevant here), into later times.
If the adoption of the coat of arms had occurred later, when the family had already been 
divided, each branch would likely have adopted a different symbol.

There are many more examples of such early establishment of coats of arms among our 
ancient nobility. Since the first known seal of the Awdaniec family, in the shape of the letter 
M, used as early as the early 13th century by several members of the family, shows signs of 
heredity dating back to the 12th century, when considering the question of what name might 
be hidden within this initial, we will not be mistaken if we point to the name "Michał," the 
name of the founder of the family foundation in Lubiń, the most famous and distinguished 
figure in the Awdaniec family.
This name, reverently remembered in the prayers of the grateful monks of Lubiń, also passed 
into the family tradition, which found an echo in later Polish heraldry, which names Michał of
Góra as the first historical progenitor of the family.

Thus, the origins of the Awdaniec family coat of arms must be traced back even further, to the
early 12th century, and it can be assumed that it was first used by Michał of Góra himself, 
after whom it passed down to his descendants and the entire family. 
At the same time, it should be emphasized that this is the oldest known hereditary family coat 
of arms in Poland, and also one of the oldest in European heraldry.



The national flag of Denmark (a white cross on a red background). Below are the coats of
arms of Danish nobles, including one very similar to the coat of arms of the Polish

Awdaniecs, particularly their Black Sea branch of the Buczacki family, due to its five red
ostrich feathers.

The longing for the seaside island of Bornholm led the Buczacki Awdaniecs to colonize the
Black Sea coast.

The longing for the seaside of Bornholm drove the Buczackis to colonize the Black Sea coast.
Let us now consider the essence and inner meaning of the original Awdaniec family coat of 
arms.
Its simple shapes and lettering indicate that it was originally intended as a property mark, 
used to mark the boundaries of territory (on stones, posts, and tree trunks) and objects, 
including shields and weapons.

The Abdank coat of arms. The shield features a variant of the reinforcement structure,
consisting of four metal sheets in the shape of the letter W.



The Łękawica, as a heraldic symbol, occurs in a very limited area of Europe, the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Outside of the aforementioned area, the Łękawica appears in a few German and Baltic coats 
of arms, as a result of the wife's coat of arms being brought into her husband's household, as 
was the case when the daughter of Michał Awdaniec of Buczacz married Piotr Gasztold of 
Lithuania in 1336.
For this reason, it can be assumed that, unlike other heraldic symbols, the Łękawica is an 
exclusively Polish symbol.

Awdaniec is a Polonized version of the Scandinavian name Audun, meaning prosperity or 
treasure.
This name appears in Scandinavian mythology as early as 200 AD, reaching its peak 
popularity around 1000 AD.
In present-day Norway, this name is still used. The family is of Scandinavian origin, likely 
descended from a Viking from Jomsborg named Audun.
In Old Norse, the word aud-auda-audu means happiness, wealth, treasure.
Hence, the frequent names Skarbek and Skarbimir appear in the Awdaniec family.
The coat of arms itself was initially called Skuba or Skubów.
The name of coat of arms "Abdank" did not appear until the end of the 12th century.

Although the Norman families quickly assimilated in Poland, the complete silence about their
origins by the first Polish chroniclers – an unknown author called Gallus Anonymus and 
Master Wincenty called Kadłubek – may be surprising.
In the case of Gallus Anonymus, the explanation may be that he was a clergyman working in 
the prince's chancellery headed by Michał of the Awdaniec family.
Wincenty Kadłubek, in turn, belonged to the Łabędź  coat of arms family, the family of Piotr 
Dunin.
Therefore, both chroniclers were not interested in exposing the Norman roots of these 
families and their political partners.
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The Historical Role of the Awdaniec Family.

The Awdaniec family can only be traced from the late 11th and early 12th centuries.
It is therefore one of the oldest knightly families, about which, admittedly, extremely sparse 
historical sources have survived.
Speaking of the historical role of knighthood in this era is extremely difficult because in 
Gallus's chronicle, which is almost the only source for understanding the internal history of 
Poland at that time, the social factor remains in a heavy shadow, compared to the prince, the 
real subject of panegyric glorification that comes to the forefront of the narrative, so that its 
historical role is only faintly echoed in the chronicle.

And yet, there is no doubt that in the dynastic upheavals so frequently traced in the early 
history of the Piast dynasty, a prominent role must have been played by two leading social 
classes, i.e., the nobility. knighthood, especially its more powerful families and the clergy 
related to it by origin and common interests.



The role of the social factor must have weighed even more heavily on the scales of history in 
moments when the charm was fading and the power of the princely power was wavering, as 
occurred, for example, after the disaster of Mieszko II.
The figure of Masław is only a tenuous reflection in the sources of the actual role of the 
knights in the events of that time.
This historical role of the social factor becomes more evident in the second internal conflict, 
which shook the foundations of the young state to the core, leading to the tragic death of the 
bishop and the no less tragic end of the great king.
There can be no doubt that Stanisław was supported and active by the entire camp of the 
Bountiful's opponents, an entire faction of which the bishop was only the most prominent 
representative. Bolesław's fall signifies the triumph of this faction and the defeat of the camp 
that had gathered around the exiled king.

Under Herman, thanks to this ruler's very weak individuality, the historical role of knighthood
becomes very clear—even in Gallus's writings.
Two camps, which were only foreshadowed in the times of the Bountiful, are quite prominent.
At the helm, of course, is the party that overthrew the king and the kingdom; its head is the 
all-powerful Sieciech, who holds the highest secular office in the state, palatine and voivode.
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We know him not only personally but also by his family, as the senior of the powerful Starz-
Toporczyk family.
Together with his devoted "queen," Judith, Sieciech kept the involuntary prince under his 
tutelage.
In terms of foreign policy, Herman's, or rather Sieciech's, rule was a negation of the 
Generous's aspirations. It meant renouncing independence from the Empire and Bohemia, 
reaching an agreement and understanding with the latter and its two western neighbors, and 
thus breaking with Hungary.
Sieciech's influence and power undoubtedly rested on his loyal following, which must have 
been particularly strong in Lesser Poland and Masovia,
where the main estates of the Toporczyk family were located, the Tęczyno settlement, and 
Sieciechów, then situated on the Masovian bank of the Vistula.
Sieciech filled uncertain lands and castles with his confidants, relatives, and friends,
as Gallus clearly mentions.

The opposition, i.e. The former faction under the banner of the Generous, centered around 
Magnus, Count of Wrocław, whose family I cannot identify. The main center of this anti-
government and anti-Sieciech movement was in Silesia and Kujawy.
From Gallus's chronicle, we can infer, at least in Silesia, that the powerful knightly families 
constituted the faction opposing Sieciech, while the "popuius," i.e., probably lower knights, 
who knows, perhaps deliberately settled by the powerful palatine, who, as we know, 
"ignobiles nobilibus preponebat," was among his supporters.
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Tracing the families that grouped together in these two factions is extremely difficult due to 
the brevity of our sources. If the arrangement of the parties which I have given here actually 
dates back to the time of the Generous, and if the Kraków drama took place against the 
background of their rivalry, then Sieciech's camp should be included, along with 
Wojciechowski, the family of Bishop Stanisław, i.e. the Turzynites, who preserved the 
tradition of descent from the progeny of St. Stanislaus until late.



If tradition is to be trusted, the opposite camp, later the Magnus camp, would include the 
Jastrzębcy and Strzemieńcy (Ławszowice) families, whose families were said to have been 
active in the murder of St. Stanislaus.
However, based on contemporary source evidence, we can certainly include the Powała 
family in Sieciech's camp, whose most prominent representative, Count Wojsław, was related 
to Sieciech.
We know that Wojsław was a nutritor during Sieciech's reign, i.e., a minister. "nurse" of 
young Bolesław, and there can be no doubt that such an important position as tutor and 
protector of the future ruler was entrusted by Herman's all-powerful majordomus to his most 
trusted person. This is precisely why the people of Wrocław, devoted to the cause of the king's
sons, who sought emancipation from Sieciech's influence, forbade Wojsław entry "qui 
suspectus proditionis ob Zethei consanguinitatem est habitus."

The course of events is known, which I will not elaborate on here. Gallus does not conceal 
Sieciech's intentions.
He clearly states that he conspired against the entire Piast dynasty and, above all, against the 
life of Bolesław, as heir to the throne.
The opposition, seeking to overthrow Sieciech, advanced against him Zbigniew, who was 
rescued from the monastery. However, despite the help of the Kruszwica family, who 
provided him with seven regiments, he was defeated and imprisoned in Sieciechów, from 
where he was only freed thanks to the bishops.
138
Then, both brothers, once again supported by the Silesians, joined forces to fight against 
Sieciech and his father, who had been completely dominated by him. The result was the 
ultimate overthrow of the powerful magnate and his exile from the country (around 1100).
Sieciech's fall was, of course, a defeat for his entire party, and it must also be assumed that it 
resulted in a change in all leadership positions, which the victorious ducal sons now filled 
with their supporters from the camp hostile to Sieciech.
One of the first to resign was undoubtedly Wojsław, who also disappeared from the historical 
stage for a long time.
Who took his place?

We have information from Cosmas that when Borzywój of Bohemia invaded Poland in 1103, 
Bolesław III Wrymouth sent "his pedagogue Skarbimir" to him with a ransom.
He was therefore, after Wojsław, pedagogue, or guardian, of Bolesław Skarbirnir from the 
Awdaniec dynasty, which I understand to mean that he assumed this office immediately after 
Wojsław's fall, while Herman was still alive, not after his death. This is an important detail for
understanding the role of the Awdaniecs  in the events of that time. Since Skarbimir joined 
Bolesław as a confidant in Wojsław's place, it means that the Awdaniec family was in the anti-
Sieciechowski camp. If we go back even further, we could assume that they also belonged to 
the Generous party and adherents of his independence program.
Perhaps the close cooperation between Bolesław the Generous and Michał, the progenitor of 
the Awdaniecs, in founding the Lubin Abbey, as demonstrated at the beginning of this work, 
would support this conclusion.

This much can be drawn retroactively from Skarbimir's "pedagogy."
But let's go further and trace the historical role of the Awdaniecs under Bolesław III 
Wrymouth.
It is already very clear and distinct.



Almost from the very day he took power, Krzywousty was at odds with Zbigniew, who 
sought to dispossess his younger brother of his paternal inheritance.
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It must be assumed that Zbigniew, seeking support in Poland among local elements, found it 
among malcotes from the oppressed Sieciech camp.
Whether Sieciech himself was already back in Poland at that time cannot be determined from 
Gallus's vague words, but we know of another person who was formerly a staunch supporter 
of Sieciech and seems to be his kinsman, who now supported Zbigniew, namely Archbishop 
Marcin, who, as a church dignitary, remained in his former office and did not divide the lay 
dignitaries.
I therefore believe that since Zbigniew incited a rebellion against his brother, the former 
Sieciech faction reared its head again.

In any case, we know that the main focus of Zbigniew's rebellion was in Masovia, in the land 
of the Sieciechowiec family, where the estates of the Prawdzie family, his mother's family, 
and the Powała family, the family of Count Wojsław, who had been loyal to Sieciech, were 
densely scattered around Płock.
Zbigniew also relied on Herman's former allies, the Germans and the Czechs, while Bolesław 
III, following in the footsteps of his great uncle and namesake, in alliance with Hungary and 
Russia, took up arms against his western neighbors in the name of Bolesław's ideals.

In this fight against Zbigniew and his allies, the Awdaniec family loyally stands by Bolesław 
III's banner; one could even say that they are the main pillar of his party and thus achieve 
leading positions in the state. 
As early as 1105, Skarbimir held the highest court rank of count palatine and the highest 
military office of princeps militiae, in which capacity he fought victorious battles against the 
Pomeranians and the Czechs.

At the same time, the equally important office of chancellor fell to another Awdaniec, Michał 
(around 1112), who later ascended to the episcopal throne in Poznań.
Alongside them, old Michał, the founder of Lubiń, was one of the prince's influential advisors
until his death (1113). Among Bolesław III's supporters, we also encounter Count Magnus, 
who had previously, during Herman's lifetime, headed the anti-Sieciech party. Now, however, 
he merely maintained a vigil in Masovia (Mazoviamregebat), which was admittedly most 
threatened by Zbigniew and his Pomeranian allies. His place at the helm of the party was 
taken by the Awdańcy family, who simultaneously assumed the role of a primary political 
factor in the state, a role similar to that played, mutatis mutandis, by the Toporczyk family 
under Herman.
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A significant portion of the Awdańcy estates likely dates from this period, those chains of 
settlements that undoubtedly aimed to strengthen the linking of Polish regions into an 
indissoluble state unity.
In any case, such an idea lies within the program represented by the Awdańcy family, the 
program of the Generous, the resurrector of the royal crown, the symbol of unity.

Suddenly, disaster strikes.
Chronicle records bring us completely unexpected news.



Given what we know about the role of the Awdaniecs from Gallus' chronicle, a note from 
1117 seems downright puzzling:
Scarbimir palatinus contra ducem Boleslaum insurrexit et cecatur.
What could have been the reason for Skarbimir's rebellion?

Did his immense pride and lust for power lead him down the anti-dynastic paths previously 
followed by Masław Sieciech, or perhaps old influences prevailed in the prince's circle, and 
with the change in political direction, a faction hostile to the Awdaniecs came to the fore, all 
of which drove them to rebellion in defense of their old banner?
It is futile to speculate: Skarbimir took the secret of the catastrophe with him to his grave, just
as Bishop Stanisław did.
However, it is possible to trace the circumstances that may have been at play here and 
contributed to the estrangement of the prince's relations with the Awdaniecs, or even their 
severance.

In 1111, Bolesław III Krzywousty concluded peace with the Germans and Bohemia and 
reconciled with Zbigniew.
At that moment, domestic peace should have reigned in Poland, as the prince undoubtedly 
accepted the entire party, which had previously supported Zbigniew, into his favor.
That this did not happen, however, was the result of intrigues that "qllidam sapimtes," "little 
consiliatores," as the Gauls called them, began to sow against Zbigniew in Bolesław's 
entourage.
They managed to convince the prince that his brother's return would bring him ruin and led 
him to have Zbigniew blinded, after which the unfortunate wanderer seems to have quickly 
ended his life.
Who were these "evil advisors" of Bolesław's?
The thought strongly suggests that they were his favorites and the Awdańce accomplices, and 
primarily Count Skarbimir.
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What purpose and interest would they have in this? First, I believe that from the perspective 
of the general direction of politics, reconciliation with Zbigniew and his allies, the Emperor 
and Władysław of Bohemia, overturned the entire previous political program and was a return
to the old trend from the times of Herman and Sieciech, which the Awdaniecs and their entire 
party had fiercely opposed.

Secondly, reconciliation with Zbigniew meant, as I mentioned, the restoration to favor, if not 
rule, of the previous opposition, which could have seriously shaken the position the 
Awdaniecs had gained at court and in the state.
Therefore, these could have been the reasons why Skarbimir and his family tried at all costs 
to drive a new wedge between the brothers and persuade Bolesław to remove Zbigniew once 
and for all.
Is there another detail that points to Skarbimir as the main perpetrator of Zbigniew's 
punishment?

According to Kadłubek, his accuser before the prince's court was "quidam principi dignitate 
satrapa proximus." This description, in connection with another line known from the Polish 
Chronicle (Chronica Polonorum), that Zbigniew's accuser, having defeated him in a duel, 
received the territory of the former Teutonic Order as a reward, led me to the conclusion that
 the magnate, "closest in dignity to the prince," who worked to destroy Zbigniew, was none 
other than the palatine and voivode Skarbimir.



But what happened next?
Bolesław's eyes were opened to the crime committed against his brother, and he saw that he 
had become a tool of intrigue.
He therefore ruthlessly regretted the sin, a charge that even Gallus, a sincere admirer and 
fanatic of truth and virtue, held against him.
The prince repented, went on penitential pilgrimages, and subjected himself to severe 
mortifications.
He must have directed his regret primarily against the moral perpetrators of his deed, and 
likely alienated them.
If these were the Awdańce family, then the decline of their fame and importance should be 
reflected in the sources.
It is striking that in the last chapter of Gallus' chronicle, which recounts the immediate events 
following Zbigniew's disaster, i.e., the beginning of a new war with the Pomeranians in 1113, 
Skarbimir is mentioned completely silently, as if he had never existed.
The hero of the previous battles with the Pomeranians mysteriously disappears from the 
scene. 
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By a strange coincidence, in the same year 1113, the elderly Michał, the founder of Lubin', 
dies and another Michał, former chancellor and recently bishop of Poznań, disappears.
Could this simultaneity of events in the Awdaniec family be the result of pure coincidence?

And just four years later, Skarbimir starts an open rebellion against his pupil, former friend 
and master.
That he did not act alone, that the whole family, if not the entire camp of supporters, was 
behind him, it is more than certain.
Who knows whether he had external allies or whether there was collusion with the 
Pomeranians, who had been fighting against Bolesław for several years.

Skarbimir shared the fate of Zbigniew - he was blinded.
His place as princeps militiae and komes palatine was taken by Piotr Włast, apparently from 
the opposite camp.
Wojsław emerges again, no matter whether he is Bolesław's old "nutritor" himself, or perhaps 
his son, or another relative of that name, at least Pała, and therefore Sieciechowczyk, if one 
can describe it that way.
In 1124, Wojsław was the "prefect" of Głogów. We meet him among the witnesses of the 
document of the legate Giles for Tyniec, issued around 1124.
It is not difficult to predict what direction Poland's external policy will take now with this 
arrangement of parties.
German influence was growing more and more, as evidenced by the mission of Otto of 
Bamber and the marriage of Władysław, Bolesław's eldest son, with the emperor's niece, and 
culminating in the meeting in Merseburg (1135), where Bolesław paid homage to the emperor
and carried a sword before him.
The idea of the Brave, of which Bolesław was an ardent follower as long as he had the 
Awdaniecs at his side, was buried.
But it was also destined for destruction in another direction.
The fight against Zbigniew was a fight for state unity, which was to be strengthened by 
Krzywousty's settlement policy, reflected in the Awdaniec settlement chains connecting the 
districts.
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Now, after the Awdancy's resignation, everything has gone in the opposite direction; the 
influences aimed at maintaining the principle of division into districts won: probably as a 
result of their advantage - Krzywousty's will, sanctioning such a division.
The fate of the Awdaniec family after the annihilation of Skarbimir's attempt is unknown.
The thought comes to mind that if they went into exile, it was most likely to Pomerania, from 
where they could still fight against Bolesław, who was in constant war with Pomerania until 
about 1122.
There are even later traces of Awdaniecs in Pomerania, to which we have already drawn 
attention.
In the second half of the 12th century, a knight named Skarbimir appears in Western 
Pomerania near Dargun, but it is difficult to know whether his appearance there was related to
the events discussed.
However, we have quite a clear indication that Awdaniec later regained Bolesław's favor, 
although they did not regain their former influence, just like Sieciech, of whom we know for 
sure that after his exile he returned to Poland, although not to his power and former 
importance.
Here, in the well-known and often discussed privilege of the legate Idzi for Tyniec, issued 
around 1124, there are a number of witnesses representing the families of Powali (Wojsław), 
Łabędzi (Piotrek), Starz (Andrzej and Sulko with their son Marcin), Odrowąż (Prandota) and 
Nagodzice (Dziwigor). Among the families of Chiton, Skarbimir is mentioned first, before 
Wojsław, probably not voivode blinded in 1117, but rather his son or nephew.
This could be seen as a trace of a compromise that was then reached between the parties, 
perhaps through the mediation of the papal legate.
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Another sign of agreement and rapprochement between the parties would be Wszebor taking 
over the office of voivode (princepsmilitiae) in place of Piotr Włast, whom Bolesław 
appointed as the "guardian" of his minor sons.

However, the flame of contradictions did not die out and exploded into a new civil war soon 
after Bolesław's death.
The reasons for this should not lie solely in dynastic relations.
The division of society into two hostile camps and the arrangement of parties more or less 
corresponding to the former one suggests deeper causes lying in the divergent aspirations and 
interests of the knightly families.
Considering only one family, I cannot, of course, delve into the secret of these complicated 
relations, which still require deeper research on other families, so I will limit myself only to a 
general outline of the background in which the role of the Awdalci is to be highlighted.

The split between Bolesław's sons occurs almost from the moment the senior, Władysław II, 
takes over the principate, who continues his paternal policy outside the state and, above all, 
his alliance with the empire and the Czechs.
The opposition centers around the younger brothers and their mother Salomea, an energetic 
woman who, while she lived (1144), gave direction to her sons' policy.

Two periods can be distinguished in the development of the parties, separated by the 
catastrophe of Piotr Włast (1145).
Initially, Władysław was joined by a quite strong party, based on the same program that 
Bolesław Krzywousty followed in the second part of his rule and which the senior currently 
stuck to.



The head of Władysław's party was Piotr Włast, voivode of Wrocław, the prince's uncle 
through his wife, connected with him by a bond of close friendship.
The Starz-Toporczyk family was undoubtedly in this camp, at least this could be concluded 
from the political direction following the line of the Sieciechowa council, and from the lack 
of traces of this family among the numerous members of the opposing camp.
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This last consideration also allows us to enlist under the senior banner the powerful 
Świebodzic-Gryf family, which had close relations with Władysław on the basis of 
cooperation around the founding of the Jędrzejów abbey.
Due to the fact that the co-founder of this monastery was the Lis family, he could also be 
included in this party, especially since he later goes hand in hand with Gryfitarni.
Tradition also connects Gryfitarnia with Jaksa, the prince of Kopanica Branibórz, later a 
powerful Polish magnate, who married Piotr Włast's daughter, so he undoubtedly belonged to 
one of his factions.

We know the group of families gathered in the camp of the younger brothers precisely thanks 
to several surviving documents.
Wszebor, the former voivode of Krzywousty, came to the forefront of the party and retained 
the position of princeps militiae.
His lineage is still unknown, i.e. cannot be associated with any later knightly family of arms.
Under his orders were the following families: Pałuków (represented by Archbishop Jakub of 
Żnin and Komes Zbylut of Łekno), Odrowąż (Szaweł of Końskie), Hawiczów (Męcina and 
maybe Dzierżykraj), and further unknown families of Komes: Degnon, Radzisław, Secema, 
Odolan, Bogumił, Spytygniew and others.
The Powal's family, which had formerly been with Sieciech's party, now represented by 
Komes Wojsław's sons: Janusz and Trajan, found themselves in the junior camp.
In this camp we also see famous brothers from Malonne in Lorraine, the bishop of Płock, 
Alexander, and his canon brother Walter, later bishop of Wrocław.
This last circumstance allows us to conclude that the brothers' party included that part of the 
clergy that supported the Laon trend of reforming the life and customs of the clergy, and 
culturally and politically gravitated not towards Germany, but towards France.
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The first armed clash of both enemy camps near Pilicą ended the fighting.
This was only achieved by a sudden shift in the balance of the parties in favor of the juniors, 
which was caused by the unexplained capture and blinding of Piotr Włast on the order of 
Władysław II (1145).
This influential magnate, connected with the most outstanding knightly families, including 
Wszebor, the head of the brothers' party, may have entered into a secret agreement with him, 
and therefore probably suffered a severe punishment, which could also have been caused by 
court intrigues.
However, this act of severe repression committed against Piotr Włast caused a rebellion in 
Władysław's camp and caused the majority of his supporters to switch to the side of the 
brothers.
The consequence of this - after a temporary success - was Władysław's defeat near Poznań, 
after which he sought refuge in Germany (1146).

Here is a sketch of the relations and the course of events in the most general outlines, in order 
to illuminate the position of the Awdaniecs.



The traditional family policy pointed them towards the junior camp, whose anti-imperial edge
referred to Krzywousty's program in the first period of his rule, during the period of the 
greatest splendor and greatest political influence of the Awdaniecs.
Even if we had no source information, we would have to assign our family a place in this 
camp.
But we can support this guess with contemporary documentary evidence.
At the junior rally in Gniezno in 1147, Pakosław, a notorious Awdaniec, appears, probably the
son of Michael the Old, the founder of Lubiń.
Although rallies were held on the side of his brothers after the accession of Władysław's 
supporters, there can be no doubt that the Awdaniecs were their supporters from the very 
beginning.
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The unification of the parties and the group of the most outstanding knightly families around 
Bolesław Kędzierzawy and his brothers after the catastrophe of Piotr Włast was consolidated 
for twenty years.
It finds expression in contemporary documents of these princes, where former supporters of 
Władysław II appear alongside the faithful friends of his younger brothers.
It was only around the years 1166-1167 that a split occurred among these families, due to a 
feud that broke out between the brothers, probably over the Sandomierz inheritance after the 
death of Henry, who died at that time.
We know from Kadłubek's chronicle that a conspiracy was launched against Bolesław, as the 
senior, with the aim of removing him from the throne of Kraków and placing the youngest, 
Casimir, on it.
The conspiracy was led by Jaksa and Piotr Włast's son, Świętosław, who took many 
distinguished knights with them.
The participants of the conspiracy are revealed in two recently discovered notes from the 
Jedrzejów monastery, concerning the contemporary meeting of Casimir with Mieszko the 
Old, who probably played the role of an intermediary between the brothers and resolved the 
dispute.
Well, at this meeting, apart from Jaksa and Świętosław, there are representatives of the 
following families: Łabędziów (Świętosław and Leonard), Strzegomów (Gniewomir with his 
sons), Lisów (Stefan with his sons and his brother Mikołaj), Gryfów (Klemensi Jan), and also 
Archbishop of Gniezno Jan Gryfita, Bishop of Krakow Gedko from the Pował family and 
Chancellor Cherubino, later bishop of Poznań from the Sulim family.
However, there are no representatives of such Lesser Poland families as Toporczycy, 
Odrowąże and Awdance.
The negative conclusion drawn from this observation, that these families did not join the 
conspiracy on behalf of Casimir, would be too bold, because their absence in the note can also
be explained by the fact that the list of witnesses in the document did not have to include all 
participants of the congress.
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As for the Toporczyk and Odrowąż family, it can be assumed that they actually stood by 
Bolesław Kędzierzawy, but the same cannot be said about the Awdaniec family due to their 
later position.

There is one more consideration that justifies such a conclusion.
We know from contemporary records of the oldest benefactors of the Holy Sepulcher Abbey 
in Miechów, founded by Jaksa after his return from the Holy Land, where he made a 
pilgrimage in 1162.



The date of the arrival of monks and the foundation of the monastery is given in 1163 by 
sources, but the endowment of estates and tithes began a few years later, as evidenced by the 
fact that Bishop Gedka, who took the throne of Krakow in 1166, was included in the album of
the Brotherhood chief of Dobroda and immediately after Jaks.
The group of monastic benefactors is therefore contemporary or slightly later than the events 
mentioned, which suggests that in this group we will find Jaksa's friends and not his 
opponents.

In fact, it must be said that with the exception of one Klemens Gryfita (who may have died in 
the meantime), all the knights participating in the congress of 11667, with Świętosław at the 
head, take part in enriching the Jaksowa foundation.
But apart from them, there are also a number of other benefactors mentioned in the 
Miechowski album, unknown to us from the Jędrzejów records, who were undoubtedly also 
Jaksa's friends.
There is Mikora, Jaksa's former partner since the Piotrków catastrophe, there are Żyro and 
Wojsław, the brother of Bishop Gedka, from the Powali family, there is the widow of 
Wszebor with her children, and Kagnimir with her brother Kryston from the Zgraj family.
Well, among them we also have Awdaniec Lasota, who donated Dłubnia (=Michałów), which 
makes it probable that Awdaniec was also among Jaksa's clients.
However, what is peculiar, among the benefactors of Miechów there is not a single Toporczyk
or a single Odrowąż, even though the estates of these families were located right This 
circumstance confirms our assumption that both these families did not join the conspiracy of 
Jaksa and Świętosław in 11667 and were among the supporters of Kędzierzawy.
As we know from Kadłubek's chronicle, Casimir resisted the act against Bolesław, and did not
get in the way of Mieszko the Old when he took over the throne of Krakow after the death of 
Kędzierzawy (1173).

Only when Mieszko's autocracy had reached its limits, and the prince, following in the 
footsteps of Władysław the Exile, entered into relations with the emperor, did Casimir allow 
himself to be carried away by a new wave of rebellion of the Krakow knights, which elevated 
him to the grand-ducal throne (1177).
The conspiracy against Mieszko undoubtedly came from the same knightly circles that had 
been working for Casimir ten years ago, but the leadership of the movement rested in other 
hands, as Jaksa did not live to see these events, having died a year earlier (1176).
The Powa family, led by the bishop of Krakow, Gedko, and the voivode of Masovia, Żyra, 
now took the forefront of the rebellion;
another member of this powerful family, Żyrosław, sat on the episcopal see in Wrocław.

We do not know anything directly about the participation of the Awdaniecs in the rebellion of 
1177; They probably did not play a more prominent role.
Their previous attitude towards the circles from which the slogan for the rebellion emerged 
allows us to conclude that they were supporters of Casimir, with whom they also later had a 
close relationship.
Awdaniec, Lupus (1172-1186) sat on the episcopal chair in Płock, guarding, together with the 
voivode Żyra and the young and sickly Leszek Bolesławic, the interests of Kazimierz, against
the claims of Mieszko the Old.
Bishop Lupus takes an active part in the congress of Łęczyca (1180), which based the 
succession to the principate on the principle of primogeniture in the line of Casimir.



We also see him at the congress in Spirszów (1186), where, at the request of Casimir, he 
affixed his seal - in the absence of a princely privilege - to Miechów.
Later (maybe after Leszek's death in 1186), Kujawy was given to Mieszko's son Bolesław, 
and Awdaniec-Henryk also became its voivode, probably on behalf of Casimir.
It can also be assumed that Odo Mieszkowic, who at the same time as Mieszko's expulsion 
from Kraków, took Poznań from his father, found in the Awdaniecs, as the most powerful 
family in this land, strong and effective support.
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This circumstance confirms our assumption that both these families did not join the 
conspiracy of Jaksa and Świętosław in 11667 and were among the supporters of Kędzierzawy.
As we know from Kadłubek's chronicle, Casimir resisted the act against Bolesław, and did not
get in the way of Mieszko the Old when he took over the throne of Krakow after the death of 
Kędzierzawy (1173).

Only when Mieszko's autocracy had reached its limits, and the prince, following in the 
footsteps of Władysław the Exile, entered into relations with the emperor, did Casimir allow 
himself to be carried away by a new wave of rebellion of the Krakow knights, which elevated 
him to the grand-ducal throne (1177).
The conspiracy against Mieszko undoubtedly came from the same knightly circles that had 
been working for Casimir ten years ago, but the leadership of the movement rested in other 
hands, as Jaksa did not live to see these events, having died a year earlier (1176).
The Powal family, led by the bishop of Krakow, Gedko, and the voivode of Masovia, Żyra, 
now took the forefront of the rebellion;
another member of this powerful family, Żyrosław, sat on the episcopal see in Wrocław.

We do not know anything directly about the Awdaniecs' participation in the rebellion of 1177; 
They probably did not play a more prominent role.
Their previous attitude towards the circles from which the slogan for the rebellion emerged 
allows us to conclude that they were supporters of Casimir, with whom they also later had a 
close relationship.
Awdaniec, Lupus (1172-1186) sat on the episcopal chair in Płock, guarding, together with the 
voivode Żyra and the young and sickly Leszek Bolesławic, the interests of Kazimierz, against
the claims of Mieszko the Old.
Bishop Lupus takes an active part in the congress of Łęczyca (1180), which based the 
succession to the principate on the principle of primogeniture in the line of Casimir.
We also see him at the congress in Spirszów (1186), where, at the request of Casimir, he 
affixed his seal - in the absence of a princely privilege - to Miechów.
When later (maybe after Leszek's death in 1186) Kujawy fell to Mieszko's son Bolesław, 
Awdaniec-Henryk also became its voivode, probably on behalf of Casimir.
It can also be assumed that Odo Mieszkowic, who at the same time as Mieszko's expulsion 
from Kraków, took the Poznań voivodeship from his father, found strong and effective 
support in the Awdaniecs, as the most powerful family in this land.
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As for the Awdaniecs from Małopolska, we have to confirm the presence of the Awdaniecs at 
the Opatów rally in 1189, although not much.
The witnesses of the document issued there for the Krakow chapter include Piotr Wilkowic 
and Wojciech, a carpenter, probably the later voivode of Krakow.



A more important fact is the participation of the Awdaniecs in the foundation of the 
Kopprzywnica Abbey, which, due to the bringing of the relics and cult of St. Floryan to 
Poland, was achieved with the active and zealous cooperation of Casimir and Bishop Gedko 
(1185).

From the circles gathered around Casimerz the Just, missionary, colonizing and political 
activities take place on the eastern borders of the country, in the Lublin region and between 
Wieprz and the Bug.
Monasteries funded by families belonging to these circles: Miechów, Sulejów and 
Koprzywnica take an outstanding part in this action.
Miechów, Jaksa's foundation, is developing its activities in Łukowski, where it received 
endowments from the Zgraj family, Sulejów, in whose endowment the Lis family (Bishop 
Pełka) took a significant part, had certain endowments in the Lublin region and had already 
established trade relations with Rus' early on.

The Koprzywnica monastery, founded by the Bogoryows and Awdaniecs, enjoyed its former 
endowment in Jasie Isko on the border of Russia and in the Lublin province.
We also know that some of the families mentioned had estates in the Chełm region.
Jaksa made extensive endowments to the Siechów monastery near Puchaczów (on the border 
of the Lublin and Chełm lands); the Powa family founded Wojslawice near Uchania and 
perhaps Żerocin near Międzyrzecz, and the Awdaniec family founded Jaszczołtowo 
(Jahtoltowo, today Jatułtów) in Krasnostaw County, where their descendants of the Awdaniec 
coat of arms still live in the 15th century.
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The above-mentioned facts allow us to undoubtedly establish the cooperation of the 
Awdaniecs in the undertakings of these families, which supported the rule of Casimir the Just,
giving direction to his cultural and political program.

In 1185, the bishop of Krakow Gedko died, a few years earlier his two brothers died, Wojsław
(+1178) and Trojan (+1180), and soon the voivode Żyro disappeared from the audience - from
their family, the Powa family, the leadership of the princely party passed to the Lis family.
Gedko's place on the Krakow throne is taken by Bishop Pełka from this family, and his 
brother Mikołaj, the Krakow voivode, as the prince's trustworthy man, takes the chief 
position.
This change of families in a managerial position does not bring about any fundamental 
changes in the policy of Casimir the Just, which goes even further in the previously indicated 
direction: after the missionary and settlement action in the east, it is the turn of territorial 
expansion.
Voivode Nicholas leads the "victorious eagles" to Brest and Halicz, Poland regains the former
natural border of the Bug River, settles devoted princes in the neighboring Russian lands - not
without an agreement with the emperor.
This last circumstance and the break with the Hungarians aroused dissatisfaction among those
families who did not agree with the current political trend and envied Nicholas his fame and 
influence.
Dissatisfaction manifested itself in a severe form near Brest, and erupted into rebellion after 
the Halych expedition in 1191.



The soul of the opposition was the former confidant of Mieszko the Old, Henryk Kietlicz, 
then the castellan of Krakow, who managed to involve seventy lords in the conspiracy in 
favor of Mieszko.
Unfortunately, we do not know their names and we do not know what families they 
represented.
The role played by the Awdance in these events is also unknown, but it can be assumed that 
they did not allow themselves to be dissuaded from the current program and faithfully 
persevered with Casimir, helping him to regain Kraków, which, despite the brave defense of 
Bishop Pełka, fell into the hands of Mieszko as a result of betrayal.
The rebellion was suppressed, but with the mediation of Archbishop Peter, the conspirators 
were pacified and pardoned.
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The sudden, mysterious death of Casimir the Just was the motto of the Don's eight-year-long 
fights between Leszek the White and Mieszko the Old, and after the latter's death against 
Władysław Laskonogi, for the throne of Krakow.
The knights of Lesser Poland took an outstanding part in these battles, and family interests 
undoubtedly played an important role.
The lack of contemporary documents and Kadłubek's silence in this respect do not provide us 
with any insight into the grouping of families within the parties.
However, it seems that, at least immediately, the family composition of both camps from the 
time of the Righteous remained unchanged.
Leszkowy's party was headed by former leaders from the Lis family, Bishop Pełka and 
voivode Mikołaj, who continued their current policy (also in Ruthenia).
However, Mieszko's party is quite strong, and to this circumstance he undoubtedly owed his 
presence in Krakow twice, despite the unresolved battle on the Mozgawa River.
The split in the Leszko camp contributed largely to the strengthening of Mieszko's party.
At the Sandomierz court of Leszek the White, the influence of the court palatine and friend of
the young prince, Goworkek from the Rawicz family, increased.
This was probably the reason that voivode Mikołaj "with a large company of friends" threw 
himself into Mieszko's arms, giving him Kraków for the fourth consecutive, last and short 
reign.

Therefore, a new regrouping of the parties took place: on the one hand, we have the former 
Mieszko's camp, now strengthened by the accession of families related to the person and 
family of voivode Mikołaj, who takes the helm of this party, on the other hand, on the other 
hand, Leszek is a group of supporters of the young prince, led by Goworkek and the Rawicz 
family.
Initially, the voivode Mikołaj had the advantage, who after Mieszko's death (1202) demanded 
that Leszek remove Gowork, and when Leszek rejected this demand, he introduced 
Laskonogi's to the Krakow throne. In the same year, voivode Nicholas died, which ended the 
main reason for the split; Leszek's former supporters and Bishop Pełka return to him, both 
parties make a compromise, expel Laskonogi's, and place Leszek on the throne.
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What role did the Awdaniec family play during this hot and changing eight-year period?
The sources are completely silent about this, so we can only rely on guesswork.
Well, it must be assumed that they were among Leszek's most faithful and zealous supporters,
and I conclude this primarily from the positions they took after Leszek's rule was finally 
established in Krakow.



In Leszek the White's document for Sulejów from 1206-1207, there are two Awdaniecs at the 
head of the lay witnesses: comes Woytech and comes Pacoslaus.
The title comes doesn't say much, but from the fact that the rest of the witnesses of the 
mentioned document did not receive this title, it can be concluded that they held higher 
offices, perhaps the castellan of Krakow and Sandomierz.
It is possible, however, that Wojciech, who was in first place, was already the voivode of 
Kraków at that time, a position he held in July in 1210.
After him, perhaps in the same year, his nephew Pakosław took over the Krakow palace, who 
held it for several years (the last mention was in 1214) and was Leszek's right hand during 
this time.
The Krakow castellany is currently occupied by Rawicz-Goworek; that he did not become 
voivode was probably the result of a compromise and a concession to the opposing camp.
On the other hand, the fact that the highest court office went to the Awdaniecs, who were less 
committed than the Rawicz family, proves that they had previously been among Leszek's 
most trusted confidants.

Thus, after a hundred-year break, the Awdaniecs regained the influence and importance at 
Leszek's court that their ancestors enjoyed in his grandfather's position.
When stating this political rehabilitation of the family, which after the catastrophe of 
Skarbimir, having fallen into a state of age-old torpor, was now regaining its former strength 
and power, one reservation must be made: under Krzywousty, the influence of such a voivode
Skarbimir extended over the whole of Poland, under Leszek - Wojciech or Pakosław were 
only district voivodes, although among the district voivodes they were undoubtedly the first.
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But at the same time it must be recalled that in the past the Awdaniecs were still a relatively 
small family trunk, but now they have developed into a huge tree whose family branches, 
spread over almost all of Poland, have begun to grow more and more deeply into their 
particular base.
In connection with this expansion of the family and the separation of its branches into herbal 
branches, the question arises whether the commonality of the political program went hand in 
hand with maintaining the sense of family unity, manifested externally by all branches in a 
common coat of arms and name, or at least whether it is possible to trace and determine the 
consistency of action among individual branches?

The fall of Laskonogi in 1202 and the assertion of Leszek the White as the Krakow teenager 
created a new system of inter-district relations, as well as a new formation of parties and 
family groups for the entire first quarter of the 13th century.
At first, a strong antagonism comes to the fore between Spindleshanks on the one hand and 
Leszek and Odonic on the other: with Leszek due to the rivalry for the throne of Krakow, with
Odonic due to his desire to free himself from the burdensome care of his uncle and to regain 
his paternal inheritance, i.e. Poznań land.
This arrangement of relations created a natural alliance between Leszek and Konradem's 
brother Odonic, who supported him in everything, while Henry the Bearded took an unstable 
position depending on his own interests, imposing himself on the intermediary at the right 
moment.
At first, he sided with both Kazimierzowice and Odonic, both in state and church politics.



The congress in Borzyków (1210) united all four princes against Laskonogi and Mieszko of 
Racibórz, who, advanced by Laskonogi against Leszek, even temporarily took over Kraków 
(1210-1211).

The limited resources of documents from this period do not allow us to properly assess the 
grouping of family parties against the background of princely antagonisms.
It can only be assumed that the edge of the old dispute between the Lisas and the Rawicze 
family became blunt after the death of the senior of the first of these families: voivode 
Nicholas (died around 1202) and his brother, the bishop of Kraków, Pełka (died around 1206).
From now on, the Rawicze appear alongside the Lis family in Leszek's entourage, although 
they still enjoy the special favor and trust of the young prince, who, mindful of his former 
friendship with Gowork, entrusted him with the Krakow castellany.
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However, what is striking in Leszek the White's documents is the complete absence of 
representatives of the Gryf family, former allies of the Lis family, from which it can be 
concluded that they were in the service of Mieszko of Racibórz, as they were later in the 
service of his son, Casimir of Opole.
However, their eternal opponents, Odrowąż, and their faithful allies - Awdańice, gained great 
influence at Leszek's court.
The most influential court office, the chancellorship, remained in the hands of Iwon Odrowąż,
at the same time the Krakow deanery in the hands of Wisława and the Wiślica castellany - 
Ostasz, also the Odrowąż family.
There are also members of this family on Leszek's contemporary documents.

The Awdaniec family enjoyed no less influence and, as it had done a century ago during the 
reign of Krzywousty, became the leader of the knightly families in the Leszkowa district.
We mentioned above that in 1206-1207 Wojciech held the office of voivode of Krakow, and 
Pakosław was the castellan of Krakow.
At that time, Pakosław also received from Leszek the possession of Korczyn, where there was
a manor and a ducal farm.
After Adalbert, he took over the Krakow palace in 1210-1211, which he held for the next few 
years.
In Ruthenian matters he was Leszek's main advisor and in the negotiations with Andrew the 
Hungarian king regarding Galician Ruthenia he provided him with important services.
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Friendly with the widow of Prince Roman and her children, he wanted to solve Ruthenian 
matters in accordance with their interests and at the same time was a supporter of the 
agreement with the Hungarians in Ruthenia, traditional in his family.
He also brought about the Conspiracy Treaty (1214) through his mediation and persuaded 
Leszek to give the Vladimir stronghold to the young Romanowice family.
As a reward for his mission, he received from Andrew II the possession of Lubaczów, as it 
must be assumed, as a Hungarian fief, which, however, was taken from him by the 
Hungarians the following year.
Therefore, the first bonds established between the Awdaniec family and Galician Ruthenia 
were tenuous, where a century and a half later such a great future awaited them, where they 
would eventually put down such deep roots.



The outstanding role of the Awdaniecs outlined above concerns only one district of Leszek, 
i.e. Małopolska.
In turn, the question arises what it was like in other districts of Poland, especially whether it is
possible to demonstrate consistency in the political direction among other lines of the family.
This question becomes more important in Greater Poland, where a fierce fight was raging 
between Laskonogi and Odonic, who was connected with Leszek by a close alliance.

In 1207, Odonic captured the southern part of Greater Poland, including Kalisz, up to the 
Warta River and the stretch of the Mosina-Ober swamps, which constituted the natural border 
of the Krzyriska Land, where, as is known, the main estates of the Awdaniec family were 
located.
The question arises what role the Awdaniecs played in this fight, which so closely affected 
their interests.
Knowing their friendly attitude towards Leszek, who was allied with Odonic, it can be 
concluded that they took an active part in reclaiming this part of Odonic's patrimony and 
maintaining it against the claims of Laskonogi's.
Indeed, among the witnesses of Odonic's document from 1211, next to knights from the 
following families: Łabędzis, Grzymałów, Powals and Pomians, there is Szczedrzyk 
(Dobiesławicz) from the Awdaniec family.
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There is also no shortage of Awdaniecs in the documents of two other allies of Leszek and 
Odonic from those times, i.e. Henry the Bearded and Konrad of Masovia.
However, we never meet the Awdaniecs in Laskonogi's contemporary documents, from which
we can conclude that they pursued a solidary and harmonious family policy on the side of the 
coalition of princes against Laskonogi.
However, the main tone of this Awdaniec policy was set by the Lesser Poland branch, which 
at that time came to the forefront of the entire family.

The year 1217 brought a change in the inter-district situation, as a result of the victory of 
Laskonogi, who defeated and expelled Odonicus, took over his district and, having beaten 
Henry the Bearded, who was trying to control the border of Greater Poland, forced him to 
make peace in Sandowl and bound him with himself in an alliance.
The edge of this alliance turned indirectly against Leszek, and who knows whether 
Laskonogi's had not already given Henry the Beard hope of taking over Krakow.
In any case, the triumph of Spindleshanks over Odonic and winning over Henry the Bearded 
to his side was a heavy blow to Leszek, who at the same time suffered a severe defeat in 
Russia by Danila Romanowic.
This blow was also felt by the knightly families that supported his policy, especially
that, by its very nature, the old opposition, previously pushed away from the government in 
Krakow, raised its head.
The change in the structure of the parties is also immediately noticeable.
Although Odrowąż still maintain their dominant influence, the Awdance lose their previous 
official positions and the Gryfits, who are hostile to Leszek, return to their former influence.
The Krakow palace, which until now had been in the hands of two Awdaniecs in a row, 
Wojciech and Pakosław, is given to Markow and Gryfita, the Raków castellan is taken over 
by Więcław Raciborowicz of the Lis family after Leszek Gowork, who was devoted to him, 
the Sandomierz palace is taken over by Jakub Raciborowic from the same family, and Gryfita 
Sulisław becomes the Sandomierz castellan.
158/49



The fall of the Awdaniecs and the rise of the Gryfites were probably caused by two factors: on
the one hand, the triumph of Laskonogi and the consequent strengthening of the influence of 
Henry the Bearded in relation to Leszek, and on the other hand, the failure of the Ruthenian 
policy of Pakosław, who was disappointed in his attempt to solve the Ruthenian question in 
agreement with Hungary and at the same time in harmony with the Romanowice.
The concern of the Awdaniecs, as well as of the Odrowążs cooperating with them, will now 
be a new attempt to reconnect the broken threads with Daniel Romanowic.

In 1219, Leszek sends two envoys to Daniel to make peace: one of them is Dzierżysław 
Abramowic from the Odrowąż family, the other is Floryan Wojciechowic from the Awdaniec 
family.
Their success in Ruthenia undoubtedly contributed to the improvement of the political 
position of the Awdaniecs, whose position became even stronger after the failure suffered by 
Laskonog as a result of the return of Odonicus, who was preparing in alliance with 
Świętopełek of Pomerania to regain his lost Poznań patrimony (1220).
Undoubtedly, the result of these changes in the political constellation was the re-appointment 
of the Awdaniecs to offices:
Pakosław Lasocic takes over the Krakow castellany, Pakosław Wojciechowic takes over the 
office of court judge.
The new composition of the Leszno government is of a compromise nature, although the most
prominent positions include representatives of both Gryfits and Lis, as well as Odrowąż and 
Awdaniec.
The increasing importance of the latter families is manifested primarily in Russian politics, 
which clearly remains under their influence and direction.
In particular, the Odrowąż family is developing broad missionary plans in Russia.
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From the womb of this family came the apostle of Rus, Saint. Jacek, who, according to his 
oldest Life, set out for Kievan Rus around 1222 in the company of three monastic brothers.
One of them, named Floryan, may be considered Awdaniec due to his name.
The contemporary (1223-1224) expedition of Leszek together with Daniel Romanowic 
against Mścisław of Galicia, marking the return of Poland's active policy in Ruthenia, was 
undoubtedly carried out on the initiative or at least under the significant influence of the 
Awdaniecs, especially Pakosław Lasocic, who at that time exchanged the castellany of 
Krakow for the palace of Sandomierz, probably in order to be closer to the borders of Russia.
Although the sources do not mention his participation in this expedition, he seems to have no 
doubts about what can be concluded from the fact that part of the expedition was directed to 
Lubaczów, which, as we know, fell to the Awdaniecs in 1214, but was soon executed.
At the same time, one can notice in the Russian policy, led by the Odrowąż and Awdaniecs, a 
resumption of the Hungarian course and a return to the guideline outlined by Pakosław in the 
Spiš treaty of 1214.
Here are the traces that the mission of St. Jacek Odrowąż remained in some connection with 
the missionary activities of the Hungarian Dominicans.
If there are any doubts whether the canon John of Hungary, appearing in the document of 
Bishop Iwon Odrowąż for the Prandociński Convent of 1222, was an envoy of King Andrew, 
who was perhaps seeking an alliance with Poland at that time, then probably the Bishop of 
Jagiers Kletus, a participant of the rally in Rozegroch, was on such a mission in Poland in 
1224, where Pakosław Lasocic and Ostasz (Odrowąż) they bravely defended the rights of 
Bishop Iwon Odrowąż to the village of Pełczysk against Baran Putysławowic, probably from 
the Lis family.
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The above speculations are confirmed by a Russian annual note from the same year, 1224, 
about the armed expedition that Pakosław led together with King Andrew against Mstisław of
Galicia.
Unfortunately, as before, the Russian policy of the Awdaniecs failed; The defeated Polish-
Hungarian troops had to flee, which did not prevent the Hungarian king, behind the back of 
his Polish ally, from reaching an agreement with Mstislav and Halicz through agreements to 
obtain for his son.

Despite these failures in Russian policy, the influence of the Awdaniecs and Odrowąż family 
did not decline under Leszek, but on the contrary, growing more and more, it apparently 
aimed at overthrowing the Gryfits and their party.
A sharp dispute between the Gryfits and the Odrowąż family over the guardians in Masovia 
accelerated the outbreak of fighting.

The Prussians, who had always been dangerous to Masovia, became even more dangerous 
now, since the voivode Krystyn, who had been their terror, was gone, and Spindleshanks 
began to use them as his tool against Konrad.
The Prussian border in the Chełmno land was occupied by two competing families, only 
apparently living in harmony: the Gryfits and the Odrowąż.
Once, the Griffins, sympathizing with Spindlefoot, abandoned the guard, expelling the 
Odrowąż family to the mercy of the Prussians, who took advantage of such weakening of the 
guard and invaded the borders of Poland.
Długosz talks about this event in 1225, but it probably took place a year earlier.
Leszek the White then launched severe repression against the Griffins, depriving some of 
them of offices and positions.
Others, including Marek, the voivode of Krakow, fled to Silesia to join Henry the Bearded 
and persuaded him to go to Krakow to overthrow Leszek and take over the rule in Lesser 
Poland (1225).
It seems that the Spindleshanks also played an active role here, as he, through his devoted 
Griffins, used Henry as a tool against Leszek.
But the Beard's expedition to Krakow, after only eight days, was defeated by the brave 
defense, the soul of which was, as one should guess, mainly Odrowąż and Awdaniec.
Leszek's victory was also their triumph and the defeat of the Gryfits and the families allied 
with them.
Voivode Marek himself paid for this disaster with his death.
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The fate of the Krakow palace in the immediate future after Marek Gryfita's death is 
unknown, but it can be assumed that his direct successor was either Odrowąż or Awdaniec.
In all probability, it was immediately inherited by Pakosław Lasocic, voivode of Sandomierz, 
although it was only two years later that this dignity was confirmed in sources.
It should be added that when taking over the Krakow palace, Pakosław did not resign from 
the office of voivode of Sandomierz, so he combined the highest office in both districts of 
Leszkowe in his hands.
It was truly an incredible success, and it can be safely said that after the defeat of the Gryfits 
in 1225, the Awdaniecs reached the peak of their fame, achieving a position with which only 
their power a century ago under voivode Skarbimir can be compared.
They could also now implement their political plans in Russia.
In 1226, the voivode Pakosław himself led a large troop of Polish knights to Kiev, rushing to 
the aid of the Romanowice family against Vladimir Rurykov.



We do not know what the further goals and results of this action were.
It is enough to emphasize the fact that it is Awdaniec who has implemented this bold 
undertaking for the first time since the times of Śmiały.

An unexpected turn in the whole situation took place at the beginning of 1227: Leszek and 
Spindleshanks reconcile and form an alliance against Odonicus and Świętopełek of 
Pomerania, drawing Henry the Bearded into the alliance, if he was not the link between the 
previous opponents who concluded a mutual inheritance agreement (secret for the Bearded).
What role did influential families play during the term?
It can be assumed that the Odrowąż and Awdaniec families, devoted to Leszek, supported him
in seeing the extraordinary benefits that the survival arrangement promised considering the 
advanced age of the childless Laskonogi.
The upcoming unification of the two main districts of Poland opened the prospect of restoring
family connections, which had previously been jeopardized by the separation and enmity of 
the princes.
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It should be added that the Beard's accession to the anti-Donica coalition restored Leszek the 
White's favor to the Gryfit family, which two years ago, branded with treason charges, had to 
leave Krakow and go to Silesia.
Now, after Leszek reconciled with the Bearded and Laskonogi, the Gryfits family regained 
the opportunity to return to their hometown and take up their lost positions and offices again.
But on the eve of the consent and consolidation of the parties, Leszek the White fell at the 
hands of the Odonic henchmen in Gąsawa (November 1227).

However, the Gąsawa massacre only contributed to deepening and strengthening the 
solidarity of Lesser Poland families.
The families that surrounded Leszek in the last days of his life gathered around the Dowager 
Duchess Grzymisława, who took over the rule on behalf of the minor Bolesław, the rightful 
lord and heir of the lands of Krakow and Sandomierz.
A document of this princess has survived, issued two weeks after Leszek's death (December 
6, 1227).
There are representatives of the Odrowąż, Awdaniec, Gryfit and Powal family as witnesses), 
but the leader among them is the above-mentioned Pakosław Lasocic, double voivode of 
Krakow and Sandomierz, apparently the most influential advisor to the duchess and a zealous 
guardian of Bolek's hereditary rights.

Władysław Laskonogi and Konrad of Masovia competed for the guardianship of the young 
prince.
The history of these battles, which took place in 1228, has not yet been sufficiently revealed, 
the chronology of events is not established, which is due to the paucity of sources.
The development of events was probably such that the Krakow nobles first entrusted their 
care to Laskonogi, who based his rights on an agreement concluded on the eve of his death.
At the rally in Cienia, conditions were established under which Laskonogi was to assume 
protective power in Kraków.
Two surviving guarantee documents of this prince allow us to know the composition of the 
legation that concluded these pacts with the Laskongi.
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There are representatives of the same families that have been at the helm of politics in 
Krakow since Leszek's death, i.e. alongside the Gryfits and Lis family - Odrowąże and 
Awdańce.



While the Gryfites and Lisys were sincere supporters of askonogi, the Odrowążs and 
especially the Awdaniecs can hardly be accused of this.
The presence of voivode Pakosław in Cienia only proves that he was able to adapt to the new 
conditions, which were so far unfavorable for the intentions of this family, hotly attached to 
the line of Casimir the Just.
Apparently, however, this family had considerable strength, since despite the blow it suffered 
indirectly through the death of Leszek and the elevation of Laskonogi, it did not allow itself 
to be pushed out of the political arena by its rivals, but remained in it, although it had 
previously had to give way to the families whose program had won.
The Gryfits went up and grew more and more powerful.
The Kraków Voivodeship passed from Pakosław into the hands of Marek Gryfit.
Laskonogi, occupied with continuing the fight against Odonicz, entrusted the deputy rule in 
Kraków to Casimir of Opole, who, undoubtedly on behalf of Laskonogi, made extremely 
generous grants to the Gryfits.

This happened at the beginning of 1228.
Meanwhile, in March of that year, Konrad of Mazowiecki declared his rights to care for 
Bolesław.
He appears in Lesser Poland and holds rallies in Skaryszów and Kraków with Grzymisława 
and the Lesser Poland lords.
Representatives of the most influential families are present at these rallies: in addition to the 
Gryfits and Lis, there are Toporczycy, Odrowąże and Awdańce.
We do not know what their position was towards Konrad's claims, but it can be almost certain
that while, for example, the Gryfites were fundamentally opposed to him, the Toporczycy 
were his strong supporters, and the Awdaniecs also gravitated towards Brother Leszkowy and 
supported his cause, although they did not yet break off their solidarity with other families 
that took an unfriendly stance towards Konrad.
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We know that Konrad, having failed to achieve his goal through negotiations, called for help 
from the Romanowice family.
Who knows, maybe he did it thanks to and through the Awdaniecs, who - as we know - had 
such close and ancient relations with this Russian house.
Initially, Romanowice acted as an intermediary.
At the Skaryszów rally on May 12 of the same year, one of them (it is not known, Daniel or 
Wasilko) apparently tried to win Grzymisława and the knights to Konrad's cause.
Interestingly, among the knights appearing in the document issued at this congress, there are 
no Gryfits, who, apparently devoted to Laskonogi, did not want to enter into further 
arrangements with Konrad's proxies and his party present at the congress.
However, what is noteworthy is the large participation of Awdaniecs, for whom the above-
mentioned document was also issued.
Among them, the most prominent is Pakosław Lasocic, voivode of Sandomierz.
Undoubtedly, his efforts were successful not only in bringing about the Skaryszów meeting, 
but also in winning over to Konrad's side some families that had previously been walking 
hand in hand with the Gryfits, such as the Lisów, whose representative Mściwój, the castellan 
of Wiślica, was present at the meeting.
Odrowąż, however, did not allow themselves to be dissuaded from their current role and 
remained loyal to Laskonogi.
The Skaryszów rally of May 12 is therefore a turning point in the political situation - marking
the collapse of the existing solidarity among the nobility of Lesser Poland.



Two hostile camps emerge among them again: supporters of Laskonogi, led by the Gryfits 
and Odrowąż, and supporters of Konrad, led by the Toporczyks and Awdaniecs.
The foxes swayed to Konrad's side, although the sincerity of their intentions did not initially 
inspire the prince's confidence.
However, in Grzymisława's surroundings, the influence of the former prevailed, at least that is
what can be judged from the further course of events.
The fight has begun.
Konrad with Russian reinforcements led by Daniel moved towards Laskonogi and ventured as
far as Kalisz and the Silesian-Greater Poland border.
In the Polish-Ruthenian camp there is the voivode of Sandomierz, Pakosław, and the castellan
of Wiślica, Mściwój, whom Konrad, however, does not trust.
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Pakosław even acted as an intermediary on behalf of Konrad and Daniel in agreements with 
the people of Kalisz.
The position of the Laskonogi, who was at the same time threatened by Odonic, became very 
difficult.
Then, the nobles of Lesser Poland, who were supportive of Laskonogi, and could not count on
his help, persuaded Grzymisława to give custody of her son to Henry the Bearded, Duke of 
Silesia.
According to Długosz, the Dowager Duchess's advisors were: Marek, the voivode of Krakow,
and Pakosław of Sandomierz.
While regarding the first one, as Gryfita, Długoszow's version does not raise any doubts, as it 
is consistent with what we know about the relations of this family with the Silesian Piast line, 
and in particular with Henry the Bearded, the mention of Pakosław, who had so far been 
devoted to Konrad's cause, raises some doubts as to whether he actually advised Grzymisława
to appoint Henry the Bearded.
Yet later events seem to justify the credibility of Długosz's message to some extent and allow 
us to assume that Pakosław, if he did not directly join Henry's camp, at least stopped 
supporting Konrad.
When Henry was with his barons in Spytkowice, Konrad attacked him unexpectedly and, 
thanks to the betrayal of a certain part of the knights, took him prisoner.
If it comes to which families took part in the assassination of Henry the Bearded, suspicion is 
primarily directed against the Toporczyks, whose family nest in Tenczyn was located very 
close to the place where the Silesian prince was captured.
However, as for the Awdaniecs and Odrowąż family, it must be assumed that if they did not 
defend Henry, they at least did not take part in Konrad's assassination, which can be 
concluded from the fact that Konrad's revenge is now directed against these families.
We know about Bishop Iwona Odrowąż that he had to go into exile and went to Italy, where 
he soon ended his life (1229).
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And it is very probable that the same fate befell a little later, at least some, of the Awdaniecs, 
especially voivode Pakosław, but the place of their exile was Rus.
At the meeting that Konrad held with Duchess Grzymisława on the Pilica River in 1229, 
several Awdaniecs were present in the princess's entourage: voivode Pakosław, castellan of 
Sieciechów Floryan and parish priest Jaszczołt of Sandomierz.
But a year later (1230), Grzymisław was chosen to join Konrad and "with the knighthood 
expelled by him from Poland, and now recalled from Russia by his son, Bolesław".



Among the knights surrounding her, there are no Awdaniecs, and what's more, even the 
indispensable voivode Pakosław, while the voivode of Sandomierz is someone else 
(Wojciech).
This circumstance suggests that Pakosław and his family were also among those exiled to 
Ruthenia, with which - as we know - he had former relations.
If we ask why the Awdaniecs were punished with exile, the first assumption that comes to 
mind is that it was due to their unfriendly attitude towards Konrad during the Spytkowice 
attack.
It turned out that in 1229 there was a significant turn in the policy of the Awdaniecs, who 
switched from Konrad's camp to Henry's side, but continued to guard the interests of young 
Leszkowic.

Meanwhile, Henry, having escaped from Konrad's prison, returned to Krakow (1229), where, 
finding support again in the faithful Gryfit family, he entrusted him with the main positions in
Krakow: the palace to Comes Mark, and the castellany to Klemens.
However, Konrad (1230) settled down in Sandomierz for good. Having removed 
Grzymisława and Bolesław to Wiślica, he handed over the rule in the Sandomierz stronghold 
to his son Bolesław.
Then the Konrad family, desiring consent and reconciliation with the local knights, recalled 
the exiles from Russia and returned their lost dignities and offices.
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Pakosław Lasocic did not return to the position of voivode of Sandomierz, but together with 
Mściwoj (Lis) he remained with Grzymisław and Bolesław the Chaste in Wiślica, where, 
along with taking care of the prince, they both took over the offices: Mściwój the palace and 
Pakosław the Wiślica castellany.
However, the Sandomierz palace was given to another Awdaniec, Pakosław the younger, 
Wojciech's son, which proves that the Awdaniecs had a strong position in the Sandomierz 
region, with which the new ruler of this estate had to take it into account.

The tension in the relations between the Bearded and Konrad intensified when Konrad 
approached Odonicus and concluded an alliance with him in Zgierz (1231), turning his sword 
not only against Henry, but also against Laskonogi's, who, defeated at first by his nephew, 
found support among the Opole princes who had always been devoted to him and, supported 
by Silesian help (perhaps Henry himself), undertook a new expedition to recover lost lands.
Well, an interesting question here is what the structure of parties was like in Greater Poland at
that time.
Contemporary Odonic documents include representatives of the following families: Łódź, 
Doliw, Grzymały, Okszów, Zaręby, Porajów and In.
Around Laskonogi, on two of his documents from 1231, we meet representatives of the 
Niałków-Brochwiczów family of Silesian origin, who were also at the court of Henry the 
Bearded, as well as the Leszczycs, Nałęczów, Łabędzi and Junosz families.
Well, among this knighthood there is also the notorious Awdaniec in the person of Skarbimir, 
which shows that the Awdaniecs at that time belonged to the supporters of Laskonogi.
How can this fact be reconciled with the position of the Awdaniecs on Odonic's side, 
confirmed during Leszek the White's lifetime?
This change is explained quite clearly in the context of family politics.
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One important moment should be emphasized, namely that the Awdaniec family policy at the 
beginning of the 13th century was set by the Lesser Poland branch, which, devoted primarily 
to the cause of young Leszkowic and his mother, in 1229 decisively tilted to the side of the 
Bearded, abandoning Konrad, who wronged Bolesław the Chaste by depriving him of his 
Sanqomierz patrimony, and punished the Awdaniecs exile.
Since Konrad was in alliance with Odonicus against the Bearded and Laskonogi, the Greater 
Poland Awdaniecs also abandoned Odonic's camp and went to the side of Laskonog.
This proves that there was still a sense of family solidarity at that time.
Whether this solidarity covered the entire family without exception, and therefore also the 
Masovian branch, may be doubted.
The fact that Awdaniec also appears in Konrad's contemporary documents speaks against this.

Meanwhile, the scale of happiness tipped decisively towards Odonic and Konrad.
Laskonogi, defeated and driven out of Greater Poland, escaped again to Racibórz (1231), 
where in the same year he ended his life, having transferred the rights to Greater Poland to 
Henry the Bearded.
Then Konrad appeared at the gates of Krakow and began the construction of a stronghold in 
Smardzewice, during which he joined the knights of Krakow and Sandomierz (October 1231).
Among this knighthood, we recognize representatives of the Foxes, Swans, Odrowąż, Janins, 
and Awdaniecs, but the absence of Gryfits is noticeable.
The participation of Awdaniecs is even relatively large.
Next to Pakosław the Younger, who at that time held both the highest offices in Sandomierz, 
the palace and the castellan, and Pakosław the Elder, who held the Wiślica castellany 
alongside the Dowager Duchess, there are from our family at the rally in Smardzewice: 
Dobiesław Szczedrzykowic, Piotr Dobieszewic, and, most interestingly, Pakosław 
Henrykowic de Silesia.
Due to the absence of Henry the Bearded, it can be assumed that Pakosław Henrykowic 
appeared at the rally as an emissary of the Prince of Silesia (just as Odonic's emissary could 
have been the unknown Mikołaj Wojciechowic de Polonia).
We can assume that the subject of the meeting was the fate of the Dowager Duchess and her 
only son, and an agreement was reached between the two princes on this point.
The intermediary role of the Awdaniecs is very likely here.
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From the moment of regaining the favor of Bolesław Konradowic, who recalled them from 
exile, their position in Sandomiersk was as strong as ever before.
At the same time, however, they were able to maintain relations with the Bearded Man and 
his Krakow supporters, especially with the Griffins, of whom Theodore took over the Krakow
palace after Mark (1231).
There can also be no doubt that it was thanks to the Awdaniecs that Princess Grzymisława 
issued Teodor a document approving his donation to the widow Goworkowa.
Well, in this document Awdańce and Gryfici testify side by side.
All this allows us to assume that both princes, looking for an agreement, entrusted the 
Awdaniecs with the role of mediation, and the presence of the Silesian Awdaniec at Konrad's 
rally in Smardzewice gives quite strong grounds for this assumption.

The rapprochement between Henry and Konrad led to a meeting of both princes near 
Skaryszów the following year.



And here the intermediary role of the Awdaniecs becomes very clear.
We will meet both Pakosławs, the Elder and the Younger, together with their brothers
first (in September 1232) at Konrad, and soon afterwards (in October) at Henry the Bearded, 
who was traveling with Konrad.
The mediation of the Awdance family, zealous guardians of young Leszkowic's rights, 
becomes particularly important in the light of the fact that around this time Bolesław son of 
Konrad gave up his place in Sandomierz to Grzymisław and the Chaste.
That this happened in these relations thanks to and with the participation of the Awdaniecs, 
there seems to be no doubt.

The successful outcome of the Leszkowic case allowed Pakosław Lasocic to fulfill his vow, 
probably made earlier, to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1233, while Pakosław 
Wojciechowic retained the office of voivode in Sandomierz, alongside the Dowager Duchess 
and her son, and retained an influential position, revealed by the fact that he independently 
held meetings with officials and district knights, issuing documents on various transactions in 
the prince's stead.
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The temporary truce and domestic peace were disturbed by events in Greater Poland, where 
some of the knights rebelled against Odonicus (1233), dissatisfied - according to the 
Chronicle of Greater Poland - with the excessive privilege given to the clergy by this prince.
However, it seems that apart from this, there were other reasons of a political nature, dating 
back to even earlier times.
The allied knights are undoubtedly, at least for the most part, former supporters of 
Spindleshanks.
After his fall and death, faithful to the last will of their master, they appointed the Bearded 
One, who did not hesitate to quickly claim the Greater Poland heritage.
The question arises as to what position the Awdaniecs took towards these events.
Unfortunately, we do not have direct data to draw firm conclusions in this direction, but there 
is no lack of grounds to assume that the Awdaniecs, as recent supporters of Laskonogi and 
sympathizers of Beard in Lesser Poland, were on the side of the revolt against Odonic, even if
they did not take even a direct part in it.

It is necessary to take into account the fact that the appointment of the Beard to Greater 
Poland was in the interest of the Awdaniec family, as it led to the unification in the hands of 
this prince of three Polish districts (Silesia, Lesser Poland and Greater Poland), where the 
oldest and most numerous estates of our family were located.
The unification of the family branches, the lands inhabiting these lands and their estates under
the rule of one ruler, must have contributed to strengthening the strength of the family, which 
had suffered from the previous disruption, undermining its political solidarity and, therefore, 
internal cohesion.
For this reason, I believe that the Greater Poland Awdaniecs cooperated with those families 
that rose up against Odonic and called Henry the Bearded into their fold.

Henry's expedition to Greater Poland, ultimately unsuccessful, brought sabotage to Lesser 
Poland from Konrad, allied with Odonicus.
This prince, having treacherously captured Grzymisława and Bołek, imprisoned them in the 
Sieciechów castle, of course under the guard of the Toporczyks residing there and devoted to 
him, while he himself tormented the lands of Krakow and Sandomierz with severe invasions.
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Bolko, having escaped from Konrad's captivity with the help of the Gryfit family, returned to 
his homeland, where Zawichost and Sandomierz were the first to open their gates to him.
Well, there can be no doubt that in the recuperation of Sandomierz he was helped primarily by
the faithful Awdańce.
After all, their estates were located near Sandomierz and Zawichost, and the Sandomierz 
stronghold itself was guarded by voivode Pakosław Wojciechowie.

The joint expedition of Polish princes against the Prussians at the end of 1233 only postponed
the fight, which broke out the following year with doubled force.
Henry, supported by the knights of Sandomierz, undoubtedly led by voivode Pakosław, 
attacked Odonic again, this time more effectively, and took from him the entire western part 
of Greater Poland, up to the Warta River (as a result of which the area of the Awdaniec family
nest in the Krzywińsk land came under his rule), which Odonic approved in the treaty of 
September 23, 1234.
For the Awdaniecs, this result of the fight was of great importance due to the achieved merger 
of family estates under the rule of one prince, which made me understand that the bonds of 
our family with the Bearded One, as the lord of the united districts, were even stronger.
The trust was mutual: the Beard entrusted Pakosław with the castellany of Krakow (1234), 
while the palace was still in the hands of Teodor Gryfit.

Meanwhile, Konrad, as in the previous year, tried to weaken the Beard's forces and take over 
Krakow with new invasions.
For this purpose, he enshrines the monastery of ędrzejów and the churches of Prandociński 
and Szkalmir, settling the Masovian knights in their vicinity.
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The question why he especially strengthened these points is answered by the fact that these 
were the main centers of the three most powerful Krakow families, now devoted to Henry: 
Jędrzejów-Gryfits, Prandocin-Odrowąż, and Szkalmirz-Awdaniecs. Konrad, having occupied 
these castles, could hold all the knights of the above-mentioned families.
Henry, for his part, built wooden forts nearby and filled them with knights, mostly Silesians, 
whose traces survived into later times.

Bolko the Chaste, threatened by Konrad in Sandomierz, left the town under the guard of the 
faithful voivode Pakosław, and entrusted himself to the care of Henry the Bearded, who 
assigned him the Skała castle as a shelter.
Henry's victorious peace with Odonicus, which we mentioned above, apparently prompted 
Conrad to make arrangements.
At the rally in Luchan' (1234), there are numerous knights from various families belonging to 
both camps.
There are representatives of those devoted to Henry the Bearded: Gryfit, Awdaniec, Lis and 
Łabędz, as well as Konrad's supporters - Toporczyk and Pował.
The Awdaniecs are represented by Pakosław the Elder, as the castellan of Kraków, and 
Szczedrzyk, who may be identical with a contemporary member of the Greater Poland branch
of this name.

At the Luchański meeting, Konrad recognized Bolek the Chaste's rights to Sandomierz, 
retaining only the northern part of his land, i.e. the Żarnów castellany and the Skrzyń territory,
the Łabędz family nest.



This arrangement brought a temporary peace between the competitors.
In 1235, Henry the Bearded may have taken part in an expedition against the Prussians, in 
which the Lesser Poland knights from the families of Gryfit, Lis, Łabędz and Awdaniec took 
part, the latter under the leadership of Pakosław the Elder.
But the peace had no lasting foundations, because both Odonic and Konrad were burning with
the desire for revenge and recouping their losses.
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While Odonic was tearing up the border on the Warta (1235-1236), attracting the Bearded's 
retaliatory expeditions there, Konrad managed to take control of Radom, where he placed his 
son Bolesław.
No wonder that in these conditions the Chaste did not dare to return to Sandomierz and stayed
in Krakow, where he felt safer under the care of the families devoted to him.
Trusting in the faithful services of voivode Pakosław, he gave him full governorship power in 
Sandomiersko.
An interesting light on this outstanding position of Pakosław is shed by the document of 
Bolesław the Chaste for Miechów issued in Skała on June 6, 1235, in which, giving his 
consent to the sale of certain estates in the Sandomierskie province, he expressly reserves the 
approval of this transaction by his voivode Pakosław and refers the parties to him for the 
privilege.

In turn, a question arises as to what the attitude of the knights settled in the northern part of 
Sandomierski was towards the new lord, Bolesław Konradowic, and indirectly towards 
Konrad himself.
This question requires an answer because of the Awdaniec family, which, as we know, had 
ancient estates in the Radomsko region.
Well, as far as we can gather from scant sources, this relationship was friendly.
This was apparently influenced by the memory of Bolesław's gentle rule in Sandomiersk in 
the years 1230-1232.
It is enough to point out that Marek Gryfita, who was the castellan of Radom in 1233 under 
the rule of Bolesław the Chaste, remained in his position and appeared at Bolesław 
Konradowic's side in 1237.
The same can be noticed in the attitude of the Awdaniec people towards this prince.
There are several members of this family at his court at that time: his court chaplain is 
Pakosław, and in his entourage we meet Jaszczołd, the son of Wit, undoubtedly Awdanc.
The most interesting thing, however, is the fact that Pakosław Lasocic, until recently the 
castellan of Krakow, appears in 1237 in Bolesław Konradowic's document as the castellan of 
Żarnów, which was a town under the rule of this prince.
This approach of the Awdaniecs to Konradowic was probably influenced by the fact that 
today the Masovian branch of this family enjoyed considerable importance in Konrad's court.
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Its treasurer was Lasota, its court judge was Dobiesław, and both were Awdance’s.
Pakosław of Żeromin, the Kielce custodian, was favored by Konrad and approved his 
adoption act at that time.
Moreover, the modi vivendi between Konrad and the families devoted to the cause of Henry 
the Bearded was undoubtedly facilitated by the temporary agreement between these princes, 
manifested in the fact that Konrad, apparently content for the time being with winning 
Radomski for his son, abandoned Odonic and did not prevent Henry the Bearded's revenge 
expedition against him, which went as far as Giecz (1237).
Gryfice, Lisy and Awdańce, including Pakosław Lasocic, took part in this expedition.



After this expedition, Pakosław Lasocic's attitude towards Henry the Bearded became even 
closer.
When the Kraków voivode Teodor Gryfita died at the end of 1237 or the beginning of the 
following year, Henry appointed Pakosław to this position.

But the inter-district peace did not last long - it was soon disturbed by the death of the 
Bearded Man, in March 1238.
When his son Henry the Pious took over from him in Krakow, Konrad immediately claimed 
his former rights to care for Bolko the Chaste, at the same time revealing his claims to the 
seat of Krakow in the inscription dux Cracoviae, which he began to use in documents.
Due to this new division between the princes, there was another division among the families 
that had recently enjoyed the common trust of the Bearded and Konrad.
The entire Lis family probably agreed with Konrad, who appointed his representative, 
Mścigniew, to the position of voivode in his Łęczyca district.
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The Gryfites declared themselves unreservedly on the side of Henry the Pious, because he 
entrusted the office of voivode of Krakow to Włodzimierz Gryfita, Teodor's brother, removing
Pakosław Lasocic, who, apparently wanting to remain neutral towards both rivals, sought 
support, as in 1230, for Bolesław the Chaste, taking over the Wiślica castellany for the second
time in his life.

The conquest of the rest of Greater Poland by Henry the Pious and the subsequent exile and 
death of Odonicus (June 1239) contributed to the intensification of the antagonism between 
the two princes.
Konrad, not feeling strong enough towards Henry, tried to win Bolesław the Chaste to his 
side.
The meeting of Konrad with Bolesław and Grzymisław in Przedbórz in July 1239 
undoubtedly meant a rapprochement between these princes.
The following people take part in the Przedbork meeting with Bolesław, Awdańce: both 
Pakosławs, the elder one, the castellan of Wiśnicz and the younger one, the voivode of 
Sandomierz, and Michał Piotrkowic, the czesnik of Sandomierz.
The agreement between the two princes was probably reached with the outstanding 
cooperation of the Awdaniecs.
It can be assumed that it was at this meeting that the marriage between Bolesław and Kinga, 
the Hungarian princess, was arranged, which took place in the same year.
According to one of the later documents, it happened thanks to Wisław, the bishop of Krakow,
and the barons of Krakow.
Well, Bishop Wisław was also present at the Przedborz meeting, and when it comes to which 
Krakow barons could have matched Bolesław with the Hungarian princess, we will first point
to the Awdaniecs, as traditional friends of Hungary and supporters of the alliance with this 
neighbor.
Their presence at the meeting in Przedbórz only strengthens our assumption.

The year 1241 came and with it a terrible Tatar invasion, which took the most victims from 
among the Sandomir and Krakow knights and inflicted the most severe wounds on these two 
districts.
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The Awdaniec family suffered particularly heavy losses, as the chain of their Vistula 
settlements lay on the Tatar route.



How many members of our family fell on the battlefields is unknown – sources mention only 
two Awdaniecs who met a glorious end: Michał Przedwojowic, who fell at Tursko, and 
Pakosław Wojciechowic, Voivode of Sandomierz, who perished at Chmielnik.

The death of Henry the Pious on the hills of Lignica (April 9, 1241) shook the foundations of 
the monarchy, created and held together by the strong hands of both Henrys (the Pious and the
Bearded).
The walls of the building began to crack, the ligaments loosened, and the entire edifice began 
to totter, as no hand could save it from destruction. The harsh rule of Silesian officials, who 
ruled under the minor sons of Henry the Pious, failed to curb separatist tendencies in Greater 
and Lesser Poland and only accelerated the severance of ties with Silesia.

In Greater Poland, later that year, Odonic's sons, Przemysł and Bolesław, took power. The 
vast majority of the knights supported them, not only his former supporters but also 
supporters of Spindleshanks and later Silesian dukes, such as Leszczyce, Nałęcze, and others.

Only small border areas of Greater Poland, including the Krzywiń Land, remained in Silesian 
hands for some time, but even this, after the capture of Przemęt, fell to Odonic's sons.

The Silesian rule there had strong support from the Silesian knights, who were established in 
large numbers by both Henrys throughout this borderland.
However, there is no doubt that the Awdańce family immediately declared their support for 
Przemysł and Bolesław, who, after driving out the Silesians, entrusted them with guarding 
this borderland outpost, so closely linked to them by the bonds of ancient settlement. Here, 
Szczedrzyk Szczedrzykowic assumed the castellany of Krzywin as early as 1242 and held it 
for over 36 years.
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At the same time, Silesian rule in Lesser Poland collapsed.
In Kraków, Henry the Pious's son, Bolesław Rogatka, initially gained recognition, relying on 
the rather strong Silesian party led by the Kraków Voivode, Klemens of Ruszcza, a Gryfit. 
However, the anti-Silesian party, led, it seems, by the Lis family, summoned Konrad of 
Masovia to the Kraków throne.

Konrad's conquest of Kraków was undoubtedly facilitated by the schism that had developed 
within the most prominent knightly families.

This phenomenon, previously rare and exceptional, now occurred among a number of 
families, threatening over time their internal cohesion.
This schism is most clearly visible in the Gryfit family, which, until then, had always stood 
unitedly on the side of the Silesian Piast line, now split into two camps.
The branch of the lords of Ruszcza, descended from Sulisław, who died at Lignica, namely 
Klemens, Sulek, and Tomko, led the Silesian faction, which proclaimed Bolesław Rogatka as 
lord. Meanwhile, the branch associated with the Staniątki monastery, the brothers of its 
founder Klemens, castellan of Kraków, namely Andrzej, bishop of Płock from 1240, Janko, 
castellan of Oświęcim, and Wierzbięta, abbot of Staniątki, sided with Konrad.



Klemens of Ruszcza, behind the fierce defense of the castle of Skały, surrendered to Konrad 
after failing to receive Silesian relief.
The Toporczyk family also split. Thus, the branch on Niedźwiedź declared for Bolesław 
Rogatka, while the rest of the family remained loyal to Konrad.
The court also included the Odrowąż family: the Dobiesławowicz court sided with Konrad, 
and the Chodcza court sided with Bolesław.
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Only the Lis family remained loyal to Konrad, and Mściwój, voivode of Łęczyca, took over 
the Kraków palace.
The Awdaniec family also suffered a schism: while the Masovian Awdaniecs stood steadfastly
by Konrad, the Silesian representatives of the family did not abandon their lord, Bolesław the 
Horned.

But the most significant and influential branch of the Awdaniecs of Lesser Poland remained 
loyal to Bolesław the Chaste, who was meanwhile wandering in Hungary and Moravia.

Seeing a significant portion of the Lesser Poland knighthood opposed to him, Konrad resorted
to deception and violence. He imprisoned Klemens of Ruszcza and, summoning the knights 
to Skalmierz, captured several other supporters of Bolesław the Chaste and took them to 
Masovia (June 1242).
Meanwhile, Wstydliwy's supporters who had escaped Konrad's captivity, as well as his 
escaped prisoners, brought the young prince to Poland, who soon managed to capture 
Kraków.

The decisive battle took place in May 1243 at Suchodół, where the knights of Lesser Poland, 
who had sided with Bolesław the Chaste, were led by Klemens of Ruszcza, Voivode of 
Kraków from the Gryf family, and Floryan Wojciechowic, Voivode of Sandomierz from the 
Awdaniec family. The victory, to which the Awdaniecs contributed in no small part, handed 
over rule in Lesser Poland to Bolesław the Chaste.

The victory at Suchodół was also a victory for the Awdaniecs' long-standing political 
program, which had persistently aimed to place Leszkowy's son on the throne of Kraków.
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Thanks to him, the Awdaniecs once again rose to the forefront of society, holding high offices 
in the Bolesławów district: the Kraków castellany went to Michał Piotrowic, the Sandomierz 
Voivodeship to Floryan Wojciechowic, one of the commanders from Suchodół, and the 
Sandomierz castellany to Pakosław Lasocic.

Only the Kraków palatine remained in the hands of Konrad's second victor, Klemens Gryfita, 
to whom Bolesław the Chaste owed much and decorated him accordingly, but obviously, as a 
Gryfita, he could not have trusted Awdaniec as much. For this reason, I consider it likely that 
this moment of special trust and favor toward Michał Piotrowic contributed largely, if not 
exclusively, to his being promoted as the Castellan of Kraków over Clement, the Voivode. 
This, through ten years of practical application, could have led to the familiar precedence of 
the Castellan of Kraków over the Voivode.

The fact that this custom first came into effect during Michał Piotrowic's castellanship 
strongly supports this.
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But the Battle of Suchodół is of particular significance in the history of knightly families for 
another reason.
There is no doubt that in it, members of the same clan fought against each other, perhaps for 
the first time to such an extent.
This was a consequence of the schism that had already occurred within the clans.

Regarding the Awdaniec clans, on the one hand, Awdaniec clans from Lesser Poland fought in
Bolesław's camp, and on the other, Konrad's camp included, in addition to Awdaniec clans 
from Masovia, probably also representatives of the clan from Greater Poland.

We know that Przemyśl of Greater Poland, to whom the local Awdaniec clans were loyal, 
came to Konrad's aid.

* * *

The feudal fragmentation that Poland suffered in the second half of the 13th century further 
undermined the unity of the old knightly clans.

Conversely, one could say that this regional particularism, which lost all thought of state 
unity, also had its source, in part, in the separatism of families.
Undoubtedly, both of these symptoms went hand in hand: individual family branches, bound 
by local relations to the interests of their districts, lost their sense of family-wide goals; along 
with younger families whose settlement did not extend beyond the borders of a given district, 
these family branches followed the policies of their immediate rulers, who, having become 
tools in the hands of foreign, powerful neighbors, constantly fought each other, ravaging each 
other's lands and seizing border areas from each other.

Hence, the fraternal struggle of knights in hostile camps, regardless of family ties, became a 
common and chronic phenomenon.
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If we add to this that in every region there are almost always malcontents, supported by 
foreign princes and ready for covert betrayal or open rebellion against their lords, we 
understand the extent of the slackening that gripped internal life in Poland at the time.
This general decline in family solidarity did not spare the Awdaniec family, manifesting itself 
especially glaringly in the context of Silesia's political relations with Greater and Lesser 
Poland.

In Greater Poland, after the fall of Silesian rule, sympathies for the Silesian princes continued,
finding support not only among the minor knights, once settled here by the Henrys, but also 
among powerful families originally from Greater Poland. The Silesian party, seeking to place 
Duke Bolesław the Horned on the throne of Greater Poland, was led by the Nałęcz family. 
While they had no family or property ties to Silesia, they were motivated by a traditional 
aversion to the House of Odonic, which had already found expression in their support for 
Spindleshanks and later both Henrys of Silesia.
They found it easy to gain supporters among the knights, dissatisfied with the excessive 
privileges accorded to the Church of Poznań.
The unrest, which had already manifested itself in 1244, erupted in a rebellion in 1248.
However, the Awdańcy of Greater Poland did not join the conspiracy this time.



Along with the Leszczycs, Grzymalits, Łodzias, Pałukis, and others, they were among the 
families that rallied to the rightful heirs of the Greater Poland region. Szczedrzyk, the 
castellan of Krzywiła, appears in contemporary documents of Przemysł, who, by vigorously 
opposing the rebellion's leaders, nipped it in the bud.

In the first partition of Greater Poland, carried out by Odonic's sons in 1247, the Krzywiła 
seat of the Awdaniec family fell to Bolesław the Pious.

The second partition in 1249, which granted Przemysł the entire western part of the country, 
also gave him the Awdaniec family seat.
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The cause of the conflict between the brothers, which ended with Bolesław's imprisonment 
(1250).
During this battle, which once again divided the Greater Poland knighthood into two camps 
(1250-1253), the Awdańce, along with the Łódź, Zaręba, Leszczyce, and Grzymały, sided 
with Przemysł, against Bolesław, who was supported by the Pałucy, Niałki, Nałęcze, and 
perhaps even part of the Zaręba.
After the brothers reconciled, a new division of the patrimony was made, in which the 
southern part of Greater Poland with Kalisz was incorporated into Bolesław's Gniezno 
division, with the exception of the Krzywiriska land, the Awdańce's nest, which remained 
with Przemyśl. Apparently, Przemysł wanted to hold this important corner of the country on 
the border of Silesia in his own hands, and he could confidently entrust its guardianship to the
Awdaniec family, who were devoted to him, in particular Szczedrzyk Szczedrzykowic, the 
castellan of Krzywin, whose brother Pakosław, the court huntsman, was Przemysł's favorite, 
undoubtedly mourned by him bitterly when he fell in battle with Świętopełk at Nakło in 1255.

From among the Awdaniecs, Przemysł also chose one of the hostages (Janusz Dobiesławic of 
Pniewy) given to Świętopełk in 1267.

When, after Przemysł's death (1257), Bolesław assumed power over all of Greater Poland, he 
found in the Awdaniecs faithful guardians of his southern borderlands. To strengthen it in 
1267, he built a stronghold in Dupin, a border settlement belonging to Szczedrzyk Awdaniec, 
and entrusted its defense to another member of this family, Ziemięta, as castellan.
183/74
The position of the Silesian branch of the Awdaniec family regarding Bolesław the Rogatka's 
claims to Greater Poland in 1248 is unclear due to a lack of source data.
It is difficult to base any firm conclusions on the fact that Lasota Awdaniec, who was 
castellan of Lignite from 1242 to 1245, disappears from Bolesław the Rogatka's documents 
during his battles with Konrad of Głogów and his Greater Poland allies (1249), but reappears 
two years later in Konrad's entourage (if this is the same Lasota).

However, the role of the Awdaniec family becomes more evident in the context of events that 
unfolded in the 1270s, when Poland was drawn into the vortex of warfare between its two 
neighbors, Bohemia and Hungary.
Both these states sought to draw the Polish Piasts into their sphere of influence and bind them
with an alliance. When both Bolesławs, the Chaste and the Pious, and some of the Kuyavian-
Masovian princes joined the Hungarian camp, the Silesian Piasts found themselves on the 
Czech side.



The Awdalic family, as well as other families branching out on both sides, once again faced 
division, which was most clearly revealed in 1271, when Ottokar of Bohemia, supported by 
the Silesian princes, launched a major expedition into Hungary, while simultaneously, 
Hungary's allies, Bolesław the Chaste and Bolesław the Pious, invaded the Duchy of 
Wrocław.
In this invasion, which included the estates of the Wrocław bishopric near Milicz, among the 
knights of the Rawicz clans; The Toporów, Lisów, Okszów, Łodziów, Porajów, and 
Wyszkotów were attended by numerous Awdaniecs from both Lesser and Greater Poland, 
namely Lasota, Castellan of Sądecki, Przedwój, Castellan of Sieradz, Szczedrzyk, Castellan 
of Krzywiń, Ziemięta, Castellan of Dupin, Michał, Treasurer of Sieradz, Wilczek Michałowic,
Dobiesław Pakosławic, and Jan of Słupia.

The predominance of the Awdaniecs from Greater Poland is explained by the fact that they 
were the closest neighbors of the Milicz estate of the Wrocław bishopric in the Krzywiń land.
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The complete agreement on the political orientation of both Bolesławs (married to the 
daughters of Béla IV of Hungary) united the two branches of the Awdaniec family devoted to 
them under a common banner.
However, the Silesian branch of the family was missing, which remained in the opposing 
camp.
We know that the Silesian Awdaniecs, especially the Zdzieszyc family, remained steadfast 
with the Duke of Wrocław, against whom the expedition was directed.

As early as 1257, Pakosław Zdzieszyc appeared at the court of Henry III, a constant 
companion of the Wrocław princes from then on. We encounter him immediately before and 
after the invasion of Milicz in 1271, alongside the Wrocław princes.

A favorite of Henryk Probus, he became his court marshal, while his brother Henryk held the 
office of Wrocław chamberlain. There can be no doubt, therefore, that the events of 1271 
divided the Awdaniec family and that their Silesian branch came into conflict with other lines,
primarily those of Lesser Poland, Greater Poland, and Sieradz.

Closely related to the events presented here, and as a further consequence of the participation 
of Polish princes in the Czech-Hungarian conflict, was the rebellion of some of the Lesser 
Poland knights in 1273 against Bolesław the Chaste in favor of Władysław, Duke of Opole.
This matter has been exhaustively discussed in our scholarship against the background of 
family relations, so I will limit myself to presenting the role played by the Awdaniecs in these 
events.

First of all, it should be noted that the overall influence and significance of the Lesser Poland 
Awdaniecs diminished significantly in the second half of the 13th century.
The Pakosław era passed, and the last influential member of this branch of the family was 
Michał Piotrowic, who disappeared after 1253.

Afterward, no Awdaniecs attained the office of voivode or castellan in Kraków or 
Sandomierz, and the family had to settle for secondary castellanies (in Sącz and Wojnicz) or 
even lower offices (chamberlains, masters of the steward's chair, masters of the horse, 
standard-bearers).



This phenomenon undoubtedly stems from the family's impoverishment, which was again a 
result of proliferation and division of property.
Following this impoverishment of the Awdallcs, the leading role in Lesser Poland passed to 
other families, primarily the Starżów, who, however, also suffered political fragmentation, 
and later to the Gryfit and Rawicz families.
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Nevertheless, in the face of the rebellion of the Lesser Poland knights against Bolesław the 
Chaste in 1273, instigated and led by the Starżowie family, the role of the Awdaniecs was 
quite pronounced.

Always faithful to son of Leszek the White, they remained steadfast with him and with their 
designated successor in Kraków, Leszek the Black.

Skarbimir, the chamberlain of Kraków, later castellan of Wojnicz (brother of Lasota, voivode 
of Sądecczyzna, who participated in the expedition against Milicz), and later Skarbimir, the 
equerry of Kraków, appeared at the side of Bolesław the Chaste at this critical time.

In Leszek the Black's entourage in Sieradz, we encounter Skarhimir, master of the hunt, and 
Pakosław, standard-bearer, both Awdarics, contemporaneously (1272).

The rift between the Silesian and other branches of the Awdaniec clan continued and became 
acute again in 1281, when a conflict arose in Silesia between Henry IV Probus, Duke of 
Wrocław, and Henry of Głogów and Henry of Lignice, on whose side Przemysł II sided.
Henry IV Probus treacherously imprisoned his opponents, forcing them to make political and 
territorial concessions.
Alongside Henry IV, we see the Grzymalits, Biberskinis, Wisemburgs, Rogals, Kopasins, and 
others, also the ever-faithful Awdaniec, and Pakosław Zdzieszyc, the court marshal of the 
prince.
Interestingly, some of the Awdaniec clans from Wrocław found themselves in the opposing 
camp. 
The Awdaniec was probably Jaśko Queliz (Kiełcz), son of Paweł, owner of parts of the village
of Jaskotel near Wrocław, which he exchanged with Przemysław II in 1281 for Drożyn, or 
Łagiewniki, in Greater Poland.

Apparently, this was a relocation of the Awdaniecs to the Greater Poland settlement as a result
of Jaśko's policies hostile to the Duke of Wrocław.
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At that time, Duke Przemysł II was also zealously supported by the Greater Poland branch of 
the Awdaniec family, forming a cohesive camp with the Łódź, Nałęcz, Leszczyce, Oksza, and 
others.

Finally, it is known that Leszek the Black was among the allies of the princes humiliated by 
Probus, and also came to the aid of the imprisoned princes.
In the following years, 1282 and 1285, Leszek the Black himself was threatened by a 
rebellion of the Kraków knights, instigated by the same malcotes who had organized the 
previous rebellion in 1273.
Although direct evidence is lacking, it can be assumed that the Awdaniec family, both in the 
1273 rebellion and in the two subsequent conspiracies against Leszek the Black, did not 
participate and were rather among the supporters of the prince.



While the rebellions in Lesser Poland were sparked in the interests and at the instigation of 
Władysław, Duke of Opole, Henry IV of Wrocław incited a rebellion of some knights in 
Greater Poland against Przemysł II in 1284, led by the Zaremba family.
The Awdańcy family then sided with the rightful ruler, and Stefan Szczedrzykowic, castellan 
of Krob, for services rendered to Przemysł II, obtained from him a privilege for his estates in 
1284.

The Awdańcy family is increasingly receding from the arena of public life.
In the events unfolding in the last decade of the 13th century, they are almost unheard of.
We know nothing about their position in Lesser Poland after the death of Leszek the Black 
towards Henry IV and his rivals: Konrad Czersk, later Bolesław Płock, and finally Łokietek 
(1288).
Since Henryk Probus obtained the throne of Kraków under the will of Leszek the Black, it 
can be assumed that the Awdaniecs stood more on the grounds of traditional legitimism than 
in the camp of those princes, who were led by the former rebels, led by Bishop Paweł 
Przemankowski, against whom our family had previously taken a firm stance.
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Later, however, when, after the death of Henryk Probus (1290), Przemysław II came to 
Kraków to take over the throne of Kraków, bequeathed to him by Probus's will, there were no 
Awdaniecs among the knights surrounding him from the Starże, Lisy, Łabędź, and other 
families.

However, among the entourage of Łokietek, we encounter Mścigniew, the castellan of 
Radom, likely identical to the son of Pakosław the Elder of the same name.

Along with Łokietek, we also see undoubted Awdaniecs later, such as Pakosław, the 
Archdeacon of Kraków and chancellor of Łokietek, and Skarbimir, the chamberlain of 
Sieradz. Although Pakosław, after Łokietek renounced his claim to Kraków in favor of 
Wenceslaus, submitted to the orders of the Czech king and even served as chancellor under 
him for a time, he later joined Łokietek again (1298-1302).

After the tragic death of Przemysł II (1296), whose moral perpetrators were the Zarembas and
the opposition that gathered around them, the Awdańcy of Greater Poland undoubtedly 
belonged to that part of the knighthood that brought Władysław the Elbow-high to the throne, 
contrary to Przernysło's will, which transferred his rights to Greater Poland to Henry of 
Głogów.
This position of the Awdańcy, despite the lack of direct source data, can be inferred from the 
family's earlier attitude toward Przemysł, whose—as we have seen—the Awdańcy were 
ardent supporters.
Just as they had previously resisted being drawn into a conspiracy against Przemysł, so now 
they undoubtedly sided with the Łódź, Pałuki, Oksza, and Doliwa families, supporting 
Łokietek, and against the Zarębians, who supported Henry of Głogów.

This conjecture must be supplemented by the observation that the Awdaniecs of Greater 
Poland generally did not play a prominent political role at the time, were absent from 
influential official positions, and are even difficult to trace among the witnesses to the treaty 
concluded between Łokietek and Henry in March 1296, even though this treaty was 
concluded in Krzywiń, the long-standing seat of the Awdaniecs.
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The Treaty of Krzywiliska, by granting Henry of Głogów the entire western and southern part
of Greater Poland, also separated the Awdaniec family seat, located on the left bank of the 
Obra river, from the Łokietek family's leases.

Coming under Głogów's rule, the Awdaniecs, as well as other families ceded to Łokietek and 
possessing their main estates in the ceded part of the country (e.g., Łodziów and Nałęcze), 
remained loyal to Łokietek and undoubtedly facilitated his soon-to-be-fought struggle against 
Henry of Głogów (1297).
While we cannot trace any Greater Poland Awdaniec in Łokietek's documents from the period
of this struggle (1297-1299), we do encounter a Silesian Awdaniec in one of these documents 
from 1298, in the person of the already renowned knight Lutek Pakosławic.

There was a schism among the Silesian branch of the Awdaniec family, dating back to the 
time of Henryk Probus.

After his death (1290), it continued amidst the dispute over Wrocław that erupted between 
Henryk of Głogów and Henryk of Lignica.
While Głogów was mainly supported by families of German origin: the Baruts, Rechenbergs, 
Loebels, Kietliczes, de Derowie, and others, including one Awdaniec, namely Sulko Lasocic, 
Probus's former supporters, representing mostly the Old Polish families of the Grzymalitas, 
Oksz, Rogala, and others, opposed his will and declared their support for Henry V of Lignica.

Among them were also Awdaniecs from the Zdzieszyce line, namely the already familiar 
Pakosław and Henryk of Zdzieszyce.

Pakosław belonged to the most secret ducal council and enjoyed the friendship and absolute 
trust of Henryk of Lignica.

This relationship, however, was suddenly disrupted and ended in disaster for Pakosław.
According to the Silesian Chronicle, he accidentally killed a certain knight, and when the 
deceased's relatives complained to the Duke, he showed no remorse and made no secret of his
guilt, behaving defiantly towards him, thus incurring the Duke's wrath and a death sentence.
Perhaps, beyond this private basis of Pakosław's conflict with the Duke, there were political 
motives, and that Pakosław conspired against Henry of Lignica with the Duke of Głogów.
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This conjecture is suggested by the fact that Pakosław's son Lutko, motivated, admittedly, by 
a sense of revenge for his father's death, entered into collusion with Henry of Głogów and, 
after attacking Henry of Lignica in the baths in Wrocław, kidnapped him in Sandowl (1293) 
and handed him over to his rival for torture.

However, having obtained amnesty from Henry of Lignica for himself and his family in 1294,
he no longer considered supporting Henry of Głogów.

When, in 1297, another fight broke out between Łokietek and Henry of Głogów for Greater 
Poland, Lutko appeared in Łokietek's camp.

We meet him at the end of December 1298 with Łokietek in Kalisz.



The fact that the Silesian Awdaniec, one of the most famous knights of his time, sided with 
the prince, whom his family had always zealously supported, takes on particular significance 
in the light of the fact that the fight between Łokietek and his ally Bolesław of Masovia 
against Henry of Głogów in 1297-1298 took place on the territory of the Awdaniec family's 
seat. 
We know from Bolesław I of Masovia's 1298 privilege for the monastery in Jeżów that when 
Łokietek and Bolesław I were near the castle of Krzywinia during their expedition against 
Henry of Głogów, the abbot of the nearby Lubin Abbey, Marcin, not only hosted the princes 
at the monastery, but moreover, upon learning of a nighttime Silesian attack threatening the 
Polish army, he hurried to the Polish camp and warned them of the danger. 
Thanks to this, he not only thwarted the ambush but also enabled the princes to win victory 
over the enemy, who had been pursued all the way to Krzywiń. 
The thought arises that Łokietek chose this area for his camp and battle, because he had 
knights devoted to him there, primarily the Awdaniecs, and it is even possible that Abbot 
Marcin himself was an Awdaniec, which could be suggested by his name, which is quite 
common in this family. 
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The participation of the Awdaniecs on Łokietek's side in the battles of 1298 can be ascertained
to an even greater extent.

In the same document by Łokietek from December of that year, which is attested by a 
member of the Silesian branch of the Awdaniecs, Lutko Pakosławic, we encounter another 
Awdaniec, this time from Lesser Poland, and a rather distinguished figure: Pakosław, 
Archdeacon of Kraków and "Chancellor of Poland and Kraków."

This figure is already known to us as Łokietek's former court chancellor in 1292, i.e., at a 
time when the prince, holding out in the Sandomierz region, was engaged in a fierce battle 
with Wenceslaus of Bohemia for control of Kraków.
We know that even when some of Łokietek's supporters, led by Bishop Paweł 
Przemankowski, despairing of his victory, defected to Wenceslaus (September 1291), 
Chancellor Pakosław stuck with his former master and surrendered to Wenceslaus only when 
the defeated Łokietek withdrew from Lesser Poland.

In 1294-1295, Pakosław, as Chancellor of Kraków, was already in Wenceslaus's service.

Even more interesting is his appearance at Łokietek's in December 1298; it should be noted 
that this was a year after Łokietek recognized Wenceslaus's rights to Kraków and Sandomierz.
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Given that Pakosław was still with Władysław Łokietek in mid-January of the following year,
and even participated in the issuance of his documents, it is doubtful whether his stay with 
Władysław Łokietek was intended as a friendly mission on Wenceslaus' behalf, and it should 
rather be assumed that some collusion was involved, aimed at overthrowing Wenceslaus in 
Kraków in favor of Władysław Łokietek. 
The presence of Lutek Pakosławicz with Władysław Łokietek on the same document as 
Chancellor Pakosław indicates that this was clearly a broader action not only against 
Wenceslaus but also against Henry of Głogów, who, as is known, a few months earlier (June 
1298), in retaliation for Władysław Łokietek's expedition the previous year, had again 
invaded the Krzywin castellany and in Kościan had entered into collusion with Bishop 
Andrzej of Poznań, head of the Zaręba family, hostile to Władysław Łokietek. 



He then issued a generous privilege, promising the Bishop of Poznań, should he achieve the 
royal crown, to grant him and his successors the title of Chancellor of the Kingdom of Poland.

This promise directly undermined the position of Pakosław, who, in the aforementioned 
document by Łokietek from December 1298, uses the title of Chancellor of Poland and 
Kraków (and therefore not in the sense of Greater Poland).

In view of the known plots of the Zaręba family against Łokietek, the contemporary role of 
the Awdaniec family, as supporters of this prince, revealed here, takes on particular 
significance.
It is worth noting the significant fact that Łokietek was supported in Greater Poland by the 
most distinguished representatives of two branches of our family: Lutko Pakosławic, 
representing the Silesian branch (of which only Sulko Lasocic supported Głogowczyk), and 
Chancellor Pakosław, the distinguished representative of the Lesser Poland branch. Let us add
that the Awdaniecs also played a significant role in Łokietek's home region, Kujawy.
Until recently, Lupus of Kościelec held the highest office in Kujawy, that of Voivode of 
Brzesko.

Another Lupus was, in his day, the cupbearer of Łokietek's court.
The first's brother, Dobiesław, was the Inowrocław military officer and later the Brzesko-
Kujawy pantler.
The Kujawy line of the Awdaniecs also guarded Pomerania, whose fate was so dear to 
Łokietek's heart.
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We know that, alongside the Pomians, Leszczycs, and other Kuyavian families, they had 
numerous settlements near Bydgoszcz and Koronowo, between the mouth of the Brda River 
and the bend of the Noteć River, defending this only convenient passage from Kuyavia to 
Pomerania.

Considering all this, one must note a number of manifestations of the family's reawakening 
political solidarity, which was clearly consciously aimed at supporting Łokietek's attempts to 
unite the Polish provinces.

If a similar phenomenon were detected in relation to other old knightly families, which, 
despite their dispersion and the disastrous impact of the feudal fragmentation on family 
solidarity, retained a sense of community and undoubtedly felt the need to unite in a united 
state, we would gain a very interesting perspective on the rebirth of Poland's unity under 
Łokietek. The previously unknown and only intuitively ascertainable role of that primary 
political factor, knighthood, would come to light; Perhaps then, the family element would 
have become more prominent as the main lever in this work on unifying the provinces.

However, before a broader study in this direction could be undertaken, it was necessary to 
focus on this subject in a monograph on the Awdalic family.

The aspirations of the families devoted to Łokietek's cause failed to achieve their goal; the 
triumph was celebrated by the disastrous policies of the Zarębas, whom he unsuccessfully 
tried to win over.



Unable to control the internal discord in Greater Poland, which had reached its zenith there, 
Łokietek, excommunicated by Bishop Andrzej Zaręba, left the country at the beginning of the
new century and went into exile (1300).
Greater Poland was taken over by Wenceslaus of Bohemia, with the exception of the 
Zaobrzeg region, which Henry of Głogów retained in his hands.
The Greater Poland knighthood had to submit to the harsh but effective rule of the Czech 
starosts.
Their documents include not only the former opposition to Władysław Łokietek (such as the 
Zarębys), not only the new, newly settled families (such as the Wisemburgs), but also 
representatives of those families that supported Władysław Łokietek's rule (such as the 
Łodzias, Pałukis, and Okszyce).
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There are no Awdaniecs among them; however, this circumstance can easily be explained, on 
the one hand, by the increasingly waning influence of this family, and on the other, by the fact
that the core of the family, inhabiting the Krzywin region, remained under the dominion of 
Henry of Głogów.

There are indications that, after the departure of Łokietek from Greater Poland, the Awdańcy 
were reconciled with the Głogczyk family.
As early as June 1300, the Silesian Awdaniec Henryk Zdzieszyc, uncle of Lutek Pakosławic, 
appeared in the Duke's entourage.

Henry of Głogów must have been keen to acquire the Greater Poland branch of this family, 
nestled on the strategically important Obrzeg border. 
This was probably the purpose of this prince's privileged treatment of the Lubin monastery in 
1302.
Significantly, the same Abbot Marcin, probably from the Awdaniec family, who had stayed at 
Łokietek's monastery less than five years earlier and contributed to the defeat of the Silesian 
troops, now "for his honest and faithful services" received confirmation of his former 
privileges and new endowments for his abbey from Henry.

It should be added that the only Awdaniec who remained loyal to Głogowczyk and did not 
ally with Łokietek, Sulko Lasocic, received the castellany of Zbąszyń at that time.
It must be assumed that in Lesser Poland, the Awdaniecs also reconciled with the Czech ruler,
like other families who retained their positions or returned to their former offices, which, 
incidentally, had their power diminished in favor of the Czech starost.

We know this, at least, about Archdeacon Pakosław, who, despite his recent dealings with 
Łokietek, aimed against Czech rule, returned to his chancellorship in Kraków and continued 
to serve Wenceslaus.
Meanwhile, in 1304, Łokietek returned and, with Hungarian assistance, began the conquest of
Lesser Poland, first establishing himself in the Sandomierz region.
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The Starz, Lis, Bogory, Gryf, and Pobog families immediately supported him, with their most
prominent representatives, both voivodes and judges of Kraków and Sandomierz.
The participation of the Awdaniecs of Lesser Poland in supporting Łokietek is unknown, and 
it is difficult to speculate. However, it should be noted that the area around the bishopric of 
Pełczyska, occupied by Łokietek, was quite heavily occupied by the Awdaniecs.



The imprisonment of Count Pakosław by Bishop Jan Muskata of Kraków, a fierce enemy of 
Łokietek, might shed some light on the Awdaniecs' unfriendly stance towards Wenceslaus of 
Bohemia, if we were certain that this Pakosław was an Awdaniec and not a figure identical to 
the Kraków judge of the same name or another member of the Lis family.

However, it can be stated that the ties between the Awdaniecs and Henry of Głogów did not 
loosen when, after Wenceslaus III's death (1306), he reached out to the rest of Greater Poland.
Perhaps they did not support him as strongly as the Zarębas, Nałęczes, and Łodzias, who 
generally enjoyed greater influence and official positions. After all, the Awdaniecs did not 
follow the lead of the Pałukis and Leszczycs, who unquestioningly stood by Łokietek when 
he appeared at the eastern gates of Greater Poland.
The friendly relations between Głogowczyk and the Awdaniecs are illuminated by the fact 
that in 1307, the prince appeared as a witness on a document issued by Lutek Pakosławic and,
in the same year, issued a document for the already known abbot of Lubin, Marcin, who was 
also the prince's chaplain. The ducal document bears witness, among others, to Dobiesław of 
Osiek, the notorious Awdaniec.
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After the death of Henry of Głogów in 1309, rule in Greater Poland passed, initially jointly, to
his five sons.
The eldest, Henry II, reorganized two border counties of Greater Poland in 1310: Poniec and 
Góra. This is noteworthy because the Poniec county was densely settled by the Awdaniec 
clan.
What did this reorganization, undoubtedly with a distinctly political purpose, entail?
The Duke established the town of Poniec under German law and placed a district 
encompassing several dozen villages across the entire southern part of the Krzywin land 
under its jurisdiction.
He soon did the same with the town of Góra, placing a number of villages within a precisely 
defined territory under its jurisdiction.
The district thus encompasses a number of settlements, mostly knightly, which were 
previously undoubtedly under the jurisdiction of neighboring castellan strongholds: Krobia or
Krzywiń in the former case, and Sandowla in the latter.
Henry II's decree was therefore aimed at breaking up the stronghold organization in these two 
border counties and replacing them with towns as centers of administration and jurisdiction.
The spirit of this decree is clear and consistent with the entire system of government of the 
Dukes of Głogów, which was so succinctly characterized by the Greater Poland chronicler: 
"These princes, because they were young, were held and constrained by their counsel by the 
Germans... urging them to exterminate the entire Polish nation, the clergy, and especially the 
knights."
The organization of the Poniec and Góra counties was therefore aimed at subjecting the 
knighthood residing there to the rule of the towns, which, as is well known, were thoroughly 
German. 
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In the Poniec district, this decree affected primarily the Awdańce, inhabiting a significant 
portion of the villages under the jurisdiction of the town of Poniec.
The separation of the southern (Dupino) part of the family's nest from the oldest estate in the 
Krzywiń district must have been a severe blow for the Awdańce family.



The bitterness against the rule of the Głogów princes among the Greater Poland knights, 
which daily intensified their sympathy for Łokietek, led to the outbreak of a general uprising 
in 1313 led by the Nałęcz family.

When Łokietek, victorious in Lesser Poland, stood at the eastern gates of Greater Poland in 
early 1314, his former adversaries, along with his old friends, appeared with him. The first 
documents of this prince, issued after his return to Greater Poland, mention representatives 
not only of the Grzymała, Godziębie, Niesobie, and Doliwa families, but also of the Zaręba 
and Łodzia families, who were among the ardent supporters of Głogów.
The absence of the Awdaniec family from these documents could be explained by the fact that
the Greater Poland borderlands they settled in, perhaps not without the influence of the 
organization carried out there by the Dukes of Głogów, remained in Silesian hands for a 
longer period.
This is supported by the fact that even in early 1315, we encounter Silesian knights in Gostyń:
Zygfryd de Cedelicz and Herman de Koyen.
Generally, however, it must be stated that under Łokietek, the Awdaniec family completely 
disappeared from the political scene, both in Lesser Poland, Greater Poland, and Kujawy.
It is true that it is becoming increasingly difficult to recognize them by their names, which 
reveal the distinguished character of their family. 
It is nevertheless striking, especially after the period of their influence in the 13th century, that
from then on, we almost never encounter them, not only in higher but also in lower official 
positions.
This phenomenon, however, is not unique to the Avdarits.
It has also been demonstrated for other families, with the observation that Łokietek, at the 
expense of older and more powerful families, began to favor less prominent ones, which he 
sought to bind more closely to himself in this way.
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This policy towards knightly families was continued by his son, Casimir the Great.
Some old lordly families that played a leading role in the 13th century, such as the Odrowąż, 
Powali, Łabę, Awdańce, are giving way to new ones, mostly from Małopolska, which have 
not been mentioned in history until now: the Leliwits, Nagodzi, Bogory, Śreniawy, Niesobi 
and others.

Thanks to royal donations, these new families are placed on an appropriate property level and 
hold prominent official positions in the state.
The Awdaniecs, who actually started to leave the political arena already in the second half of 
the 13th century, now lose their influence and former importance under the rule of Łokietek 
and Casimir the Great.
With the exception of Dobiesław, a Kalisz judge, and two secondary castellans: Szczedrzyk 
Karzecki and Lasota Zadybski, none of the Awdancy, as far as sources can confirm, achieved 
any higher office in the 14th century, even though they were able to issue their own family 
banner, one of seven, for the Wallachian expedition in 1359, a testimony to the considerable 
numerical and financial strength of the family.

It must be assumed that this is precisely the handicap in the united Poland of the family he 
had. Behind such a great tradition, it pushed him into the arms of the opposition and was one 
of the reasons why the Greater Poland branch of the Awdaniecs joined the ranks of Maciek 
Burkowic's confederation in 1352.
This historical event still awaits comprehensive study and illumination from the ancestral 
point of view.



No closer attention has been paid to the family moment in the confederation of 1352, yet 
there is no doubt that it played an important role there.
In general, it should be noted that the unification of the districts under Łokietek and 
Kazimierz contributed to strengthening the family bases of the nobility that was emerging at 
that time.
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The still unextinguished sense of family unity, although weakened by the long political 
separation, was strongly strengthened, which was expressed in the well-known article of the 
Kazimierz statutes.
Thanks to the merger of family branches in the united state, the final consolidation of the 
nobility on the family basis could only now take place, so we can rightly talk about the 
revival of the Polish knighthood under the last Piast dynasty.
The effects of this phenomenon soon become very clear; apart from the institution of 
reprimand and purification of the nobility, the first traces of which date back to the times of 
Łokietek, since then we hear more and more often about the fights of families, the old 
organization of the banner based on the national principle is being revived, the origins of 
which are wrongly placed only in the times of Casimir, the nobility within the family cadres 
joins the act of the Horodela Union, and the families also form a confederation in 1438.

Well, this ancestral moment cannot be ignored in Maciek Borkowic's confederation, although 
its organization is still of a narrow territorial nature, not extending beyond the borders of 
Greater Poland.
Among the confederated knights, which number 84 named people, belonging to at least 17 
families, the lack of representatives of some outstanding families is striking, primarily the 
Niesobia and Doliw families, against whom this movement was indirectly directed, and 
further the Leszczyc, Poraj, Wyszkot, Szeliga families, not to mention the less significant 
Greater Poland families.
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A comprehensive explanation of the reasons for the confederation of 1352 would require a 
separate work, which would probably not change the established view that the main reason 
for it lay in the dissatisfaction of the Greater Poland knights with the Lesser Poland policy of 
Casimir the Great, in particular the appointment of new nobility, mainly from Lesser Poland, 
to offices in Greater Poland.
The Awdaniec family, which also participates in the confederation in relatively large numbers,
was also among the dissatisfied.
The following Awdaniecs appear in the act of confederation: Dobiesław, judge of Kalisz, 
Szczedrzyk, castellan of Karzecki, Wojciech from Kiączyn, Stefan from Szczedrzykowice, 
Wojciech from Runów, Jakusz Audank, Pakosz, Jaśko and Skarbimir, Szczedrzyk's sons, and 
perhaps Floryan, treasurer of Poznań, was an Awdaniec - a total of 9 or 10 people.
It should be noted that none of the participating families sent to the confederation in such 
large numbers as the Awdaniecs.
This fact, in connection with the fact that Dobiesław, a judge from Kalisz, is in the first ranks 
of the confederates (fourth after Maciek Borkowic), suggests that Awdaniecs, together with 
Wezenborks, Grzymalites and Nałęcze, were among the organizers and leaders of the 
confederation.

The further fate of the confederation is covered with a fog of uncertainty.
It seems that the king managed to dissuade certain families from the relationship with Maciek
Borkowic, especially the Zaręba and Pałuk families.



This was probably the reason for the vengeful murder in 1358 of Benjamin of Urzazów, 
castellan of Kalisz, member of the Zaręba family, by the leader of the confederation, Maciek 
Borkowic, and his two companions, Sędziwoj of Czarnków, castellan of Nakło, and knight 
Skóra.
Well, there is no doubt that this Skóra (from Gaj) was an Awdaniec.
We must stop at stating the participation of the Awdians in the confederation and the murder 
of Benjamin - the question of what consequences resulted for the Awdians remains 
unanswered; in particular, it is unknown whether Skóra shared the sad fate of Maciek 
Borkowic, or whether he received forgiveness and the monarch's grace.
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After this episode, nothing was heard about the Awdaniecs again for a long time.
The history of the second half of the 14th century can barely record the participation of 
Szczedrzyk Dupiński from the Awdaniec family in the Radomsko Confederation of 1382.
Moreover, nothing is known about whether and what role they played in the fights between 
the families (Grzyrnalites and Nałęczów) that broke out in Greater Poland during the 
interregnum after the death of Louis of Hungary.
The strong proliferation and fragmentation of assets of the nobility families undoubtedly 
contributed to the decline of the political importance of the family and meant that the 
Awdailce, like so many other knightly families, once wealthy and powerful, were reduced to 
the ranks of the gray nobility community at the end of the 14th century.

It was not until the 15th century, when this noble commune gained voice and importance, that
the Awdaniecs improved their social and political position.
Awdaniecs are starting to reach official positions again and even some of them are gaining 
castellan positions.
However, the memory of the family's former fame was most strongly revived by two new 
branches that blossomed from the decayed family tree in the East.
One of these vines was grafted in the Horodela Union onto the Lithuanian Gasztołd family 
trunk, the other came from the settlement seed in Ruthenia and Podolia in the Buczacki and 
Jazłowiecki families.

The Gasztołd family, one of the most powerful and distinguished in the Christianization of 
Lithuania, established family ties with the Red Russian branch of the Awdaniec family early 
on.
The tradition of bringing the Awdaniec coat of arms into the husband's house in the story 
about the marriage of Piotr V Gasztołd with Anna Buczacka, daughter of Michał Awdaniec 
Buczacki, has all the signs of credibility.
The condition was that the husband accepted Christianity and got married in a church.
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These family relations undoubtedly prepared the ground for a closer union of both families in 
Horodło, where Piotr of Widawa, a judge of Sieradz, and Jakub of Rogoźno accepted Jan 
Gasztołd of Geranojny into their family (1413).
As is known, the Gasztołd family played an extremely prominent role in the history of 
Lithuania in the 15th century, even influencing the fate of the Polish-Lithuanian union.

Nowadays, in Halych Ruthenia and Podolia, the branch of the Awdaniecs in Buczacz and 
Jazłowiec has gained incredible importance. Already at the end of the 14th century, it guarded
the eastern borders of Galician Ruthenia, first defended the Strypa line, and later in the 15th 
century took an outstanding part in regaining and maintaining Podolia for Poland.



It was the Buczacki family, Michał, the starosta of Galicia, and his two younger brothers, 
Teodoryk and Mużyło, together with Hryćko Kierdejowic and Kruszyna from Galów, who, 
upon learning of the death of Witold (1430), took over the town of Kamieniec, the main 
stronghold of Podolia.
They probably also garrisoned other Polish castles, undoubtedly Chervonogród, and - what is 
extremely significant - contrary to the king's order, they did not hand them over to 
Svidrygielle.

Długosz reports that Michał Buclacki, who held Kamieniec, imprisoned the royal envoy 
Zaklika Tarła from Szczekarzowice and Michał Baba (Ruthenian), who were to take the 
guards of the castle from his hands.
The defense of Podolia against Svidrygiełło and his allies also rested on the Buczacki's 
shoulders.
Their merit was probably the repulse of this prince's invasion of Smotrycz in the winter of 
1430, and we already positively know about the defeat that the three Buczacki brothers 
inflicted on Alexander, the Moldavian voivode, who in August 1431 invaded Ruthenia and 
Podolia.

The Lutsk-Czartory truce gave the Crown the towns of western Podolia, including Kamieniec 
and Chervonogród.
The guard over Kamieniec was now taken over by Theodoric Buczacki, who was then 
entrusted by the king with the office of staroste of Podolia (1432).
We can also guess the Buczackis' participation in further fights with Swidrygiełło and his 
bravest leader Fedka Nieświzki (Battle of Kopystrzyn), but what is certain is the information 
about the treacherous taking of Teodor Buczacki into captivity by Fedek Nieświzki near 
Kamieniec in 1433.
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But when, a year later, Fedko Nieświzki was captured by Švitrigaila, Michał Buczacki 
contributed to freeing him from captivity in order to win the prince over to Poland.
For these faithful services, they received ample rewards in the form of offices and generous 
fortunes.
Michal Buczacki became the voivode of Podolia in 1437, Teodoric three years later (1440) 
received the office of castellan of Kamieniec, and the third of the Mużyło brothers received 
two extensive staroties in Pokuttya, the Kolomyia and Sniatyn staroties.
In this way, the entire Moldavian border from the Carpathians along the Cheremosh and 
Dniester to the mouth of the Murakhwa came under the guard of the Buczackis.

The culmination of their influence in the East were two royal grants to Theodoric Buczacki in
1442.
As a reward for defending Rus and Podolia against the Tatars and for being an embassy to the 
Tatar khan, the Warnean gave him the power of starosta general of Podolia, bequeathing him 
considerable sums, and in a second act he gave him certain castles and ports on the coast of 
the Black Sea at the mouth of the Dniester.
In this way, a rewarding field of extremely important economic and colonizing activity in the 
East was opened up to the Buczacki family, thanks to their control over the entire course of 
the Dniester to the Black Sea.

For now, however, Podolia had to be defended against hostile neighbors.



In 1447, Theodoric Buczacki repelled the invasion of the Lithuanians, taking back the castles 
of Podolia, Międzyboże, Chmielnik and Karawul.

A year later, he drives away the Tatars invading Podolia, recapturing abundant loot.
Later, his son Bartłomiej also died in a fight against the Tatars.
Theodoric secured peace on the part of Moldavia with an agreement concluded in 1449 with 
voivode Bohdan.

Assessing the activities and historical role of the Buczacki family in the eastern borderlands 
of the kingdom, we can confidently say that they fulfilled the will of their great ancestor: 
Pakosław Lasocic, who already two centuries ago showed his family the path to the east, 
where the Leszko formations led.

Standing among the pioneers of Polishness in Ruthenia and holding high the banner of the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in its eastern borders, the lords of Buczacz and Jazłowiec 
resurrected the already faded fame of the once great name of the Awdaniec family.

* * *
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